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rflo encourage the obse:nration and study
of birds of the Toowoomba area. tr

Presldent: Ron Hopkinson.
5O:FaE--St. , Toowoomba, 4750.
Ph: 75 4952

Secretanr/Treasurer: Ann Shore.
@ott rM.s.2z4,
foor,roomba , 4352.
Ph:  30  7207

Recor i ls  Off icer:  l l ichael  Atzeni .
@oowoombat  4350.
Ph: 75 1913

Ed. i tor :  lesley 8a11.
TSff imore St. ,  foowoomba, 4350.
Ph :  5z  6262 .

=)Lease acld.ress al l -  correspondence to:
-

"ShoreJandsr r ,  Wi thco t t ,  i q .S .224 ,
Toowoombar 4552.

NETIS-SHEET No. 72 - DECEMBER 1981

Our f i lm evenipS yas a great suecess. Everyone that came thoroughly
enjoyed the f i lm f fospreyrr .  f t  wes a unanimous comment that  i t  ia a
particularly brj-l l iant clocumentar]'. not only for its message aborit
b i rd protect ion and. conserrat ion,  i ;ut  a lso for  i ts nagni f ieent
photography. fhankyou to Maril lm Jacobs for lnit iating the whole
i-clea ancl helping out with the organization. To everyone else who
contributed. to nake the evening successful - our thanks a1so. l lhese
inclucle John Walter for his lten on the new book of Australi-an blrds
of prey, members who brought tapesr sJ-ides, feather eoLlections anil
photographs, ancl not forgetting the nembers who suppliecl a plate!

'ft has been suggestecl, because of the interest shown in the evening,'that we ho1d. more. This is being considerecl for next year, with
perhaps two 9r three meetings 4uring the year where members may get
together to hear tapes, show slides and photographs and other 

-

collections and. generally talk birds.

In order that more members wLII Join our fieltl outi.ngs in 1982 a list
of dates follows. This means you will be able to organize yoursel-f so
that you ean meet some feJ.J.ow members, make new friend.s and maybe nee
some new bircls.

January 24th
Febmarlr 28th
March 28th
April 25th (Anzac Day weekencl)
Vlay 25rd
June 27th

JuIy 25th
August 22nd
Septenber 25th
October 16th (Annual General

Meeting)
October 2fud-24t}l- (Birrl Count)
November 28th

llhe Executlve should like to wish all the lloowoomba Bircl CIub members
ancl their fanilies a velT Merry Chrlstnas antl rrGood. Bircttngrt in 1982.

Lesley 8a11. Edi tor
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The Things Birds Eat!  '

rqas working on Fltzroy Islanci
The lslancl is prlmarily National

nterior and predominantly rocky
I took the opportunity to tlo some
ew resort  on the is lancl ,  

" t  
present

t is hoped. that it shalL remain so.
the v ic in i ty of  the resort  that  I
tractecl exploration of the lslancl

would be a del lght  to any person orni thologieal .  In the surrounds of
i f r "  resort ,  then, were present many {Pe-cies typical-of  north Queens-
iina, among them'being Yell-_o_w-spo_t!g+ I{oneyeatgrsr . Du_sky Honeyeatgrs t
i " f for-Uet l led Sunblrds,  a Noi-sy Pi t ta,  Metal l lc  Star l inSg and. Vlhi te-
rumpea Swlftlets. A wancler along the l ittoral revealecl the gbiquitous
Si l ier  Gu1l ,  Crested. and lesser Grestecl ,Tgrnsr_3 lone Rudd.y Turnstonet
Eastern Reef Herons ancl  an occasional ,  dainty Black-napecl  Tern.

The large, smooth boul t lers festooning the water l ine provic le _rest ing
p lacesr -espec ia l l y  fo r  the  d lomlnant  spec ies  i .e .  the  Cres tec l  Terns
bnd the heions. 0n several of these rocks I encounterecl many srnall,

sh scales and bones. These r fmoundsrr
asal circrrmference with an
nce arr ivecl  at  the conclusion that
d by the blrds occupying these
he actual  act .  These truound.srf  are
Let fashion ancl would. d.lslntergrate
ulds holdlng then. Each mouncl was
bstance. I  d.educe that these
rns rather than the herons as they

contained, no crustacean exoskel-eton remains. these woulcl be ln eviclen
eoidutt"e in keeping with the heronsr catholic diet. I was not aware
that terne" reguigltatecl X.ndlgestlble.latter but suppose sueh nay_ be
the case as wl th-many other birc ls.  ( I f  herons are the culpr i t  thent
on Tl tzroy Is lani l  leastwansr thelr  d iqt  is  ent i reLy.piscator ia l ) .
This ls tLe only explanatlon I can offer regard.ing these rrmystery

mound.stf however I can stand open for oorreetlon.

Whi lst  on the subject  of  avian d. ietsr  8t  Jul ia Creekr late Septembert
rg their brood. - four in nunber.
ie  inseets ,  espec ia l l y  locus ts ;
rntg legless l izarcl ,  and a smal l
rouse. I  was surprJ-sed, however,  to
rv€ r something whlch I have never

seen be fore .

As  my work  i s  o f  a  per ipa te t l c  k lnd ,  I -am. l lm l ted  by  spaee^?s_!o  the
numbbr of  reference books I  can tote about -  Slaterf  s two f ie ld
euli les to be exact. Therefore there is probably a host of l i terature
[orrobr l rat lng these observat ions butr  nevertheless,  I  found them
interestlng ancl hope readers nay find them the same.

R.G. I lobson

A1{ INTRODUCTION TO BIRI'-WATCHING FOR X).DII'A'E' EDUCATION STUDANTS

In  September l  I  had the  oppor tun i ty  to  p resent  a  p rac t ica l  sess ion  on

Austr i l l -an birds to level I I I  Educat lon students at the Darl ing Downs

Inst j - tute a6 a part  of  their  uni t  in Environmental  Educat ion. My aim

was to  in te res t  these prospec t ive  pr inary  teachers  in  the  b i rd  l i fe

they rnight see around their  schooLs so that they in turn, night en-



--

; 'orm of  a s l ide tecture wi th- i "p"a"ui i ] ' " " i i , "  presentat ion took
r  f ie ld  t r ip  to  Lyonrs  perk  . , -  *ha  r . r - -__ .  one week,  fo l lowed

: ::3:l TnIiil "ofi li",i"i "l*"i j f lii" ril;ii!";i:s'3i";";;"Liif;, totx"fii"::"tn:Tff":f:r n::r ii;;iiiiJfffusF"'*tl,foff.ffi i#"",

lH"ff j'Siiulri::lj:".;r;1"::Il^oill:._ rhe presentation took th
3,il:*1.'ilIf "'i, ll;";'" :il-" :;.i:iiat:i'ii"!"inl"i5;,';:*:

n e
by

as  we l r  as  the  a t tache i  u r r " " i  
- -v r ' v r rJ  L 'u r l -ng  I

The sl ide lecture rnras ?rFacan.Faon.Bird-! ' t r tching.:ff.:*i:'"]:;'fi",il3",1i*::;;i.:m:F=F{: or .nnroximatery rd
bird il. lustrations rraa ueen-;;;;d;;;";:"f,"i1"1:ei"pl",_ articles an
on Austral ian birds and two i_i  ̂ , ,_- ^ j  L!  _- -r  _r 1-" a display of books?il"o;:j;llt"" birds and two ;i;;:";i ff"['i:"ff":.u::irtllr:j 3l:l

;l:l;l :'" "iil,ll,:';.::l "r :-l:f::!iti 
*;:"::,;i;:fi 'fi :"ff l{.1Iii;"ii,;" i:1t;:il Hl"i" jl "li:i:i:F:i,*'ini il;i:ffi : : jli, llll.;,.

Number of  Speciee At tendance Weather
t4
L5
16

18

Cockatoo
Lortkeet

9r- L4 - 16 -  p:OO an

!,-LtbJ-e pl.ed Cormorant
WhLte Faced lleron
Black Duck
Wood Duck
Keetrel
Feral plgeon
Crested plgeon
GaIah
Sulphur-creeted
Scaly-!3eaeted
f,Lttle Lorlkeet
Cockatlel
Pale-headed RoeeLla
R€d-runped parrot
Kookaburre
Sacred Kingfleher
Tree MartLn
falry MarH.n

Black-faced Cuckoo_shr
Rufoue Whletler
lflly Wagtall
Reed Warbler
hrhite-throated WarbLer
Noiey F.rl.arblrct
LLttLe Frierblrd
Blue-faced lloneyeater
Striated pardaLote
Sparrow
Doubl.e-baned Finch
Starl ing
Conmon tfynah
Magpl.e-lark
Magple
P[ed Curralrontr
Crow

:'l"t:#Tff"il*:t;ljfi ;ilf 
were particularly successrur and were held

!i" g trrroush bin o c ur.a, " ; ir-:ii 1""*. .il3"L::'i::: :,1"j" ru:;; ii:f ":,, 
"

r 'orikeets provided endless en30yment ior the i ir ;_""tr i""e each fto,., ,_ing. As wer1, the fr iarbirgs-3na p"r"] i""ded Rosellas r^/ere easirv8een.  The ca l 's  o f  the whi te- th ; " ; ; ; ; - i larbters ,  
s t r ia ted (Blact<_-iffS:*].ffi#T:i.rf,lu"f;;l y""li;;;';";i'u"u v"t-"iJili"" "up"ct orsome tvpe of wat"" ui"a ;;ff';"j;d;':ir"ri:'d;:"j*":i*;i{i"jl",

on three mornings added. another AinEnuion tg- tfr" 
""I i ie". fn addltlon) we watched a p"Ir or Maspie-rarks-;; i i ; i ;s their n,ra-iE"t in a nearbv

:  t ree'  Reasons for 
"er l i t i r rg Lyonr" p" i i i  as the venue for the f ie ldtrip included proxirnitv to- tt" in.t it"i l l  ease of parking and the:iT;:"ll$ ff;J;:':f,""1i"i:;";;;-;-;;;i"ty or uriast-..ir,",*u,,it"
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Marllyn rlacobe
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A.

Envl ronnenta l  Educat ion -  8OrO4

2.  Bi rd Ident i f icat ion Booke -

Scuee te r  I I ,  1981
Mari. lyn Jacobg

BIRD-WATCHINg

Select a Bnallr Ught wclght cff lcLent pair of ?X or 8I
nagnlf lcatlon as they are nuch eaeler to hold eteady
than a more powerful 15X or 2OX palr. Tbe f lret nunber
l-e the magnif icatlon and the eecond l-e the dia-meter of the
lene l -n  n l - I l inet ree (how nuch f tght  gete in to lene) .  I f
you wear  g laesee,  u6e eof t  eye p iece d i rect ly  on g laeeea.

Slater, Peter, Ll+el.d Guide-to Austral-Lan Blrde. Volune 1. Non-Paeaeflnee,
Rigby, AdelaJ-de, L97O.

S la te r ,  Pe te r ,

Pizzey, Graha-nt

B. DETAII,S:

€ o  F o o d

f .  Behavior

A Fleld Guide to Auatral ian Birde. Volune 2. Pasaerlnes
R:lgbyr Ade]-alde t  L974.

A Fie ld Guide to  the Bi rde of  Austra l la .
Sydney, 19UO.

Col I lns,

1.  Where  to  go .
Areas  near  water  -  c reeke,  ponds ,  nudf la te ,  beacheef  swAnpe
Fores ted  areas  -  ra in fo res t ,  euca lyp t  fo ree te ,  parks ,  sc rub

2-E@,.
Early norning is the best t ine to see birde, Iate afternoon ia
a reasonable t ime and nidday l-s the worst t ine.

1. What to lPqE_!-qr.

a.  S ize  and shape (conpare  b i rd  w i th  fan i l ia r  ob jec t )

b. Fl-J-ght (hovering, soaring -  wlug posit ion for bl-rds of prey
pat te rn  o r  d i rec t ion  o f  f l i eh t )

co CaII  or Eong

d. Eabitat

( i n s e c t s ,  s e e d s ,  f r u i t ,  a l g a e ,  f i s h ,  w o r m s )

(does  b i rd  exh ib i t  anJr  unusua l  hab i ts ;  ie .  bowerb i rd )

gr Coloring and other features:

t) Beak - color and ehape

2)  Feet  -  type

5) Eye detai ls

4) Tai].  - Iength and shape

5) Unusua} patterns Ln w'ings, tai l ,  body

5)  Color  o f :  head .  breast  .  back . rump . J-egs

prey ( t t tes,  fa lcons,
l-arge raptoree)

I

* Note wJ-ng posit ion for soaring birde of
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PEREGRTI{E SAr,coN - fhe Gogcl News anel the Bad lyews.

TORTTTUDE VAIISY. a.  4006.

19 Mitehel l Street ,
Q.  4510,CABOOITURS.

I

Greg Czechurar Queensl-ancl RepresentatLve of the Auetrallan RaptorAssociatlon, ls prepar_lng-a 3u_rvey of the status-ot reredine-iarconin southeastem Queenslaicl. fhe initral_ 
"t"i"u-oi 

trris-il"v;y-requireslnfomation from obsex\rers who have .'owreclgE-of-ureedlng sri6", areasw|9re Peregrines- ar_e regularly eneounl;r;e;';oa-pi"y species. rnforu-ation on sites which have beeir used, for br6earng-but which are nolonger Ln use are also of value.
when provitllng inform€ it would..be appreciatecllf infor:mation could t rt slte ( cf fi i-f 

"ag",tree hollow, ctisusect r lrrounairii-;:4.-i;heavi.ly tinbered. 3Ie? t j. prey- Ep""I"s-neeaonly be_ listed.. If d.e lave oecumecl inpart icular areaa, prease note these accord. inglt : ' -
location of speeiflc sites wilr not be publishecl.

Trtg gy=fey w111 follou Le to obtaLn moreeletaj-led. informatlon o rrticular nest sitev' conclltions. . rt. is lgp fltimately provide abasls on which the SE. :an be monitored..fmned. iate info:mat ion 
a^^1^_ r^ L- n d,ensl ty,  opt imal i tyof habitats and' feecling ecology to be macle. sone-or trrr* d.ata wirl bepubllshed'' aources of infor"naf,ion wtll be aclcnowieagea accordingly.

Anyone wlshing to provide lnforuation !f narticlpate on surveys shourd.eontaet Mr czechura at  the fo] lowlng addr is""" i - ' - -
c/- Oepartn-e_nt of Herpetology,
QueensLanil Museun ,
Gregory Terrace,

O T

:t ::

The followlng lten was contrlbuted. by ,the staff of the Departnent ofEducatlon' s Amaroo Ehvlronmental sch6ol 
"t-rr"roi6n,rn about': 'the second week of.Augus_t the two teachers went to persever-anee Dan to check on the pair 6t reregrine fii;;;-;esti.ng there.when they arrr-ved. they roirnd oo. 

"auiT 
shot.

rater vlsits have founil that a pqif of Peregrlnes are sttl l i r resid.encebut are unlarown lf tley. qre an iault and j#ilIi; 6r not. The birrtsare Yery wary now and' difficult to observ6. Th;-report is that-ifr"ymay be seen ln the trees at the back-or-tr* dil: 
*"r

setl MeKllllgan of the loowoomba Field Naturalists club is lookingfor volunteers to help tag Egrei nests at tn;-c;iton Egret Heronry.
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I'IEID DAY RXiPORT
pRnsnou RD./srocKytRD cRxEK RD. zz/11/91.

ryembers p_articipatlng-r lesley P"lr, Ron co3-pus, Grahan and. Jane
Corbin, Maggie Drabsch, John ancl'Ann Shore,_
It was a beautlful dlay after heavy
were few, but the rewarcls great.

.f i fter leavlng Plggots the first
followed the road along the rln
of f  onto Stoekyarcl  Creek Road.
some not go eonmon.
Soec ies  l i s t :

raln. Ari ryual members partlclpatlng

stop was on Presi'on Rrl.. ltself . We
of the Great Dlvlding Range and. turned.
A large nunber of blids wds seen,

Australasian Grebe, White-faced. Her
Black-shoulderecl Kite, Australian K
Crestecl  Plgeon, Ga1ah, Scaly-breast
Cockatel l ,  Pale-heacled. Rosel la,  Con
Pheasant Coucal, Tawny tr 'rogrnouth (n
eater, Do1larblrd, Whlte-backed. Swa
Riehard.f s Pipit, Black-facecl Cuekoo
Shrike-thrush, Satln Flycatcher, Wl
Golden-heacled. CLst ieola,  Superb Fai
Recl-backed. Falry-nren, Thite-throat
Noisy Friarblrd, Lltt1e Friarblrcl, :
Brown Honeyeater, Striatetl Pardal-ot
browedl FlretalL, Zebra Fineh, Doubl
Mannikin, Starllng, Counon Mynah, F
larkl Dusky Wood.swallow, Grey ancl P
Currawong, Crow.

Mtrn{BERS I BIRD NOTES

Great  Crested Grebe.  18.10.81.  K lnk le lgh Pt . ,  Somerset  Dam. MJ.  Sp.
Rufous Nlght  Heron.  24.10.81.  Joner
Black-necked Stork .  11.10.81.  Gat tc

Plnk-eared Drck (4)  .  11 .10.81 .  Gra l
Wedge-talLect EagJ-e .  9.10.81 .  Oeean
leregr ine Falcon.  11.10,81 .  Grantham Saterhole.  I , lJ . ,  Sp. ,  18. .  VS.
9"gpl "T [e :mi  18.10.81 .  K i rk le igb pt .  r  somerset  Dam. '  MJ. ;  s t : '
Br ld le t l  le rn .  7 .11.81.  Bamaga.  RGE.
Cormon Noddl.y . 2U.1 1 .81 . Thursday f s. RGH. 

-"
Yel low- ta l lec l  B lack Cockatoo \5) r -  10.10.81 .  over  Dunmore St .  T ,B,  JB.
Aust ra l lan Ki lg  Parrot .  24: ' !o :81.  s lmesthorpe.  JEc. ,  Jcc.
r,arge-tal led l l ightJar .  13.1 1 .81 .  Prince of $Iales rs. RGH.
Unlfor^n Swlft let .  4.11 .81 .  Bamaga. RGH.
Buff-breaeted, ParacH.se Kingfieher. 25.10.81 . Cakns. RGH.
{gi"y l l t !"  .  24.1O.81 . Reclwoocl Park. MA. e pM.
Cicaclablrcl. 24.10.81 . Prince Henry Drlve . 

- 
GC .

Pied Monareh FlyeAtcher. 25.10.81 . Cafuns. RGII.
4angrove Go1d,en Whlstler , 3.1 1 .81 . Bamaga. RGH.
Crested. Shrlke-t l t .  24.10.81 , Reclwoocl ?ark. l4A., pU.
Clamorous Reed.-warb1er. 25 .10.81 . Shorelande nriie , Wlthcott. AHS .
Scarlet Honeyeater. Dunmore St.,  foowoomba. I ,B.
Black: ' faced Woodswal low.  51 .10.81.  Hod.geon Va1e.  MJ.1 Sp. ,  IJB.
Y lc tor ia re  Rl f leb l rd .  5 .1O.81.  Pa luma.-  RGH.
Trunpet Manucod.e. 4.11.81 .  Bamaga. RGH.

MAI Mlchael Atzenl. JB: John 8a11. trB: lesley 8a11. ec: orahaucorbLn. JE0: Jln corbln. JCC: Jane Oorbtn. RGft:  R;A-Hob;o".- i iJ,
Iarllyn Jaeobs. PM: Pat Meconnel-l. s?: sandy pottlnger. vS3 veraSlmon* AHS: Ann Shore. JAS: John Shore.
SElf IIIE/IBER lerry Rels. 20 Roma St.r lloowoomba. We1come, [erry.


