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l i jd i to r - i ' i ecords  Of f  i cer :  John Gregor
2  L o c h  j t ,  r  T o o w o o m b a ,  4 r 5 O ,
r)h :  l5 8i l l6

r '1ease ad , i rgss  a . l .1 .  cor les i )ondence to :
The Secretary, 1[oowoom'b;-r  Sird Clubt
i)ost uf f ice r  Da.r l ing l ie ights t
T o o w o o m b a .  4 3 5 0 .

r,l.r.C'!i -ij idrljT i!o. 58-OC'I'03dR 1980.
!As  menb ioned in  bhe la .s t  l \ews-sheet r  t i re  Annua l  Genera l  iu lee t ing  is  to

b e  h e t d  a t ' 7 . i 0 p m  c n  S a t u r d a y  l t l t h  o f  t n i s  m o n t h  a t  ?  l o e h  s t r e e t .
IVIake su.re j 'otr  come along to cast your vote and to swap a few bird
ya.rns.

The other i inportant derte this month is Anriua] ts ird densus on $und.ay
26th .  I leadqr rar te rs  fo r  the  day  i ' l i l l  be  2  ' ,ocn  s t ree t r  where  par t i c -

Jpants  rv i l l  be  ab l -e  to  check  ou t  the  boundar ies  o f  the  sec tors  to  be
coverec l  a .nd  to  co l lec t  record  sheets .  Anyone w ish ing  to  make an  ear ly
s ta r t  can  check  boundar ies  and co f fec t  sheets  p r io r  to  the  26 t \ .

The success  or  fa i lu re  o f  these two events  nay  < le te rmj -ne  the  fu tu re
o f  your  O lub- -  so  br :  sure  to  g ive  your  suppor t .

. Iohn Gregor- l jd i tor.

; 'A, ' i1, ,)  l l i i l , iY .

I  a rn  rec lues  t : -ng ,  u r5 ;en t i , y ,  c , i rcarsse$ o f  b i rds  ( r t ' ' ad  k i l l s  o r  any
other  Cead b i rd .s ) fo r  s tu f f ing  anc l  mount ing .  I  am in  Sreat  need o f
' r rac t i ce  anC t i re  rnore  b i rds  tha t  a re  b rought  in r  tne  be t te r  resu f ts

\ v I  i v i l I  h a v e .

] f  one  is  founc l  ( in  good conc l i t ionJp lease f reeze i t  and.  r ing  me
( p h o n e  J 5  t l 9 2 )  o r  b r i n S  i t  t o  o n e  o f  t h e  I ' i e l d '  d a y s .

Shane JJrad.r.'.

AiILAS 'l'Rf I' IO I tili ''liri'iJiii',1 t.,iJlliit'irii,*t'J-i) .

i ix me'mbers of t l re l locuroomba i l i rd Cruo were among the !0 peopie
who attended the At l-a.s of Austral ian i i i rds carnp at favenport  Downs
Stab ion  on  the ,D iamant ina  R iver  in ; tugus t .  . t ' l e i l  and  He len  iv ic f i l l . i gan l
and . tohn arncr huth r 'a l ter and their  famif ies tra.vef ied west vr i th three
other fani l ies from tsr isbane and /hi l -  and Sue l j l r r ies ' r ient out a week
I i iber  on  t l ie i r  own.
' l lhe ca,mp was oxganised by tne wri ter and was intendeiL to cover a
number  o f  g r id .s  no t  p rev ious ly  covered.Th is  has  now been we l l  and.
t ru ly  done by  those present .Somewhere  in  the  v ic in i ty  o f  50  ten
minute  gr ids  \ re re  covered,  most  o f  wh ich  had had no  prev ious  records .
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ATLAij U1\r,ii '] (c / ta)

X le rnbers  o f  the  camp came f rom V ic to r ia ,  N .S. r / .  and dueens lanc l  and i t

w a s  g o o d .  t o  n e e t  s o m e  o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p e o p l e . C a m p  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e

u, rp i , l i "d  and rna in ta ined by  the  QIc l .  Orn i tho log ica l  Soc ie ty ;  f resh

,*rr i "" ,  ; , .  t rai fer fcr f i rewood and rubuishland a fuel  pump were

supp l iec l  by  fe te r  l ; i c j {even,  the  manager  o f  Davenpor t  Downs.  Pet ro l

.r . rd.  b"""d. were freighted in from l{ inton some J00 km. away.

I  w i l t  n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  6 i v e  a  f u l l  l i s t  o f  b i r d s  s e e n  b u t  w i l l  p i c k

out  those l - . i rds  tha t  were  e i - ther  ne l  to  myse l f ,  unusua l  o r  ou t  o f

accepted  ran$e,  A  fu l l -  l i s t  w i l l  be  ava i lab l ,e  la te r r  on  reques t r  to

a n y o n e  j - n t e r e s t e d .

One side l ight to the tr ipr was a verJ'  quiclc Look at some areas where

others  had made poss ib le  l r i igh t  Pamot  s igh t ings .  l r ione  were  seen I  o f

course ,  bu t  I  bave coml :5 - led  some usefu l  da ta  f rom severa l  peop le  as

to their  obsenrat ' ions in the area southwest of Windorah.

fnd j -v idua ls  t ra .ve lLed by  d . i f fe r ing  rou tes  to  davenpor t  to  ge t  the

widest possible Srid coverager d"epending on what r , ime t i rey had to

spend.  Our  par ty  went  ou t  v ia  S t .  George and Uu lo .  l t t  the  Beardmore

lam we observed. a parrty of Urange Ohats work- ing'  over mud f lats on the

edge o f  the  reced ing  dam.  IX f is  i s  unusuaf  as  these chats  a re  usua l ly

in  samphi re  o r  o ther  1ow vegeta t ion .Both  Orange and Or imson Chats

per ioc l i ca l l y  reach the  St .  George 3r€3 'o

Nine i{ i1e i lore at * \r l -o was the next stop and {{  species were recorded

in th"e ten minute gr id.  This was the highest total  in any one gr id '

apar t  f rom the  favenpor t  camp are i ) .  Uond i t ions  th roughout  were

extremely dry, apart  f rom a smal l  t i , rea around Cunnanul la- r |u ' l 'o.

C u r  n c w  b i r c l  h e r e  w a s . B o r - r r k e r s  P a r r o t  1 a  s m a l l  p a r t y  f e e d i n g  o n  o p e n

grou.nd  be tween Gidgee (Acac ia  cg 'mbage i ) .  Southern  Whi te faces  were

"1"o  
o1  the  open ground and in  low t rees .  A l l  v /oodsvra l l -owg were  in

this gr id,  apart  f rom the J)usky, the Bl-ack-f . : -ced being p:redominant.

C r e s t e d  B e l l b i r d s  w e r e  a l - s o  s e e n .

-!)ynerror J,akes, .an area usual ly prol i f ic with b' i rd l i fet  was d-ry or

.r l "y ruor1y so.()hestnut-rumped Thornbi l ls and Variegated. Irairy-wrens

w e r l  n e s t i n g  t h e r e . R e d - t a i l e d  B l a c r - C o c k a t o o  i n  a  f l o c k  o f  2 O  w e r e

seen in  the  l luca lyp tus  carna ldu le4g ls  a t  Oooper rs  Creek ,  one female

emergeC f rom a  t ree  sPout .

Cudt lal ian i j t :Lt ion, the l roperty of Flerb i lnd l )ear l  Rabigt,  ivest of

\ r indorauh d . id .  no t  p roduce the  usua l  good sup^> ly  o f  spec ies .  The mcst

in te res t ing  i te rn  was l le rb rs  o id  t iger  i v lo th  wh ich  he  s t i l l  uses  around

the  properby .  0ur rawi l . la  waterho le  p roduced the  f i rs t  rea l l y  s ize i lb le

f loct ol  l i l t tu Corel las. Setween I ' i . r ,1pararra and Davenport  lowns

Gibberb i rds  were  seen by  most  b i rd .e rs .  Not  so  fo r tunate  were  the  E l rnes l

who struck a strong fol lowlng wind when traversing the bul ld.ust sect ion

ancl arr ived. at c"*p in a cl .usty Cort ina looking l ike red incl iansl

A l_so  on  th is  s t re tch  a  number  o f  peop le  saw Orange Chats  and.  a  lesser

number of Crimsons but he occasj.onal Flock Bronzewing created the real

exc i tement .Aus t rz i l ian  Sus tards  were  a lso  here ,  a round the  camp and to

the  nor th  o f  Davenpor t  in  ones ,  twos  and smal l  par t ies '  Uockat ie ls

were seen gt the canlp on tvo occasions and vrere thought to be unusual.

They  were  z lso  seen la te r  a t  Coorabu lka  fu r t l ie r  wes t . i ted . -w inged Par ro ts

were  occas iona l  v is i - to rs  to  the  camp areao

Spot ted  l la r r ie rs  were  present  on  the  r ' fowns"  a rea  o f  Oavenpor t rSpr ing-

vale and Coorabulka, The " lor,vnsrr are vast areas of open Mitchel l  Grass
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i,riss cu{P( ult,a) '
pLaj,ns iat'ecspersd ri,tb }.!SU'3y ti,shreil *ate=e@te aad, ale*c of
gibber (ncre erractl-yr irettcnc p}:itr* *s. aged-urt tne gibbcr). Sfaceh
daz=ierr rclc a]-so sa.€a oq& G€€F$abelta. Eetb, ggg.qidw uea,6 i,o fair
nunbere a,rad ri31 w cloubt attract a qEary }a*cr f:ro* tke Atlaq ae they
we:se rell roat sf thelr rc'esptcd try€{ ItB tbe ear{y st€€es of t}re
scbeue they rcre geeri"ed f,w armd Longrceeh ou th bs.si-s of tb,e
distributim i:s oarcelct field geides" fhis I iomr is rreag as f end,
otbers bale =eeotdad thcs fra b€re i.n tbe past and. eewes to illustrate
the u,eefullngss cf the Atka rbgg ftrrieh€d.

loorabul-ka rafr tbe higlalig$ of tbe trip for ae and"I tft,iakrfor aIt
the otherg rbs nede lt tltercl. Or th ray frm Devcapwt, tiae ras
taken to stalk rnlgelEua Talrsd Dottelel erd tbe largest floek of BroJ.ga
seen (1O+r) oa Diasrant'irra L6kGs $tatien- Fos the *altsr f.ailyr tbe
Yellor Chat us"E our la.st to be d-i,seov€Fd alrd ras tso be ths grllnination

of a yeare plan&irg for the eaFp a:*ri the trip out. A€'ti-ug oa iafom-
atios supplied by Bill Eortm of Brisbare, le reut to vhat is irnora ae
0oorabu-l-ka No. 2 bo=e ce tbs ap bat rbich is hnora locaI}y as l{o. 12.

Tbis bo* ras rbeae Bi"Il. hrd bstd€d, gh"ats ia the eaal;r 1S?Ots,.dh€rr ye

arrtved, tbe bore *aa flmtag st{ffig}y i.ats tbe bore *r:ai.u aad, besid.e it
Eas a bre1lnah uuefeat sbslt€r shed.Tb,e dralie ca;s da*e&d of vegeGeti"orr
of any k'id., firc snrl'rodf,ug: rirleecll grss plat-rrs *ere emlriletely
treeless ereept ad$aeenot to a sc€rrt{f sate*mlee (Ebl't€rsd C:reek)
wb.ich hd aa otrileln eslel of, 4oag:Le-falrscsi.e.Ea- It rs,s im+diately
obwious to rrs tbat t&eme had bEEo a eonplete ebara6e to' the ewiromeat
around the boze, for Ye}lsr Cb*t h&bitat tbere ras uo*fr!{Befer Readeus
Jigest)Jore'res it xas idE€J fwSf,ock Sroazeriogu @e right oa tlre dot
of 5,J0pa trb.ieh rae ubo all o,tbersj.€hti-rrge bad tq*lr:eade elscuh.ere)
they sane i.t oms ad' t*ee, th w-Lt psJrtles a'!d fi-lra::t ly is a flock
esti.nated to be ,abor*.t tO bilits.- Ehst ate bealrtiftrl bids rhea obeerved
at clo.Ee raagp, trsa flyIEg thY aBpeared to be a fa;ir:l"y einapy r direct
flying pi"geon,

Folloring tbe aseuspt:ion tbat ne.arby bore.s might yie'ld. chate se
jourrceyed an$tbe! ZOb er so. son*b' to Coora.hnalka, k. t bore rbe=e it *as
noted tbat iE tbe distarce the ea,ttLe rere up to their bellies in dzy
ga.ass and tbat thele ap;>er:ed to be g?e€a patcbs j,a the rateresurse
.rt the ed of, the bo'ced":nsie, Iutestigatim there .t€d. ns evenfualiy
to ihe chats" Airprori-mately 2O tere seea a.fter rad-i:rg t'brough tlre
su-anp . i riII not atten'pt to dertclr"ibe tbe bi^d.s hezqe aa tbis is i-n
^rrepartion for a^aother jenrna.l, but I can say that Ri.cbard i{oske's

-;hc'r,o in xead€rts Digestr a.}ttlstryh blssred, is a truer i,ndieatioa of
'-he colour ef the birds re sar tkn Jlaterrs dlaui:rgs. frere see@s
nc ,lcubt ibat tb ha.hi.tat f,escc:ihd in the Reeders D,igest by- Parker
refers to this par4i.ealar bo* (see aleo ForC and 

"a.rlce!, 
.&p 74J.

-n rhg:etam jmney s.oae of ff13 group obsenred Ha.LLte SabbLer ia
rire irey 3.ange and. the lrlmesn $ar tr'en, at 3ox1ey bor:e near J;riipie.
;linifer Pigeoa ras also recclded- on the Sre5r ^la.nge and. 'Sbestnut-

c:cuneC Sabbler nea.r Adavale, tsarlier' tbe big:gest flosk sf Pink
-tockatoo I have s€sn wer€ Dear Kom*.ilci,ete kanga^roo rorks at St,
Jeorge. ,fsti.nated at i'3Stn urey rlere also se€n i;i smal-l ffiu.bers ai
L\rio and Cbar]-esi11e '

r-'ic.etber a sa?i€fying trl,p fsr the atlas aud tbe ia'd.ivi<iua1s
involvedr eveilr if there rere rot *a:riy breeding rees'rtgs beeause of the
iry co-nditioras'

Jiher bi.rd.s of inter:gat not mentioae*i i:t t"be text arer
Jonrnon ;a,nd.pipe::. One bi-rd- at Bea:rdeore )an, St- George'
Ausiraiian ?rati-weolel In small g:toulls i.n tbe *ia:nantina E3€3r
lasojan Tern amd Silver GuLl:Tanirar Siatioa raterhol-e, i. '8. of *indora-r.
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Al ' t , , , . i i  , -1 , .  . i  ( . , i  Ed ' i

J . i i . r non l  i i c v ' ;  :  . t , r r r r - / " . i n !o r t  l o i ; ns .
l n r r : . . , f  f  r . r  i . i ,  o o n :  r t i ' i v e 6 n  l ,  d a , V a L e  a i n d  L - l l , , t f i e . , ' i l " f g .-  * c ) ' -  - '

Budger i . ;  r r  . rJ r .nLL f focks  {Jes t  o f  i t indora} t .
P : r i l i d  Cuc i<oc ,  :  9  n j - l -e r  bore ,  l fuLo .
t lo rse f re ld  I  s  Bronz ,e  CL icxoo:  !  m i le  11ore ,  l , )u1o.
L , i - t t le  Grassb i rd :  , - :oc rab t r l xa  l ' l o .  5 .
J lu fous  . iong la rk :  t loorabu- i - l i :a  i ' ,1o .  ! .
V : i r i e c l  ; j i t t e r l l a  ( - 1 a c k - c a p p e d  r a c e ) :  j p r i n g v a l e  5 i ; a t i o n .
I led -browecl l 'ar, laLote :  ! /es t  of  i l inclora' I t  .

i i e f  e r rence s  :  i i ead .ers  l ) iges t .
1 , ' ie ld  , iu i ( i  e  to  , ius t ra l i : rn  i l i - rds .  ' /o1 . .  1  ano 2 .  S la .ber .
] l i rds of , 'u s i , rai ia:  , , / iacd onald-.
i , j .st  of  t l re l - ' i rc ls of ' , lueensIan<i.  i torr .
Iord and lra.rker in ! . lnu ,  Vo-l  .  7 4 189 .  R. j r .  L,  .  J.
i iare and Vanishin5'  l l i rd.s r  Siater.

J o h n  U .  r { a 1 t e r .

3i  i i j i  
" i l i l i i - i i  

, ' ' - f  ' . l r ,U;r ,  i iAl ' j ' . i i i .

r , lew nernber  l lon  Jo i .1 . rus  to l -d  ne  th is  s to ry  o f  a .n  encounter  he  had w i th
a  v r : l , t , u r e .  I r m  s i ; r e  i i e  v r o n f  t  i r i n , l  i f  I  r e t e ] l  i t  h e r e .

Ron, a"t  +"he t i rne, !v ' ,s on service wi ' t ; l :  the Sri t ish Army in India and
one day was dr iv ing a Land. t iover and ha-;d. the i 'v indscreen fol-d.ed d.own
for  coo lness .  As  i r ;  com; lon  there ,  a  par ty  o f  vuL tures  w(ns  feeo ing
at  the  roads ide  and l i f ted  o f f  as  he  approached.  Ctne  b i rd ,  however ,
w i ; i s  r r  l i tb le  l - i . r . te  anC i ts  f l i gh t  pa th  took  i t  th rough the  open f ron t
o f  the  veh ic l -e  on to  the  seat  ne-x t  to  F-on .

Large, f lap; ing wings lyere beat in6q Ron arbout the head a.nC. face as the
b i rd  f ran t ica l l y  t r ied  to  6e t  a i rborne  f ro rn  the  conf ined space o f  bhe
c a b .  L n  a n  e f i o r t  t o  r e d u c e  i t s  w e i 6 h t  f o r  t a k e  o f f ,  t h e  b i r c l
r e g n r g i t a t e d  i t s  m e a r l  i n t o  R o n r s  l a p .

A t  b h i s  p o i n t ,  R o n r s  p a , t i e n c e  w a s ,  u n i l e r s t a n d - a b I y ,  w o r n  a  b i t  t h i n ,
so  he  drew h is  ,JB ca l -Lbre  Serv ice  revo lver  and des^oatched.  the  b i rd .

L ,ne  th . ing  I rm not  cer teL in  i ; f  i s  whet i re r  l ton  then took  the  op ; ;o r tun i ty
t o  m a k e  s o m e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  b i r d r s  d i e t . ; \ t  s u c h  c l o s e  r a n g e
sorne very  accura te  observa t ions  cou ld  be  m: rde .

Hon I Io pl<ins on.

At las  t r ip  to  Ac l ; rnd  area .

Sunday September  21s t  saw the  usua l  smal " l  p . , r ty  o f  s ix  members  meet  a t
i ) igo t t ts  fo r  the  month ly  l - ' i e ld  fay ,
This r lary vras und.ertaken in an effort  to f i l l  in a few blank bl-ocks on
the  At las  g r id  o f  observ i r t ions .  I t  i s  i roped. ,  fo r  the  new year ,  to
arrr i .nge a week-end canp in the area which wouLd permit  coverage in
grea ter  depth .  The At las  scheme conc lud .es  in  December  1 !81 ,  eo  perhaps
ou. r  c fub  w i l l  under t : i ke  more  t r i l ; s  o f  th is  na ture .

However ,  on  th is .par t i cu la r  day  the  two cars  convoyed as  fa r  as  the  tum
off  to Brymaroo (near Rosal ie Plains landing ground) at which point
one car cont inued to just be1'ond Kulpi  and thence returned.,  over var ious
roads  in  the  arear  th rough Goombungee.
' Ihe second. car proceeded westward.s to tsrymaroo and cl istr ict  and returned.
v ia  l lowenv i l le .  i ' l o re  cars  wou ld  have enab led  be t te r  covera te  bu t  perhaps
next  t ime a  b ig6 le r  tu rn  ou t  w i l l  make th is  poss ib le .
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. r ) ink -e i i red  Duck  .  1 r ,8 ,80 .  Jyer r  s  L i rgocn.  GC.  JJ l j  .
I ' a .c i f i c  f )aza .  26 , ' ) .8O,  Ucho VaI ley .  i ' i r l t ' .
lS rer ,h rn iny  K i te .  24 .8 .8O,  .Broadbeach.  i3 .
Co l- l-ared Sparrowhavik. 5 . 8 . B 0. gC .
R e d - k n e e d  D o t t e r e l .  1 5 . E . 8 0 .  A p e x  L a k e .  G C .  J C e .
l led-c:,Lp1rer l  : ' lover.  112.8.80. Currumbin i istuary. SB.
Gul l -b i I1ed.  Tern .  21 .8 . tJO.  i / te rmaid '  l Jeach.  S-L i .
Whi te -head.ed  P igeon,  25 .9 .80 .  Dud ley  St .  J t .
i f t re ra ld  f )ove .  J0 .9 .80 .  Range 5 t .  D I :4 .
Ra inbow J lee-ea ter .  25 .8 .80 .  

- tserghofer  
Dr .  i ' i ! ' i .

i ' r ih i te -be l l ied .  cuckoo-shr ike .  ( r ign t  e rnd  dark  phase) '4 .B .B0.Ocean s t ' JCC.J l l0 .
[ I ] r i te-winged Tri11er. .  29.9.80'  i i {emory St.  . i iA. SB.
R e d - c a p l i e c l  R o b i n  ,  1 / 4 . 8 . E 0 .  O c e a n  S t .  G i . J C C .
Cres ted  Shr ike- t i t .  25 .8 .1 f0 '  Redwood Patk .  I . i iA .
,Rri : i 'cus - tranbrr i l .  ; . .p.80. r j lbho Val l t ly '  i lJ" .
i tufotrs Songlark .  20/28,!) .80. Postmeurts Ridge. Ji ' lA.
nrown Gerygone. 1-t l  .A.{r10. t tedwood Park'  i \LA..  i3.
Scair let  i loneyeater.  23. i -1 .  i - )0.  Highf ie lds .  GJ .  JC';  .
j \ r l a s k e d . , r { o o c s w a l l o w .  2 9 , P . 8 0 .  . t ) c h o  V a , 1 1 e y . l V i A .
i ' j h i te -browed t ioodswal fow.  29 .8 .80 .  -Ucho Va l ley '  i r i l .
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