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t iT*o eneourase the observatton and

s tudv  o f  the  b i rds  o f  the

Toonoomba 8 f€&.  r f

P res ldent :  Ron HoPk inson

5O gass  s t . ,  Toonoomba l+350.

Ph: 35 4912

Seeretarv-Treasurer :  Ann Shore t
' r shore lands i l ,  Wl thco t t  r l+34\ .

Ph:30 3207
Edt to r :  John Gregor t

2 Loeh St.  r  Toowoomba 4350.

Pn* :  35  8885.

Reeords  Of f lee r :  M lchaeL  A tzen l t

2 Memory St .  r  Toowoomba.

Ph:  35 1933.
Please address aI I  eorresnondence to :

The Seeretarv,  Toowoomba Bj - rd Clubt

Pos t  O f f t ce rDa r l l nq  He igh t s t

Toowoomba 435o.

F l rs t  o f f ra  reminder  tha t  there  w l l l  be  no  CIub  F te ld  Day th is

month.Also 
"**" t t r""  

that  f rom JanuaryrFleld Days vl l l  eommenee

at  7 -3O &. r1 .
November  saw a t  leas t  one s lgn i f teant  o rn l tho log tea l  event  fo r

the Toowoomb. .""" .  Nolsy Ptt tas were seen |n Redwood Park for

the f l rst  t lme t i ""e t i ' / '5.  Observers were l ' l tehael  Atzent,  Janet

Jlm and Granam corbin.  Graham also managed to obtaln a recording

o f  the  P t t ta rs  ea l l .
Al l  that  

""*" ins 
to be satd ts- l ' lerry Chr lstmas and a Happv New

Year  to  a l l .
Jbhn Gregor

Edl tor

OLUB CHECKLIST, OF IHE B:IRDS:-OF TC
Iffi ised in the November News-s
rev leed to  lnc lude b l rds  vh leh  we
what  l s  nov  the  C lubrs  loca l  s tu i
outsl r ie the or lg lnal  area of  stuc
ln  the  News-sheet  as  Member rs  B l r
Oay- ieooet.  fnaimuen as the btrds hrere seen slnee the t lme of  the

Cf, l t ; " - tneept lon and the only vartable has been the per lmeter of

our study 
""""  

t t  * t t .  fet t  to be reasonable to add then to the

i i r t . tn r r  reauces  the  .s11ght  gap lgqween ear l te r  boundar les
rr t r ietr  pertafned-between Oetotret 'L975 and Deeem\er 1977 '  In faet

on lv  t i ro  b f rds  t "e  lnvo lved and the  de ta l l s  e re  as  fo l lows:
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I , , IALLARD.  (Anas  P la t v rhynehos ) .A  t t ne  d rake  seen  a t  I .W.S .  F lags tone  *

dTe-r fTT noa and Kerr ie  Hobson .  5  .12.7,  .  (Subseguent ly  v tewed hv

th l s  w r i t e r  and  RGH.  )

BUFF-Banded  Ra l I ,  ( na l l us  Ph t I t pggns i s .  )  A  road  k t l l ed  spec lmen

f f iw f1 te rnea r theHe11don res ta rea 'onh1sway toa
Clu l ' r  F ie ld  Day and sut ' rsequent ly  v lewed bv meml lers  on that  day.

Ron  Hopk lnson .

New Toowoomba Bl rd.

f f i e re1(Ery th rogonys-Ctn .e tus . )2o . l1 .8o ia t
He i tdon Spa.  Graham Corb ln  and Michae l  A tzen l '
Four  adu l t  b t rds  ident i f ied  by  b lack  cap and b laek  breas t ,band;
a  wh l te  l lne  be tween the  hand and the  brown w lnqs l ru fous  f lanks l
red rrkneg 5 rr .

AIRCRAFT AI{D BIRD STRIKE.
ia t lon  t s  the  poss ib l l i t y  o f  a  b l rd  s t r l ke t

ln  wh ich  a  b i rd  1n  f l leh t  ean eome ln to  contac t  wt th  an  a l re ra f t
and eause ser tous  damaqer t f  no t  ae tua l  d tsas ter .  One oeeur red
recent ly when an Austral ian Pel- lean actual ly penetrated the eanopy
of  an  f i f f  and  eaused the  a i re ra f t  to  e rashrk l l l l ng  the  2  man c r€ l r l .
Faleons have l - reen used to f r iehten gul ls al tay f rom near eoastal
a i rpor t  s  .

A  b t rd  s t r l ke  w i th  a  happy d i f fe renee oceur red  reeent ly  fo l low-
-1ng t l ie  a t r  show eondueted  by  the  Army a t  the i r  Oakey  hase.
An t i .A .A .F .  Car ibou had been tnvo lved tn  d roop ing  parachut ls ts  fo r
t t r "  d isp lav .The s lc le  doors  o f  the  a t re ra f t  had been removed to
fac l l l t i te  the  drop .The nex t  dav la r te r  beeo4 lnq  a i rborne  on  the
re turn  f l tqh t  to  R iehmond a i r  baser the  b i rd (Probab1y a  b le leome
S*"f for)  r ras f rant lcal ly f ly ing around INSIDE the alreraf t t -
preiu*afr ly havins eained entrv through the open doors the day
prev ious lv .
t f re  b i rd  was co l l i r i i ne  w i th  var ious  par ts  o f  the  fuse laqe and l t
took  some t ime be fore  one o f  the  c rewmen eou ld 'sa fe ly  capture  l t .
Bv  th is  t ime the  a i rc ra f t  was  we l l  0n  i t s  was  southwards  and
cou ld  hard lV  tu rn  about rso  a  deseent  was made to  a  lov  leve l  and
the  c re t tman re leased the  b i rd  f rom the  a i rc ra f t  tn  f l lgh t '
Hopeful lv there is now a Weleome Swa] low trytnq to convinee hts
f r iends  o f  tho  t ru th  o f  h is  s to ry . I  can  voueh fo r  the  t ru th  o f
t t  heeause the  c rewman is  my son.N lee  onerDav id '

Ron HoPk inson.

A Honeveater Drtnklns.

On SaturdayrAugust ninth,  I  was f111lng mv eanteen fron Porphyry
Creek la  smi i f  watercourse  be tween Gunva le  and Char te rs  Towers .
Th ls  6 reek  eons ls ts  o f  s t r lnss  o f  poo ls  o f  e lear re lean water  upon
a bed o f  eoarse  sand and s rave l .A l together  an  enqaq lng  p laee a t
whtch  to  da l l y respeeta l l y  l f  one  is  supoosed to  be  work tng  a t
the  t tme.
I  r . ras  absentminded ly  watch tnq  a  q roup 6 f  smal l  passer lnes  dr tnk tng
and ab lu t tng  themse lves  c loseby .  The eonp lement  eons ts ted  ch le f l y
o f  Doub le  bar rec l  F inch  and Mel l th rep tus  honeyeaters rwhtchr l
be l leve  tn  re t rospec t  to  have heen e l ther  M.A lbogu lar is  o r
M.  Gu la r l s .
My a t ten t lon  was a t t rac ted  to  the  mode o f  d r ink lng  adonted  by  the
honeyeaters . Ins tear i  o f  tak tnq  water  d t ree t ly  f rom the  poo l r these-
birds proceeded to plunee thetr  beaks lnto the damp sand surround-
- f " i  the  va ter .  I  be l teve  thev  then par took  o f  water  ln  the  same
meti iod as they extract  neetar f rom blossoms.That swal lowing vas

,f ; f f i I+g. ,pIAger.VF,s lndteated by smal l  f luetuattons of  thetr  throats.

-  
. a ;



-3-

A Honeveater  Dr lnk tng  e l td .

I  found th is  method o f  d r tnk lng
wonder lng  i f  the  phvs lo logy  o f

,  that  they should dr lnk as sueh
of  d r lnk lne  I tke  ' rnormal , r  t t l rds

somewhat  ln t r leu tng  and am s t t l l
the  Naned Honeyeaters  d le ta tes
or  do  they  have the  a l te rna t lve

?

R.G .Hobson .

Wht te  Baeked  Masp ie .

Re  the  Aus t ra l - t an  Magp te  (Wt r t t e  baeked  raee . )  seen  a t  F l_ lnde rs  S t .
and repor ted by Ron Hopklnson ln  June Newslet ter .
Th l s  b l r d  l s  s t l l l  l n  t he  F l l nde rs  s t .  a rea  and  has  ma ted  v l t h
a  b laek  baeked  magp le  and  l s  eu r ren t r y  rea r lnq  two  o f f sp r l ns
whlch are about  2/3 grown.
The adul t  b i rds are qut te  tame and when food ls  thrown to them can
he  app roaehed  to  w l th in  a  few  fee t .  However reven  a t  t hese  e rose
quar te rs  l t  i s  d i f f i eu l t  t o  p lek  the  ma le .The  b laek  back  l s  t he
fema]e  w i th  the  fam l ] l a r  q rey  Bape  and  wh t te  back r the  ma le
honever  l s  no t  a  t rue  wh t te  baek  as  the  nape  and  baek  a re  f l eeked
w i th  sma l l  q rey  fea the rs .
r  have a f r iend ln  th is  area who is  rear lng a young rnaqple found
hur t  and  ahandoned  on  the  roads ide . I t  1s  app rox lma te l y  t he  same
s lze  as  the  w l l -d  vouns  ones .  As  an  exne r lmen t  t h t s  b i rd  was  p laeed
the  l awn  and  the  adu f t  b l rds ra f te r  a  c lose  l ook  o f fe red  l t  f ood
bu t  t he  "Pe t r r  e rouehed  down  v i t h  i t s r  h i l L  on  the  s round  and
re fused  food .Hoveve r ras  the  adu l t  b l rds  rematned  l n  the  a rea  the' rPe t r r  qa lned  eon f i denee  and  a f te r  abou t  5  m lnu tes  when  food  was
aqa tn  o f fe red  the  r rPe t r r  aeeep ted  l t  f r om bo th  adu l t s .
Later ,  when the adul - ts  two younq aDproaehed the female seerned to
reeogn ise  the  I 'Pe t f r  as  an  l n t rude r  and  a t taeked  l t .  We  then
shooed  the  o f fend inq  t sms1 .  f rom the  a rea  bu t  t he  wh l te  backed
mare  eon t tnued  to  feed  the  "Pe t ' r  as  l onq  as  the  b l rds  rema ined
ln  t he  a rea .
Mv  f r l end  t s  f eed ins  he r ' rPe t r r  se raDs  o f  mea t ' f r om a  f l a t  p teee
o f  p ine  shaped  to  the  apo rox tma te  s i ze  o f  a  f i sqp le rs  b t I I  and
i s  us l ng  a  sma l l  d roppe r  t o  supp l v  l t qu1ds .  The  t pe t , r  apnea rs
conp le te l y  recove red  and  i s  t h r l v tng .

JOE DEURLE.

F ie l d  T r i p  Repo r t -  23 .11 .80  t o  He l f e r  C reek .

The November f te ld t r tp was the f t rst  to eommenee at  the new t tme
of  7 -30  8 . t t l .  Memrrers  had a  fa t r  d r ive  be fore  reach lng  the  He i fe r
ck .  a rearand r  th tnk  tha t  the  numher  o f  spec ies  ohserved proved
the  va lue  o f  adopt ine  the  ear l le r  s ta r t tnE t lme.  Perhaos  the  ra tn
wh leh  had fa l len  the  prev tous  even ing  a lso  he lped.
Of  the  58  spee les  seen the  more  tn te res t tng  s igh t inss  o f  the  dav
were  B laek  Fa leonrSat tn  Bowerb l rd r teaden F lveatehers  nes t lng
and e  pa t r  o f  Aus t ra l lan  K lng  Par ro ts .
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Spec ies  L t s t -He i f e r  -C reek -21 .L I .  d !

Pae l f t e  Heron .
Wht te - faeed  Heron .
BLaek -shou lde red  K i te .
B laek  Fa leon .'Aus t ra l l an  Kes t re l .
Masked Lapwlne.
Fe ra l  P tgeon .
Peaeefu l  Dove.
Bar-shouldered Dove.
C res ted  P igeon .
Galah.
Ratnbow Lor ikeet .
Aus t ra l l an  K lne  Par ro t .
Sca ly -b reas ted  Lo r l kee t .
Eas te rn  Rose l I a .
Pa le -Headed  Rose l l a .
Red-rumped Parrot .
Pheasen t  Couca l .
Laughlng Kookaburra.
Sac red  K lnq f t she r .
Ra lnbow Bee-ea te r .
Do l l a r  B i r d .
T ree  Mar t l n .
Fal ry  F lar t in .
R ieha rd  I  s  P lp i t .
BFCS.
Wh i te -w  in  qed  T r l l l - e r .
Eas te rn  Ye l l ov  Rob in .
Jaeky  W in te r .

Rufous  Whts t le r .
Leaden F lvca tcher .
W11I ie  Wagta l l .
Eas te rn  Wh lpb t rd .
Superb Falrv-wren.
Whtte-broved Scrubwren.
Whl te - th roa ted  Gerygone.
Brown Thornbl l l .
Wht te - th roa ted  Treeere€p€r .
No lsv  Fr ia rb l rd .
L l t t l t  F r la rb t rd .
Not sy l , l tner.
Lewln  I  s  Honeveater .
S t r la ted  Parda lo te .
S  i l vereye.
Red-browed F i re ta t I .
Double-barred Flnch.
Common Star l ing.
Common Mynah.
Ol lve-backed Or lo le .
F tgb ied .
Sat tn  Bowerb l rd .
Austral  lan Ma gpte- lark.
Duskv Woodswal low.
Grev Butehe rbird.
Aus t ra l ian  Magp ie .
Pied Currauong.
Tor res tan  Crow.
P led  Buteherb i rd .

k
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M e m h c n s  t '  R i  r d  N o t e  s .

Aus t ra l  lan  Pe l lcan  ( l+  f l y lng  h lgh .  )  t5 . IO.80 .wt thco t t .  AHS.  JAS.
Rufous  N igh t  Heron 20 .10 . t lo  Spr tng  Creek .  SB.MA.
Rova l  gpeegbt l l .  Q)  30 .10 .  BO Oeean St .  GC.
Pabt f te '  Baza .  3 .10 .80  Ocean  S t .Gc .JcC.JEc .
PaI I ld  Cuckoo.  18 .10 .80  Echo VaI Iey  } ,1A.
Fan- ta t led  Cuekoo.  7 .LO.8O t+ t+5  West  S t .  MJ.SP.
Channe l  b l l led  Cuekoo.  23 .10 .80  Wi thco t t .  AHS.
Pheasen t  Couea l .  15 .10 .80 .  h l l theo t t .  AHS.
Wht te - th roa ted  Need le ta l l .  2 l+ .10 .80 .T  f 'mba Grammar  Schoo l  SB.
l ,Jh l te -w inqed Tr l l le r  .  16-27 .1o .80 .  DDIAETWest  S t .  l , I J .SP.

r r  r !  n r  2o . Io . t lo  spr lng  c reek  SB.MA.
Var led  T r l I Ie r .  oeean  S t .  19 . lo .80 .  GC.JEC.
Leaden F lyeateher .  20 .10 .8O Spr lng  Ck.  SB.MA.
Sat ln  F lyca tcher .  12 . IO.80 .  Memory  St .  SB.MA.
Sear le t  Honeyea te r .  5 . IO .80 .  Oeean S t .  GC.JcC.JEC.

MA: t ' l lehael  Atzent.  SB Shane Bradv. GC: Graham Corbtn.
JCC:  Jane Corb ln .  JEC:  J lm Corb tn .  MJ:  Mar t l yn  Jaeobs.
SP:  Sandy Pot t lnger .  AHS:  Ann Shore .  JAS:  John Shore .

Ner* Members. '

The C lub  ts  p leased to  we leome the  fo l lowtng new memtrers : -
Mr.  Ken James e/o DDIAE.
l"tr. Laehlan MasDona1d l ' lertno St.
Mlss  Sandy Pot t tnqer  e /o  DDIAE.
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