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"To  encourage the  observa t ion  and s tudy
c f  b i rds  o f  the  Toor ,uoomba area . r l

l ' res j -d  ent :  Ron l lopk inson.
55:Fasl -5 t . ,  Toowoomba,  4150.
P.h: 35 4952

Secretarv /Treasurer :  r \nn Shore.
r rs l imot t ,  y t .s .224t
l loor,voomba , 4552.
Ph :  10  1207

Records  Of f  i cer :  I rT ichaeL Atzen i .
2 i ' ,emory
T . h .  Z t r
r  f  r .  /  )

St .  ;  Toowoomba,
1913

4350.

l i d i to r :  Les ley  Ba l -1" .
TFFnrnore St.  ,  Toowoomba ,  4350.
Fh :  12  6262

T ' lease add, ress  a1 ]  cor respond,ence to ;-(,1ro 
r 

*fE-e 
ffiffi-Tirn e onlt )

' l ' l r ?  ' l d i t o r ,  Toowoomba  B i rd .  C lub '
15  Dunmore  S t . r  Toowoomba ,  4350 .

N-[l.IS.SHEET_tlp_r_*74._- JUNE 1983

I ra l f  v ray  th rough the  year l  Doesnr t  t ime f1y  when your re  hav ing  fun?
f ,  nor .sona l  on in ion  is ,  tha t  i t  has  been a  suecess fu l -  f i r s t  s lx' | r  

l . ' v

nion'bhs forthe c l -ub. Ide have added eight new birds to our l lS and
eieht new members.  For a smal l -  c lub I  bel- ieve this is a good step
forrsard.

Once again I  have not recognized the author of  an art ic l -e.  l4ar i lyn

"Tacobs wro te  l -as t  monthrs  f ie l -d  day  repor t .  I  fee l  very  bad ly  i f  I
do  th is  r  os  I  rea l l y  apprecJ-a te  the  ar t i c l -es  and repor ts  tha t
members submi-t .

"3; tember our f l lm night,  2r-rd J_t l ly .  At  l -east  three f i lms wi]L be
:- ' loum and i t  shoul-d 6e a $6Enlgfr t  for  a l - l .  I t ts real ly great to
i r -?ve  a  chat  to  those members  tha t  one d .oesnr t  see  tha t  o f ten .
r ' lease support  your c lub by coming yoursel f  and. br inging fami ly
and fr iends. Youf l l -  f ind.  i t  is  worthwhi le.

Ia l ,e ly  there  has  been a  keen in te res t  in  the  membersr  b i rd  no tes
, , . r i th several  members submit t ing their  ts ight ingsr of  the month.  I
a l r . rays f ind these fascinat ing as th is of ten the only t ime we keep
.tr ]  touch with some of our far- f l -ung'members.  I t  is  an opportuni ty
to read. what k ind of  b i rd l i fe some lucky people are seeing.
Perhaps a bird that  was exci t ing for  you to see may st l r  a memory
r. . r i th other bird.os.  PJease g@re. your exper iences and donrt  be shy
or afraid.  that  people might scoff  ,  Bird.watching is the most
exhi larat ing past ime, fu l l  of  beauty,  charm and wonderl

- -oo0oo- -

les ley  Ba l l
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FIIU--WING ;
, , , Ihen :  Fr id .ay ,  25 td .  Ju ly  a t  7 .1O p . r l '  fo r  7  '45  p ' r l '  *

&gry :ToowoombaEd.uca t ionCent re ,BakerS t . ,T lmba. )e 't€'vihat: 
:f,:3r'1fl"'tiHiT?3"3' ;n? 8ilT"tfi:: i:'l:33. x
r r ' dac ldensea :  A  l , i r d rs  Pa rad ' i se r r  -  b i rds  o f  t he  *
vretLand-s of l{o1Jand." )e
I r r i {ander ings of  a  Natura l ls t t t  -  th is  f i lm l -asts  *
for  27 minutes and is  about  b i rd 's  of  I ' {ew ) r
Zeal -and and l rust ra l ia .  ) r

, , ' fho:  Toowoomba Bi rd '  Cl -ub members,  guests  and other  )F

in te res ted  peop le  o f  t he  commun i t y '  *
+

t le lnbers.  p lease br:Lr l$ ai latet  I
-*

)+J(**-.v.t(.{)€.x*)+***"\. .x)c-xxx x-** ' ' \ --)f-*-x-*#+-x-){-* '*+( ')e+(-xJ(J()r*J(* '*++-xJ(xr*-) i} t 'x* 'J€J(*tt t€t(J+-* '} i+t+€'(t f

lrnru_SPwAggl- llo''il AlllliT ARE r/fl]?

and conservat ionists ] rnow about th is
Atzeni  found in the Cour ier l ia i l  '

i low many of  You nature lovers
sninpet of  infornrat ion I ' l ichael
5t  / , i /azt

t: i loRESTS GoIIE BY TIln YEAR 2ooo

I ; - round the  wor ld . ,  n ig t  and day ,  60  ha .  o f  ra in  fo res t  d ' i sappears

i t t " t t i - "vably 
""e"V 

ni inute,  most ly owing to commercial-  logging'

day  ( i t se l f  a  f rac t lon  o f  the
. ing by the year 2000. ! t r1J-dl- i fe
l -ose  a  mass ive  source  o f  mater ia l t
'  l - i fe  and.  o thers  the i r  sense o f
rs t ,  ephemera l  and.  verY Pr iva te
rer  benef i t  f rom'  nor  fo rg ive .

Lt  seems baff l ing that  r . re spend. mi l - l ions on programs to explore and

exp la in  space,  a  bar : ren  and.  to  a l - l  in ten ts  and purposes  ] i fe less
env i ronment ;  ye t  a I1  a round.  us  the  ra in  fo res ts ,  so  r i ch  and cornp lex
in f i fe and.. f6rm that we have barely begun to explo-re and explain

them, are 
"o* i t tg 

d.ovrn forever,  largely wi th the of f ic ia l  approval

o f  the  wor ld rs  governments .

ICBP is deeply invo]ved in tne promot ion of  ra in forest  consen/at ion,

and vre were i i reretore alarmed to learn of  the propgsed logging

="i teaur" that  now threatens the heart  of  the conand-ale Range

,[ 'orests 84 hn. north-vrest  of  F ' r isbane'

Th is  w i l l  comple te ly  i so l -a te  the  two ex is t ing  na t iona l -  parks  and,

lu "u , ru"  ra in  io res t  cons t i tu te  a  mass ive  in te r -connect ing  web o f

" . io i io "sh ips ,  
we can expec t  tha t  the  charac ter  o f  the  two parks

wi } ]_  i le te r ib ra te  as  a  consequence.  I t lany  an imal_  spec i -es  requ i re

much  la rger  i rac ts  o f  fo res t  than  these  twor t i sLandr rparks  a re

l i l ce ly  to  p rov ide  ,  and rv i l }  p robab ly  become ex t j -nc t  there .

I ,ar  f rorn fe l l ing the 5OOO ha. between the two parks r  every ef for t

needs to be mad.e to expancl  the par l ts to cover th ls whole area as

; " ;  rna jo r  r " " " " . r . ,  sa fb  fo r  the  recrea t iona l ,  educat iona l - r  sc ien t i f -

i " - t i " " fucL ing  med ica ] :  much pharmaco log ica l  p rogress  d .epends on

s 'bud ies  o- f  l i t t l -e -known p lan ts ) ,  and aes the t ic  needs  o f  fu tu re
genera t ions .
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.TIIR.EIiIATCH cont I d

, ir l nc,pe the people and Gove"nTglt -9f--?T::l=1?"*-Y*'t":: i:Hl"*|";; ";:l: ii'ii itv" 5;; ;;;"ili; ;.Th' 
-p'l"ii" 

s?*:l ̂ :l t"H, ::: l: *1"?: -:li;i'3"ffi;;#;+ ;;; ;;i;?i;;;i" ;;"i:.^_c ."1:l:1:*: u*::f l:5I ,,r't"'-th is  imPor tan t  ano r ts l l ld lnc r t

nat iona l -  Counc i i - - io i  g i "d  p reserva t ion ,  Cambr idge,  Eng land ' '

I l i chae l  A tzen i

- -oo0oo- -

EW
an aspect of birclwatching
rerienle rather than from
resul ts.  I t  f i rst  occurred

iven the imPression that tE"Y
ireir should-ers as to what I was
anil their bow waves became

to water-ski and- sail- and" that
down bY the  wate r rs  edge ' -  So-we
s therr and' they d-icLn t t take the

flve roetres away and got a

,d. as we were going into Atherton
rhaPe that looked birdlike in the
: .  

-Not  
unusua l  fo r  us  in  these

)rs -  even i f  wetre being tal lgated'
out I noticed that the bir '1 had
tnd. was busY Pecking away at
-y  as  poss ib le ,  b inocs  a t  the
rhrunnbr it was back in the long

I by this tlme discovered' rqhat was
e road.;  there had been a reasonable
sY tucking into.
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] l I3 l IU t l ' IECHNIQUES cont r  d .

Although this was a country road. and fairly-quiet t lere occurrecl one
o. i  'uhose lnstances when the road, became sudclenly qui te busy in
ei ther direct ion,  ancl  I  cursed a bi t  as I  thought here goes my
chances of  get t ing a goocl  look.  f  was most surpr ised. and amused. to
r^ratch the performance in the mlrror. It al-nost totally ignored the
vehic les wizzing past i t  -  in fact  i t  l -ooked almost as i f  i t  were
playing tchj-ekent vr i th them. Depending on what s ide of  the road
ttre-vel i ic le was approaching the bird neat ly judged on which s lde of
t i re road i t  had to be, and you could.  pract ical ly see the passing
,drausht ruf f l -e i ts feathers as i t  went by wi th only a few inches to
spare -  and not paying the sl ightest  at tent ion to the cars but-  just
nbing busy picking up the grain.  I lventual ly i t  came up past the van
and I  got  a good sight ing af ter  let t ing i t  get  far  enough avray to
focus  the  b inocs  -  a  Banded Land-Ra i l  (S la te r ) ,  a  Buf f -banded Ra i l
accord. ing to the Readers Digest.  Af ter  that  l i t t le episod.e I  th ink
you rnight appreciate our amusement when read,ing the opening
Traragraph on this bird in the R.D. r fThis shX, ret i r ing rai l  is
selr lom seen, even though i t  is  common j -n swamps, lagoons ,  wet
grass lands  and a lonq water  courses ,  wherever  abundant  vegeta t ion
provid.es covert t  I
; \  l lassie van sight ing was seen by +y wj- fe as we were approaehing
] ]eacons f ie ld  (o ld  go ld  min ing  town) .  She asked me had I  seen the
star l ing on a fencepost as we rounded a bend. Again s lap on
anchors and into reverse as i t  was apparent ly feeding i ts young.
Dec lded.  th is  was no t  a  good s topp ing  po in t  as  th ls  rea l l y  was
fn te rna t iona l  ,  l ' l e rcedes ,  l ' Iack ,  t , /h i te ,  e tc  t imber j inker  count ry ,
p;et t ing - in as many !" ipF as possible in the day. So we pul led up
at a safcr  point  and wal- lcerL back to invest lgate.  There was no
ev icence o f  the  parent  b i rd ,  bu t  th is  pos t  was  so  near  the  road.
that we could have reached out and touehed. i t  as we went by.  The
post  was  a  b ig  one-  about  th i r ty  cent imet res  across  bu t  i t  was
hol l -ow with a straight vert icaL hol-e about eight to ten eent imetres
i.rr d"lameter. ' l i lhen my wife saw the parent bird, it was then on her
eye l -evel  in the van, she saw thAs l i t t le beak appear ing out of  the
irol-e to be fed. This was qui te incredibLe as the hole was a good
armr s length deep and when peer ing into the gloom one coulc l  just
c l iscern three baby bird"s.  I low they scrambLed up to the top of  the
hole to be fed seems al-most unbel ievable but there was no other
access .  I  canr t  imag ine  they  took  i t  in  tu rns  fna ture  a in r t  l i ke
thatt  -  but  I  can imagi-ne the two that didntt  get  up to be fed
crouching and ducking as the one up top eame tumbling down agaj-n
in to  the  nes t .

Roy Beaton

- - o o O o o - -

J,T IU)DAY RilPOItT - -[ ' I i i ]Ts't iORqI_ $R:i;\ . 2's .5 .Bz
A smal l  convoy of  four  cars and"  tvro new faces enjoyei t  a  p leasant
morningr  s  b i rdwatchlng on a round"  t r ip  between Toowoomba and the
a rea  eas t  o f  P i t t swo r th .

A l though-no th inp ,  ex t rao rd ina ry  l vas  seen  i n  the  to ta l  o f  57  spec ies
u t tdou tb ted l y  the  mos t  no tewor thy  s igh t i ng  was  tha t  o f  a  numbe i  o f
l , - Lac l ;  I t i t es  i n_  the  T , i n tho rpe  a rea ,  t h i s  spec ies  be ing  ra the r
un()c lnrnon 1ocal l .y .
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, . ,r;LD DAY RE'IC)R.T conttd
fhe Pi t ts ,vor th i lnv i ronmenta l -  l :ar .

l r ave1 l1ng  f u r t he r  a l ong  t he  l i n .
s1 i1r  speckled r ,v i th  raptores as we_
pol.rcrl ines they vieie al- l  Bro,um

?c_h  la rge  numbers  and  fo r  me ,  a r
; i gh t i ng .  i i e  don r t  kno , , , , r  v i ha t 'w i l r
The  t r i p  ho rne  a lon ,g  the  Cec i l  l ? l -a ins .Road  y ie l r i . ed .  nex t  t o  no th ing ,: r ] . t ho t - t gh i , r e1 radhoped fo raSpo t t - d . - } Ja r r i e l

Those  tn rho  a t ten ied  v /e re  I ' i i chae l  A tzen i  (and  f r i end )  r  - I , es ley  8a11 ,l l on  co lpus ,  Graham and  Jane  co rb in ,  
- i a t - l ' r cconne i r - "na  

new member' lon.: Ven r p.f i_ I .-  - ' - J  '  v r | j t r

' v -nce res t  t l i anks  to  i es l -ey  fo r  reconno i t r i ng  the  a rea  the  dayl :c  fore -  cons ider ing the habi t ;a ts  we-  raree [u i ; ;  ; ; i i  un iu i ' ' ius ]ey,s
;1 i , t , i i l . rnce .

I " i ichael_ , i tzenl

. l l , cc i -es  l i s t :

57  spec ies
- - oo0oo - -

A r : s t ra l -as ian  Shove l l -e t  l goon .  I , i I " .  r  py .
r r s  Dam.  lB . ,  JB .
tR .
. ; i  BF. ,  Pu.

u D .

_f ,ed-necked Avoeet  .  24 .  
' * t '

l ?ed- r :ecked  Avoce t .  j f
l rh i te -hJ"J "d 'p iseon .  ( i  Dam.  P I ' l -  ( "19  iB .5 "82)

Ernera]-d.Dove3.4.B2.Red.wo"u' i3l l ] . . j ,u. , ' f i : ' 'eendr1d,ge_&
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I'lEl'iiBERS ' BIRD NOqEs--gont' d

Su lphur -c res ted  Cocka toor  9 '5 '82 '
.gou i t<e  t  s  par ro t .  24 .4 .82 ,  Eu lo .
B lue-w inged Kookabur ra  '  16  '5  '82 '

Cres ted .  Shr ike- t i t .  3  '4  '82  '  Red 'wood-  Park '

crri i""pin!-t; leageoi]t ' .  ^?5 '4 '82' $uLo ' TR'
IT ; l l i  s '  la6 t te r ' .  26  .4  .82  .  Eu lo  '  TR '  '  !M '
Ches tnu t -c rowned.  Babb le r  '  25 '4 '82 '  Eu lo '

Chestnut-"utp"a Thornbi l l .  '  24 '4 '8? '  Eul-o '

i t i l : i l ; ;aea i ' incn. 5 .5 "82. Coolmuncla Dam'

HA:  I r i i chae l -  A tzen i .  JB:  John 8a11.  lB :  ,  les l -ey  ra i r .  JEC:  J ln

corb in .  BF,  
-B ; i ; ;  

Fou l i s . -  
- i , i i , -  

I {a r i l yn  Jacobs .  pM:  pa t  Mcconne l l .

sp :  sanc ly  ro t t inger .  TR:  Ter ry  Re is .  TV:  Tony  venag l ia .

MD DNi
! r \ a  t  r r r .

Fernval-e
? n

Lyons  Park .  MJ . r  SP.

Br idge,  Br isbane R iver t
TTI

,  u  u '

LB . ,  JB .
,  PM.

TR. ,  P l i .
TR . ,  PM.
MA. ,  TR . ,  BF .  r  TV .

' lh is  is  a  waterb i r '1
dams on the waY to
casua l  day .

Iill,f,' I'1EDIBERS

out ing ,  ca l l i ng
Dyer rs  la6oon .

- -ooOoo- -

FIEID DAY FOR JIINE

Date :  Sunday ,  2? th  June '  1982 '

AssemblY  Po in t :  P igo t t r  s  Car  Park '

P lace :  DYer r s  l agoon ,  La id IeY .

T ime  i  1  , 15  3 . I i l .  f  o r  d ' ePar tu re
a t  7 .30  a .m .  sha rp .

at  severa l -  lagoons and smal l -
Br ing a p icn ic  lunch and have a

Cfub  news-shee t  have  a  dead l l ne  o f
Ih i s  co inc ides  w i th  the  F ie1d  Day

or  hand .ed  to  any  o f  t he  Execu t i ve .

- -oo0oo- -

members that  have in t roduced two new faces to

to the new members ani l  we wish you good'  b i rd ing '

K i r k l ess  S t . ,  Toowoomba .

Marga re t  S t .  r  Toowoomba .

t -

0rn i tho l -og is ts

Thank you to  those
the cl-ub. l ' trel-come

Tony  Venag l ia ,  +

Ray  V i l j oen ,  115

Tony we have already seen on our lv iay f ie l -d 6aY: v ' ih i l -e anyb-od'y-who

is i r l  the pfrotolrapl t i "  c l -ub wi l l -  have seen Rayrs.Yery f ine bird '
p i ro iog""ph;.  t45yb-e we can persuade you to show them to us one

evening, Ray _ooooo_-

PUBLICATIOIIS RECEIVED

Ior those members who were involved in the RA0U bird at l -as in any

; ; t ,  
" i i f , " r  

w i th  g91d*check l i s ts  o r . "  in  our  annua l  b i rd  count '  naX

be in te res ted  in  i f re  RAOU news le t te r  fo r  March .  I t  has  a  spec ia l

" . " i ion  
on  the  b i rd .  a t las  and g ther  p ro iec ts  tha t  you  may w ish  to

be  invo ]ved  i -n .

I i lCOS. r , ' l in ter  1982.  (CSfnO Envi ronntenta l  Research.

A,A.OU Newslet ter .  l . {arch 1982.  (Royal  . [ust ra] -as ian
Un ion  )

Urimbirra.  i r ' Iay,  1982. (Cninchi l l -a FieLd Natural- istsr  s Club )

- -ooOoo- -

T .B .C .  Pub l - i ca t i on  Dead l i ne

h rb i c les  fo r  t he  Toowoomba  B i rd
the  fou r th  Sunc lay  o f  t he  mon th .
and  can  be  ma i l ed  to  the  i , l d i t o r


