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The ennual Generaf f feet ing w11] take place on Saturdayr 0ctober 18tb.

commenc ing  a t  7 .J0pn.  Venue r i l ]  be  the  res idence o f  John aad Sh i r lev

Gregor at 2 Loch St '  Toowoomba.

Ihe  bus iness  s ide  shou ld  occupy  about  one hour ,  fo l low ing  rh ich  i t

is hoped to i rave a guest speaker and periraps a. f i ln.A l ight supper

wi l l  be  served fo r  wh ich  the  lad ies  are  asked to  o r ing  a  p la te .

The agenda for the neet ing appears elsewhere in t i r is issue. AIso the

opportunity wi l l  be taken to f inal ise anangements for the Annual

Bird. Census. Noninat ions for of t ' ice must be handed to the Secretary

I  p r io r  to  the  meet ing ,  A  su i tab le  nominat ion  fo r rn  i s  p r in ted  in  th is
lv

i ssue together  w i th  the  agenda.

October is always an inportant and busy nont: ,  on our CIub calendar

in that the Annual General Meetin6- and Annual tsird, Census take

pIace. The Club has now conduoted four counts and is approacbing

the stage when val id eomparisons can be nade. iowever on present

ind ica t ions  there  is  doubt  in  ny  n ind  i f  th is  year 's  census  r i lL

take place. This statement is prompted by the , ieafening si lence

wnich  resu l ted  f ron  my appea l  fo r  o f fe rs  c f  he l r ,  in  Las t  monthrs

issue o f  th is  t tews-sheet .



Granted.,  we have a number of rnembers l iv ing outsid.e the area who
geo8raphy nay prevent fron takiag part  (al though, in faetr the only
reply received was from a member present ly in Boul ia).
Overar l , ,  membership numbers have decl ined a l i t t re.  But i t  rourd
appear ihat the interest of  the remaining members has arso decl ined..
This is indeed unfortunate---so r  raare one more appeal for vorunteers
( to  count ro r  t i ck ,  o r  d r ive)  to  ass is t  w i th  tbe  census .  rn  fa i r r ress
to the Execut ive, 1et any one of them know i f  you are interested
in the birds of Tooroonba, The day set asid.e for the count is
Sund.ay, 0ctober 26th.

Hon Hopkinson,
Act ing l ld i tor.

RitwA.Rrr FOR INFqiXAlf ON RECEMD.

Keen-eyed birdratchers east of  Toowoomba could be in the nrnni-ng
for  a  $1500 reward .
This statement is made in aa art icr-e in the sunday f i Ia i l  newspaper
dated August 51st.  v ictor ian photogr;r .oher Jaci< cup-oer r i I l  pay this
reward  to  the  f i rs t  person who can show h im the  nes t ing  p l ; i ce  o f  a
Red Goshawn(nrythrotr lorchls radiatus )  ""Records  show tha t  about  4o  years  ago the  spec ies  nesued i .n  some
verxr rugged country east of  Toowoombar iack said.?re reward. is for
&I1'v-oI19 who f ind's a nest before i re does and for exclusir"e ^ohotos of
t b e  n e s t .
But  be fore  you make prans  io  spen,3  tne  money, ihe  boo i i , r , i i rd -q  o f
Prey of the ' lvor ld."  (Grosenen and Eamlet) refe:s io the species as
t 'one of the least cot! .non bird.s of prey"-- ' rare i :nc exirenery sh;, .
spec ies t t .

enn S,Uore- non Uoptln
idfulICRY Otr' IHG COM}ION ijTARLING.

rn  answer  to  shane Bradyrs  reques t  fo r  in fo rma- : . :  , : -n  on  th is  sub. . ies ;
i t  is very conmon in ikrgland and i  seear io rei : . .mbei tnat hand_
rearec star l ings have been abre to minic a range of non-bird. forrns,
including the human voice and on one occasion rn attennpt was nad.e
to  im i ta te  the  yapp ing  o f  a  puppy  owned b ;  the  peop le  who were
ra is ing  the  young b i rd .  A lso ,  because o f  i t s  r rdger  numbers  tbe
roost ing habits make i t  unpopular.' r ' ihen I  was l iv ing in l {orfolk there was a lot  of  comnent at one t ime
because a  f rock  o f  s ta r l ings  bad comple te ly  x r r ied  o f f  a  f ine  s tand
of  Beech t rees  cover ing  some f i ve  acres .  - fhey  roos ted  tbere  in  suc i .
nurnbers that the trees and ground were compretery covered. with
accumulated droppings-- in such quant i ty that ihe soi l  was affected.



aDCL -une trees c. ied.. I  tbiDk tbat accumulated acid. i ty had a lot  to
do with i t . . : {ovie f i ln talca as che birr is rere fr ightened. off  their
perches gave countg of e8Ei lsd, 501000 bi :r t ls.  Quite a problea.

PIriD OURRATVONG PIILL.ETS.
iTith reference to Ann shet€rs note regarding the regurgiitation
of pel lets (Ners-sbeet l {o.  44p August 197g).  : , iar1y birda-(of peey,
part icular ly) c l iegorge pelrete consiat ing of undigeeted. iec*lg
o f  a  m e a l .
so nuch about birds is aD adaptat ion to f l ight.  Tbey bave dispensed
wlth the weight of teeth and Jars and have developad boruy nandibl-es
to manipulate food and paes i t  direct into the digest ive system
wiihout the need for chering'. Young birris are not berated. for gulping
the i r  food as  we re re .
Gulping has tbe advantage tbat the biro is occupied for a nininum
amount of t ime in a potent lal ly d.angerous si tuat j .on--being on or
near  the  ground,  p reoocup ied  r i th  ea t ing .
The <i isadvantage is that tbe food must be passed wholeror nearly
sor  in to  the  s to rage seot lon  o f  the  d iges t ive  sys tem,  the  c rop .  r rm
here  i t  rnoves  in to  the  t ro  sec t ioa  s tomach,  cons is t ing  o f  the
proventr icufus and tbe gizzard. ?he proventr icuLus is concer:ned with
the chenical-  breakdorn of food and i t  is here that the food is nixed
with enzymes. ln tbe gLzzafr,  the rough work of rnast icat ion takes
place. This is achieved by rueans of muscular contract ion and
re laxa t ion(ca l led  per is ta ls is ) .  Qu i te  a  number  o f  b i rds  s ra l lo r  q r i t
to  ass is t  w i th  the  break ing  up  o f  food par t i c les .

However ,  the  food s t i l l  con te ins  a l l  the  ind lges t ib le  e lements ,  seed.s ,
bones,  fea thers ,  fu r  e tc  and fo r  th is  mater ia l  to  p roceed fu r ther
into the digest ive systeu rould add needless weight to tbe bird and
g ive  the  remain ing  sec t ione o f  the  sys tem f ru i t less  labour ,So tbese
port ions of the meal are folaed into a t ight bolus or pel let  and by
means o f  reverse  per ls ta ls is  ( t i t ce  vomi t ing)  a re  e jec ted  th rough the
mouth .

r ike f l ig ir t  patterr :sr di6eet ive systems vary rvi th di f ferent birds
and di . i ' ferent modes of existence. Shri<es, butcirerbirr te aad nagpies
have been recorded as  eJec t ing  pe l le ts .  i< ien t i f i ca t ion  o f  the  conten ts
o f  pe l le ts  g ives  va luab l .e  in fo rua t ion  as  to  the  d ie t  o f  the  spec ies .

Heferences: Birds for Beginrr€lsr J. i t .  I { .acDona]-ci .  Heed.
How Bftds Live. Robert  Jurton. Elsevier Phaidon.

.Ron -do pkingon.
CAX4P-OUT AT I,I'iSLIE DAJ{.
A few months ago myself  and Club nember - \ndrew Tan rere on a 4 day
schoo i  carnp  a t  Les l ie  Dan.  r {e  two,  be ing  the  on}y  b i rd lovers  in
the  l th  d rade,  had a  lo t  o f  count ry  to  cover .  , ie  en joyed many f i rs t
s i g b t i n g s .

Some highl ights of tbe ca.op were the Pel- icans f ly ing magaif icent l ,v
in the early mornings and Apost lebirds feeding outside our huts.  l ie
were entertained by a Red.-necked St int  anC white-winge<i Tr i l lers
were  con inonr  a t  the  c reek  the fe .
I  observed a  to ta l  o f  50  spec ies  o f  wh ich  a  fe r  a re :  i l i r i te -v inged
Tr i I l -e r ,  r las te r .n  Rose1Ia ,  l ' an- ta i led  juckoo,  Red. -necked St in t  ,
Black-tai ied Nat ive Een, ' f lb ist l ing Kite and Tawny Froguouth.

Shane Srady-
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LATEAM'S SNIPE (ealtlnsco hardrlcki.i ).
Tbe Latha.nrrs Suipe is one of tbe forty-odd trans-eguatorial migrants
shich visit Australia aunually.

ft breeds in.Iapan (ana is eemonly knorn as the Japanese Snipe) Curi-ng
tbe summer of the oorthera heal.sphere and then nigrates southvarrl
to escape the northern vinter.  Tbis means that i t  arr ives in Austral ia
during our spri.nge the flrst bhlds arriving at 0ape York at about nid-
August.  For the rnost they do not stay in Queenslandr but cont inue

southwardp the major i ty of the birds spending the sunser in southeastern
fiew South riales, Victoria and Tasnanj.a. Thete they etay until autunn,
nost birds having d.eparted for their breeding grounds in Japan b;.r the
end of Match.

A physical  descr ipt ion of tbe Latba^nrs snipe taken from tbe Readers
Digest I 'Complete tsook of Augtral ian Birrd.s 'r  is as fol lows:
'f Len6th- zto-zrOrirn incluilins 75nn bill.
Adults- sexes siniLar.  Upper parts } ight brown streaked. r i th black.
1 5 - 1 8  t a i l  f e a t h e r s .
Prinar ies dark brorn. Throat l igbt brown;uppeT breast l ight brown
flecked. with black; lover breaet and bel iy pale grey;f lanrs and under-
ta i l  pa le  g rey  s t reaked.  r l th  b lack ;b i l1  o l i ve-brownl  legs  and fee t
oL ive-grey . Inmatures  s ln i la r  to  adu l ts . ' r

These birds are usually found in thick grass and undergrowth alon6: rhe
edges of swamps, neadows aud gtrea,ns.This choice of h; ,bi tat  together
r i th  tbe  b i rd ts  no t t led  appearance mean tha t  i t  i s  o f ten  no t  seen
unt i l  f lushed from underfoot--rhicb has certainly been tbe case in my
experience of the speci.ee.Hotever,  f rom an art ic le which apr. ,earerJ. in
trAustral ian Outdoors aDd Fishing" i t  seems that i t  is not urrKnown
for  the  b i rd  to  a lso  perch  in  t rees .

Upon be ing  f lushed ,  the  La thamrs  Sn i . :e  f l ies  rap id i ; :  Ln  a  z ! ; ; -za ; ;
pa t te rn  ca I led  j ink ing  wh ich  is  charac ter is t i c  o f  tbe  spec j -es"  I t  tne : t
d rops  to  the  ground or  f l ies  in  an  arc  to  land e lsewhere .  f t  i s  i i t i s
fas t  e r ra t i c  f l i gh t  wh ich  nakes  i t  popu lar  as . i -  ga .ne  b i rd - - i t  poses
soneth ing  o f  a  cha l lenge to  h i t .

Unfor tunate ly  fo r  the  La tbamrs  Sn ipe ,  i t  can  -  lega l l y -  be  shot  a t
fo r  v i r tua l l y  the  wbo le  o f  i t s  s tay  in  Aus t ra i ia .  Cpen seasons i r i

Queens land co inc ide  w i th  i t s  passage th rough th is  s ta te - -  bo th  soutc -
war.r is and northwards, whi- le those of v ictor ia,  l 'asnania and South
Aust ra l ia  co inc ide  w i tb  i t s  per iod  o f  res idence in  the  south-€&s! .
On ly  in  r lew South 'da les  is  i t  imnune f rom the  h*n ter rs  gun.

?o  quote  f rom' rAepects  o f  the  B io iogy  o f  tne  Japanese Sn ipe  Ga l i inar ic
ha , rdwick i i "  by  I i . J .Pr i th t - td .H.J .Crome and-  r . i r ' . : r iowr

"Snipe hunt ing i .s a special ized sport  and many of the nunters have
cons ider ; ib1e exper ience and sk i l i .  The i r  ra te  o f  suecess  is  n iE ;h  in
re la t ion  to  the  nunber  o f  b i rds  f iusned and t r iey  must  be  cons idered
a go ten t  fac to r  in  the  b i rd . ts  nor ta l i t y  in  Ausr ra l ia .These po in ts  d ,o
not necessari iy indicate tbat a we1. l-  nana6ed. .ccpulat ion of Ggf l inggg,
hardwick i i  cou ld  no t  con t lnue to  sup. ,o r t  a  hunt ing  seasoD.  Eowever
they  do  ind ica te  tha t  be fore  the  i ropu ia t ion  can be  ca l led  nwe l } -

ruanaged'r  in Austral ia tbere is a need for research cn the factors
cont ro l i ing  popu la t i .on ,  a  rev iew o f  hunt ing  regu la t ionsr  and a  pos i t i ve
proEralune of rrabi tat  preservat ion. "
So +"he nex t  t ime you see a  La thamfs  Sn iper  remember  tha t  un less  some-
th ing  pos i t i ve  i s  done to  conserve  th ls  spec ies  r  i t  may eventua l -aJ
jo in  the  l rs t  o f  ra re  Aus t ra l ian  b i rd .s .

c r t r d .
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LAfSAM'S SNIPE CI tTd .  i
Ee1rr-J-E-*e-rc;mc E {**!tJ,'**I*It 0oaplete Book ef lrlstiallrs
nAspects of thr Biorogr of tle_.llnanese-.ll*t"
uv-fi .i.rrith, F.E. J'o@!-;' &'sr.3ro11, ofrn! | F::{::,:f*t+

oppITIES 0F BIBD.ryYFWfi
r of the fanqrs Pellogss l.t $t. JBce t

park in London (uue clroa**J.r, sat. Augurt gth. ) rbo t4::tb*

inpudence to vary thrir uilfrpsjAfct of band'-fed rmlr5rjl b tffi

aailtioa of tasty dnokllu6*;1{f t'la perbape not-as-ta'sty P16r&it
mucU to the borror of parst!$i''tetriets r pronpta ng to Wfrlrl tctbcr

thia was only the elratlo, br**ftour of zoo or park birdr. fr* 6f tbclr

no:rnal envirorpont aod pelLs*u retber bored. rith tbcir Iery a*futcn€e'

o"-ru"tn"r pelioaas i.a tie rl1d bave been seen to take e!8'I1 btrbd'e like

th is on occaeioa as food.
Inagine the oonsterss:tlou lf this becane a habit ln St. Ja*rr Parkt

firi! p"rf. eet 1n csntral Lmdoa is aoted for its largr rrtuforl

pop"f"tion of elotlo ad. nEtl,ve speeies rbioh nest and, lairo fatil ies

ii-Jri""table Pelios-slstd rcuthfuls regularly each Sprtlltg grid the

noise ancl bugtle of hordca of vigltors and looaLs rho takc tbrlr

presenoe very uuch as a eol@lfu} aad enlivtning part of tbr lod'oa

SCOI I€  r

At the recent lranian j4nbassy eoige in Londoa, connentatsrs noted a

ii"ri"ra-luck (the nost e€r6rsr apecies in onglad.) rho'aontiaued, to

brood and suocee sfully rcar hcr youn8 on a nest ia a- ridor bor of the

;; j ; i " i "g bui lalag. Indeed as travelrers w111 probably ht l t  i t  is no

,rnloroooo-sigbt to see heavy London traff ic being held'  up rbi lc sucb a

bird and her trai l  of  t iqy dnckl ings is escorted to tbc eafety of a

,r""rty park fron a si-Bilar and naybe more unl-ikely neeting site'

Arn Sbore.

r00$Io -8-80

.fhis particular Ctub Field, Day ras, for me at any .rate r eonerbat

abUrei lated but neverthelegg nembers sar sone 4O dif ferent apreies

in a conParatJ'velY sbort time.

our first stop at the ceaetcry yielded. none of the Robing that re had

been told to 1ook ost for nor anything else of,  special  iatereet r  tbough

a bird resembliag a spanglod Drongo Yas s6en seY€ral t imeg but not

pos i t i ve lY  i i l en t i f i .ed .

Cont inuing restrarde, near the junct ion of Alder1ey and Greenratt l 'e

streets we noted a fer strar-necked lbis,  Noisy Fr iarbirrcis busy in the

gums and a f l ight of  0ockat iels that f ler in '

,,ve found. that the 1os scrub and grass had recently been bu:nt off

"rorrg 
parts of spriog creeh, perhaps intended as a clea]rsEoet a"nd

whlle this neant no Fairy-rlF€trs, there was lots of otber bilri ' l ife

around. so some of our party, nyself includ'ed', d'eclded to renaj-n

there whi le the others yent on to the westbrook areat cbaneing to

f ind  be t te r  hunt ing  there .

A number of snalt birds rere flitting about near tbe creekr a.EoDg

lnem Ye1lo*-faced Honeyeatora being nuch in evi4ence t aa6' further

on a solitarT Pacific Hema and a :,ittle Pied cornora^nt rere busy

near the water to the accotsPanlDent of cont inuous plop-plopprnS of
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FIELD pAY RitPC4T Cf TD
@gt reaked thev i v i c l1yco1ouredRed-n rmpedPar ro ta
and ruenbers of thc LorlLeet faoily'

Pacif ic f leron
Tfhl te-faced f ,eron
Straw-neokecl lbis
Augtralia^n nestrel
Feraf Pigoon
Spotted Turt le-dove
Ores ted  P igeon
GaIah
Rain'oow ;,orikeet
Scaly-breas ted l ,or ikeet
C o c k a t i e l
PaIe -headed : losel la
Red-n:nped ;"arrot
.laugning iiookaburra
*hi te-baoked Swal lor
lree i' i iartin
I t i charc rs  r i ; . i t
Slack-faceo Juckoo-sbrlke
Rufous {9his t ler
Grey Faniai i

Place: At las tr iP to Acland &!€8r
Assembly Point :  P lgot t rg  Car  Park.
Time I I  .  1 5am for departule at B. lOa:i,  snarp .

PU3-i.JirIt,iii tulc EIYir.i.
'Jrimbirra. June/JulY/.{uguat
lari lng Downs Natural ist. June
Tocwoomba Fle ld Nats.  Ne.rs le t ter .  June.

d "C .5 .  Nerg le t te l .  June /J ILY .
tsird Cbsettr€rr JulY/August.
gCC.i .  Augus t.

ooo00Oooo

Ann Sbore.

Willie Wagtail
'plhit e-brored Scnrbmen
)trnite-throated. Gerygone
Ye llow-runped Tbornbill
Noisy Friarbir"d
Noisy idiner
Yel. low-f aced Honeyeater
Mis t le toeb i rd ,
Str iated Pardalote
Silvereye
iiouse Sparrow
Double-barred Finch
Common StarJ- ing
Conmon Mynalt
Figbird
^*ustralian .,vragpie-lark
Grey Sutcheroirr i
Pied Sutcherbirri
Australian ;fagpie
?ied Currawong
Tonesian ' l row

SPECI&S IIST-24-8-80
Litt le Pied uornolant

FI.rli,.D !$I -Fuit SEPTBBEF.



T00BOolB4 !IED-.S ffi

VEilUEf ? I,cob St. lfooroomba,

DATEr $at€alil*y, Ootbber 1gth. 1990.

TIMEI 7. ]0  p.s ,

&@r,.
1) luinutes of prevlou.c neeting.
2)  Ptes identrs  Repor t .
J ) iidi tor I s Report .
d)  ?reasurer fs  Repor t .
l) Business arising froa qLurrteg.
5)  E lect ion of  0 f f ioe lg.
7 ) General Businese

llectlag Closes.

Finalisation of atrangenenta for Fifth Annual Birri Count.
Guest speaker and f i ln.

r00w00tr{Bt BIR]) cluts.

Noxrr$Tlof *FoR oFl,'rc.rl.

I  n o m i . n a t €  . . r . . . . . . . . . . . . r . . . . r . . o i  r o  o . . f o r  t h e

in the Toowoomba Sird CIub for the year lgBO/91.

o f f i c e  o f . .  .  . . , .  . .  . . . . ,

D a t g . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

I  accept nomj.nat ioa for the off ioe

in the Toowoomba Bird CIub for tbe

a  a  a  a  t  a  a  a a  a  a  a  a  a  a .  a  a  a

(Noninator)

o f  . . .  . . . .  r  . .  .  . . .  . . .  .  .  . . .  r  . . . .  a .  o ,

y e a r  1 9 8 0 / 8 1 .  . D a t e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

a  a  a  a  a  r  a  a  a  a  a  a  t  a  a  a  a  o  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a .

(t{oninee )
v-,


