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At our June meeting the election of office bearers for the norn corrstitutional-
Tooloomba 3ird- Club took place. The results of thait electj-on may be reacl in the
Secretar,]r'ns Report published. below.

Sev,eral species of bird.s are at this time ci.-upearing in arnd. airound Toowoomba. The
nos't' noticeable are ihe Strar,,r-necked ibis. Although a fern; ho.d. :rrrived. here a;r
early as I'larch this year, the hrger flocks have just arrived recentiy. Tle
occasional \ihite ibis may be seen along r,r-ith his black anil white coirnlerplrt.
Anyone wishing to see tkrese birrls wouid. be well- aC.vised. to visit the Alclbrle-r
Street swamp (nea,r corner of Alderley and }il.ackenzie Streets) where the ibic ma;.
be. seen feed.ing daily r,rith 1ar$e numbers congregating there to roost eveqf even-
ing. l{id-d.i-e r?id.ge seefits to be o. very popular area for these bird-s, ind.eed. thc
old tirners often referred. to thern as.i\Iid.d-l-e Riclge tr:rkeys, obvior.:,sly associating
them vrith this area of tor,rrn.

fhe magnificent S!g11gl_jpfq'+C+ may also be seen in apparently increosing numbers
at this time of year. Aqyone taking a drive along either the Warwick road. or the
0akey road rn/oulC. etand. a good. chance of seeing these birds. Redwood. Park is a
m-ust f or aqyone seeking Rose robins 3,s they are stiLl there in good. mrobers.
Band.ed. plovers are plresently in residence in the Wilsonton aerodrome and. at the
Ins'titute. \flnite-necked. herons have returned ancl are likely to be encountered. at
Ald.erley Street .or the .llelson/Kearney Street vreiland..

The club project regarding the recording.of all bird casualties is now under rur,y
and nembers :)r'e requested. to keep.a iist of all dead birds encountered, (keep
the bird too if it is wholesome enough to d.o so), and periodically send. deiails
to oi;r itocord.e Officer/Librarian.

i'[al Perera is in Sri Innka at present and rve shou]d" hove news of some exciting
birC.,S from there in or:r future news.sheets. Your Ed.itor is accompanying the
Q.O.S. on a sea bird. outirrg on Sunday, 4th July and hopefully we may have some
news from that qurrter. At present our Secretary is also seeking to ilrrange a
n ' i  a L *  * r i  n  * n  * 1rr46arv vlry uv url€ Burrya }iounteins for errly next ye,ar. That should prove both
unusua] and interesl"ing (and. hopefully we}l attend.ed.) as should all or:r other
monthly outings which thej nevi Executive Committee is plann-ing: for our club. The
Executive Conm:ittee,r.' i l-I encLei.vorrr *,o serve'che club and its members to their
l - o q *  n h i l i t r r  f n r  t h e  t e r m  O f  t h e i f  O f f i C e .

Rod Hobsont
Editor.

,\l'XI NOIICE

illr. Ion Vernon, Curator of
fixed the date of his tal-lc

Qlureensland },{uso.m, has
f l l r r - h  oq  

' l i L - i  
d r r r  l 6 t h .v r w u  w  r r + u * J  tto  the
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At our" June meeting the election of office bearers for the now corrstitutionaL
Tooloomba Bird. CIub took pLace" The results of that election nay be reac] in t?re
Secreta;cy's Report  publ ished. bel-ow.

Sevora] species of birds are at this tine a,irpe:rring in iLnd. rround Toowoonb,:. 'the
inosit noticeabl-e a,re the Straw-necked ibis. Although a ferni h.l,d. r-rrrived here as
early as l.I.r.rch this year, the lnrger flocks have just arrived. recentiy. The
occa^sional l"Jhite ibis may be seen along w-i-th his bl-ack and',vhite cou-nterprrt.
Anyone wishing to see these birris would be well- aCvisecl to visit the Alderie;r
Stree+* s\{amp (neo.r corner of Ald.er}ey and }ilackenzie Streets)',vhere the i'!:i; mii;'
l 're ioon foodi'.cn daily rtith lar$e numbers congfegating there to roost evel)'ev,ln-r  v  v $ 4 r r o

ing. LHci.d.le rlid.ge see'ms to be a very popular area for these bird.s, ind-eed. thc
old- tirners oft.en refelred. to them as I'fid.dle Riclge tr:rkeys, obviou.sly associating
them vrith ikt-is area of tor,wr.

The magnificent Spgt.-!gg_&1rfgf may also be seen in apparently increosing numbers
at this time of year. Anyone taking a drive alot:g eil:her the Tfarwick road. or the

Oakey road- woulC. etand. a good. chance of seeing these bird.s. Red.lvood. Park is a

m-ust f or ar$rone seekJ-ng Rose robins 3s they are stil l there in good numoers.

Band.ed. plove.rs a,re plresently in residence in the lTilsonton aerodrome and. at the

Insiitute" Yfnite-necked. herons have returned and are likely to be encountered. at

Ald.erley Street .or the .Nelson/Kearney Street v'ret'land.

The club project regard.ing the record.ing. of all bird casualties is norv und.er we,y
and. members :lle requestcd. to keep.a iist of all d.ead. birds encountered., (keep
the bird. too if it is wholesome enough to. d.o so), and periodically send. d-ei;ails
to or:r ft,ecord.s Officer/Librariau.

i,ia1 Perera is in Sri Lanka at pre-sent and. vre shoufd. have news of some exciting
birC.,S frorn there in our futwe news-sheets. Your Ed.itor is accompanying the

E.0.S. on a sea bird. outi;rg on Sund.ay, 4th July and hopefully we may have some
ner,vs from that quarber. At present our Secretaiy is also seeking to arrange a
niolrt trin *n the Bunya Lrlountains for early next yeer. That should prove both1 r 4 6 a r v  u ! r y  v v

urrusual and interesl,ing (and. hopefully well attended.) as should all our other
monthly outings which thej nev; Executive Committee is planning for our club. The
Executive Corun-ittee will endLeevor-rr to serve the club and ite members to -ulieir

best abiiity for the ternr of their office. "'

IVIr. Don Vernon, Curator of Birdel Qtureensland Museumr has
f ixed the date of his tal- le to the Club os F; id+y'  16th..
July,  1976. This meeting wi l l  be at the i leachersr Centret
Irawrence St", Toov,loomba, c,t 7.J0 p.m. All rnernbers ond
friends €rJe recluested. to attend. this meeting.
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The club meeting for June i;as held on ll',,h Ju-zre a,t l\jaLiand_rah, the
q>4opqrty ai Vfitfrcott ancl the main brisiness for t]:e evening lvas the
club bfficersr held-over frore lr{ay. The meeting coilL?nencea shorply at
after'thc ciosure of written and- eignecl nomini'rions f or thc vacanr
The nonrirrations d.uly receiveiL before l.Jc perq. tr-trerG as foll_ov,"s:-

Posit ion Nonrinee llominators

Grahams I
elect ion of

l . JA psr t .
posi t ions.

Spotjgi. Iarri_cr* 7.6.76" levon Parlc.
Ar.oonrnnrrn*. - Rn,l -r{n}r.:nrr - f'tno mr*-rra

Alan Graham
3i11 Jolly
Bi l l  Jo11y
Chris Bianchi

Rod. I Iobson. Tlyo mature birds. 24.6.76.
tr i r" i  -

Presid.ent Ii11 Jo11y
Secreta:qr/Treasr:rer Al-c.n Graham
Editor Rod ilobson
Resords Officer/Librcrj.an Rod llobson

These being the only nornirraiior:s received. the abovc-meniioned. members were
cleclared to be the elected. kecutive Officers for the ensuing yooro

Reference vva^s mad-e by Bill joIly to the fact thai .\lr. Don Vernon, Curator of
Sirds' Queensland. Mlmeurar Snisbene, has offe=eC to give us en illustratecl ,cal_k"
The meeting d.ecid.ed that ilIr. Velnon be approacheo. to suggest d.ates suitablc ro
hineelf for h.is talk.

Alsor 3i11 has hr"rd. a talJc to l,tr. Glen Pos'b1e, Director of the Toovroomba Educatiof-
Centre ( t .e.U.) ot  the D.D.I .A.E. campusl with reg:rd. to the r . : ,se of the f .E.C. as
a venue for^futllre-meetings. I\[r. Post]-e kindiy offered. to help w"ith rcgnrd to,( l )  a room for club areet i i l$ f" i t i . -p=":"" i io" facir i t ies for su.des etc.)  ( i i )
r r n r l r r a * i  ^ *!!uL.uu',-r-uc of tl:e club!s Nev,s-sheet and (iii) club ad.vertising anrL promoiiorr.

The mee'ting voiced its d.eep appreciation to ]fr. Postle fcr this offer of help anC.
Looks forunrd. to the acti.vo '.rce of the T.E.c. facirities.

Paul Green supplied. the meeting with _two d.ead. bircl. specirnei:s, both ca^r casualti es.'Trlro cna^i-?n! wgrgl (i) sto_t!9d owl_ (Soobook owi) - hrytr.roo 28.J.76 and, (ii i 
- - -

Gold.en head.ed. cisticoin - Hatton Vale 6.5.76. These sp-cci.nens r,viil be forviard.ed.
to 1.rTr. Vernon, r;r"r.eens1and. Museurn.

litembers vlere remind'ed of the June outing to the Ritversbor.lrne National park and.
the meeting closeci at  p.OO p.m.

llEE TOoWOoXIBA_jII&DS,

l0A Pll:rqed es-e-t (Egretta intenned.j."), ?+.9.!9, Alderley St, swamp. Rod liobson.
26.6.76. Rod ancl Kerrie lJobson.

Single bird febding in compar{y of Stravr-necked ibis and i.yh-ite-neeked.
heron. Both sighiings late in afternoon.

l /  4
15l Ylonga piceB (Leucosarcia melanoleuca) . 27 .6..76. Rechvoorl Park. Bili "To1iy andr - -  . -  

R o d . H o b s o n .

Three bird.s trexplod.ingrr from ground.. Apparently feed.ing on ground. i-n
dense gror:nd. cover lvhen clisturbed.. Distinct clatter of nrings heard. as
birds sought refug'e in tal-ler tirnber.

164 tr'thite-winged ehclrgh (Corco:rax nelanorhamphu,s) . 11.6,75. Hod.pon Vale. Rod
and. Kerrie Hobson.

Ntne birds feed.ing in cleared pad.d.ock srrrcrxrded. by open bushland.,
Although this ie the cLubrs first record.ing of this species in
Toowoonrba they lppea.r to be quite corrrrorr in the Crows liest and.
T,eybi-rn oreas.

Mm,tsm.sr BIP.D NO['SS.



c-tub b^ffice?s, held-over from lrfay, fhtmeeTilFEonnencea shsrpit-at-iltr-il;;
after'thc closure of written ond- signecl nominations for the vacant positiorrs.
The norninatio:rs d.ury rcceivea bcfore 7,jc prm. werG as folJov,+,:-

Posit ion Iiominee lioirrinators

Presid.ent 3i11 Jo1ly
Secretary/Treasr:rer Alan Graham
Editor Rod ilobson
Resords 0fficer/Libreri.an Rod Fiobson

Alan Graham
3i11 Jol ly
3i11 Jo11y
Chris Sianchi

[hese being the only nominai;ions re'ceived. the above-nentiorred mernbers were
d.ecla.recl to be the elected Executive Officers for the ensuing Jrear.

Reference wa^s mad.e by Bill Jolly to the fact thai rrrir. Don Vernon, Curator of
Bird.s' Queensland. Mr.seunl Snisbnire, hcrs cffereC. to give us en illustraterL,;:ll-k"
rnha noa*i-g d.ecid.ed that L[r. \rernon be approacheo to suggest d.etes sr:-i-tablc to4 J . v  r i r v v  v + r 4 l

himself for his talk.

Alsor Bilt has h:"lld. a tatk to ],{r. GIen Postle, j)irector of the Toor-roomba Ed.ucatior
Centre ( ' l .E.c.)  ot  the D.D.I .ArE. ceJnpr.rar v; i th regerd. to the r :se of the T. j f .C. ar
a venue for^futr.rre,meetings. I\.Dr', Postl-e kin<lly offe::ed. to help with rcgrrcl to,
( l )  a room for club meeti"as l" i th; ; ; j# ion faci l i t ies for s l ides etc.)  ( i i j
nr nr'l r rn * r' ^-!!euuu',-r-u-.r of the club!s l[ev;s-sheet and. (ii i) club acivertising anri. promoiiorr.

The meeting voice'd. its deep a.ppreciation to l,h. Postle fc:r this o.ffer of hclp anC
looks forrr.rrd. to the activc '.:se of the T.E.c. faciiities.

Paul Green supplied. the rneeting vrith _two deact bird- specirner:s, both ca.r ca"sual_tres.' r l ro qna^in?n! were: ( i )  Spot ied ow1- (Soobooi< owi) -  Bryto"roo'28.5.75 ana ( i i )
GolC.en hoad.ed. cisticoicr. - Hatton Vale 6.6.76. fhese speci.rnens vril1 be forl,rcrd.ecl
to l.llr. Vernon, rlreer:,s1and. Muser:rn.

l,[embers were reminc].ed. of the June outing to the Ravensbourne iiiatior:.-e1 park an6
the meeting closeci at  ! .00 p.m,

I{EVf TOOWOOIIBA FIRDS.

l04 Flumer1 es:le,t (Eeretta intermed.in). ?+.9.76.. A1d.erley St, swarnp. Rod liobson.
26.6.76. Rocl ancl Kenie l{obson.

Single bircL febd.ing in conpany of Strav,'-necked ibis ancl 
-i.ftr-ite-neeked.

heron. Soth sighiings late in afternoon.

lng !{qng+ pigeo4 (Leucosarcia melanoleuce).  27.5..J6. Redwoorl  Park. } i1 i  Jol ly and# 
RocL Hobson.

Three birds rrexplod.ingrr from ryorutC.. Apparenthf feeding on ground. :'-n
dense ground- cover lvhen tlistr:rbed. )istinct clatter of wings he.ard- as
birds sought refug'e in tal-ler tirnber.

lq4 trfhite-rEl3ged chowh (corcora,x neLanorhamphr.rs). l-3,6,75. Hodpon Vale. Rod
I r ' 

ir,nd. Kerrie Hobson.

Nine birds feed.ing in cleared padd.ock surrouricled by open bushlanC.
Although this is thc club's first record.ing of this species in
Toowoonrba they :rppeas to be o.uite corrmon in tire Crows liest and.
leybi:rn areas.

}/Itr./Em'SI B]PO NOTES.

Spo'!:bed lrarrisl:* 7.6.76. levon Park. Rod. Ilobson. Trvo mature birds. 24.6,75.
Greenrnount, Rod. Ilobson. One mature bird..

Baqde4 glolter, ?1.6.76. rifarra-Macalister area. F.od, Hobson. These bircls ver;r
prevalent in this elrea.

Ettg_Eqryotf- l-1.6"76. Toor,ioomba, Rod. Hobson. lone female sittirig cn n'i::es in
I\fiackenzie Street.

&r1glg!qu;b.. 2J,6,'16. tltrarca. Rod. Ilobson. Sc-reral brrds
Exact subspecies not id.entified..

observecl in flight.

(cont /c . ) .
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I,,fl'smms' EE1D I{QTES (cont/cl.)

Pqllid cuckoo.23.6.j6. i;/a;r:':a. iLod liobson" Tuo bird.s observetL in sma1l area-+j.r--.--=1_t€&

roaclgtd.e.

:3*glgd-_g;ryliqg" IJ.5.76. Toowoomba. EiLeen anrl 8111 Jolly. Biril observed
hone ga,rd.en in ller:ries S'creet.

ltJlllt-e;bgqkecl sv,ir.llo-]'{* 28.5.75. Ilr"nge High,,vay. ;\1an Grahan. Several- swaiiorffs
flying from embanknent, across highrvay and into }?e rlllrood Park anC back.

t/ar_ie:i,-Egj11er. 14.6,15. Redwoocl ?crk. Rod iiobson. Lfilfe and fetnaie bird,s in
br:shland. verging on vine sc:rub. ?.5.6.76. Ra.nge Highway. Alan Graham. Single
male bird..

by

in

Weebi11. 27.5.16. Redvrood Park. Bi l l  Jol ty and B.od. Hobson.
ffieTffiin 1-1.6.75, Flagstone Creek. Iiocl liobson. l,[ale birri.. 14.6,76. Redwood.

Rod Hobson. l,[ale bircl. L7.6,76. i lerr ies St. ,  Tooivoolnba. Ei leen Jo11y.
27.v.76. 3i11 jol ly notod severaL birds in Red.vrocdFemale

Park.
bird- in home garden"

Red-eqp:glgobin 16.6.76. DIIAX" Co1in Kent.  l / la le bird. This is the f i rst  t ine

f f i e c o r c 1 e c . t h i s b i r d . i r r t } : e f 0 ] g n a r e a . U n f o r t u n a t e 1 y n o o t h e r
club rnember .vvas rrrith Coiin vihen he rnade his exciting fincl. (Sight:.rEs must be
nnnf irmor' l  hv two or mcre club members to be a, lc- led. 'bo our off ic ial  l - ist  -  Ed.)"
v  v r +  4 l l r v e  v J

Eastern spi4ebil-I. 22.6.?5. Toowoomba. Eileen Jol1y. Bird. sighrtecl in house ya::C.

@ L 4 . 6 . 7 6 . - . t . 1 a p t c r r e C r e e k . l . o d . : : n d K e : : r i e ] i O b s o n . T i z o b i r d s
f eed.ing on cactr:s blooms.

SpiAv-cheqbed. hcjleJca*"er. 21.6.76. i[arra. Roci- Hobson" Severe,l of these colourful

honeyeaters feed.ing in 1ow grorrnd. coveir
Reee!i_!all94:br_+. 14.6.?6. Toov,'oornba. Eileen and 3i11 Joi1y. Another bird for

Bill anC Eileenrs gurclen. This was a female birC..

Awlrgliq+Jery_e.f}: 22.5.76. Tooivoomba. Eileen Jo11y, The call- record.ed by Eil-een.
T ) i  r A  n n - . o l r a , l  j  -  1 - ' ^ * ^  r r ^ r . 1j . )Mr dlJr-vc[ v\ .1 J-f  I  r lv l i ls J l !  s.

*IEIJ'N BIIDHATCHING.

6ne wo4l-d. not expect a garden in llerries Strect to hold. much in the way of bird-

iife othcr than the usual urban species, blrt in the five months that we hfl,ve been
-lj-,jne a* iha l?,r.n!re end of Herries Street we have been pleaeantly srlfprl,sed at
I M r I t j  , 9  u l l g  I L 6 1 I 6 V

fire vcr-icty of bircls that have d.::opped. in from tine to tirnc.

6ur first note-worthy visitors y,'ere +,hree Koefs, two maie, one female, back in

Febrr:ary v,rho earne off and on for most of the month. 0n another Febrr:ary day frc'n

rny- kitchen wind.ovi I noticed. a bird movj-ng lround. iir oite of the ta1l shrubB l-ining

the drir..ev,ray. Ird. never seen one like it before but the first thought that came

to ilind. we.s that it rvas a cuckoo of sone kinC although scmehow it seemecl too

small. f lvatched. hirn carefully for several minutes and the rilost clistinctive thing

about hin vras the bolL barring on the sides of tris brcast an':l- flanlcs, and. r,vhen he

turnerl. ftis back to'wards me I caug'ht flashes of r,retallic green. The field. gtr-id-e

left me in no cloubt that it lva;r e Rufous-tailed. bronze cuckoo. In April ' after an
encorrnter with an unid.entifierL cprail (tire grass \rias a little long), we began
seeing a pair of Ilufous u,-histters vrho from then Fn*becarTle regulars along rviih
Brovn: ancl Lewin honel'eaters.

0n to June novr when we i:ad. the pleasure of a visit from a Fan-tailed. cuckoo, ttrio
female or irunature Regent bower-birds, one Black-face,L flycatcher, a Rose robint
and most recently an Easie::n spinebill and- Ai:,stralian ravens. All this in a
garden v,ihich cLoesntt possess arqy na'uive shrubs (imagine if it d-id!). Apart from
bcing cLose to the cd.1le of the Itange tl:e other likr:ly cxplanaticn for the
populari-by of this small g'ard-en is i;hat the houses along this stretch ancl the
n r l  i n o o n *  q * r r , a t o  f  n r r n i  r r +  * 1 r n  h ' l  a n i r  r l ' l  h n r r p  I  l r . ; - -  - ^ + ^ L ' 1  i  ^ 1 ^ ^ ' r  o : r . r d o n s  t u l r i  e ha L i r j a v v l l u  L )  u ! s v v L i  l - U ! l : [ J l l l c i  U I I U  U J U - . .  "  -  r * 6 U t  U D  U ( j U I I D I I U U  6 L 4 q L r u  r v r r + v r r

taken from a bird.ts-ej,rc vici: cor.rld. replosont an invit ing parl<-l ike arca. I sl lall
nnroi-r '1 lrr rro*nh ttrC bi::c1-'.,abfe We have nor,,r cregted. arrd rcpori baCk in d.Ue course.

tuuTlNsgorErMr *O!rTq{G ; 20 . 5.7_5_.
silnss-:igllys



fq1:39-L-q+_jj€".o*g," IJ.6.J6. Toowoomba. Ili leen and I11l Jolly. Bircl obr:erved in
hone ga-rclen in Ile::rles Sircet.

1,,&i!-e*-@cked- s:;+.l,l_orr,l* 28,5.'i6. Range iJighway. .i\lan Gra-hann. Severai srtraiiows
flyiirg from ernbanknent, across highway and- irito t?ed",mood Park anC back.

J/aqj9$-e_fller_._ 14.5.76. Redwooci Parlr. Rod iiobson. Ifiafe anC. fenaie birds in'
br.r,shl-:rnd. vergin5'on vine sc::ub, 25,6.76. Range Ilighway. Alatr Graharn. Single
rnale blrcl.

WeebiLl .  27.5.76. Redwood Park. 3i11 Jol ty a"nc1 Rod" t lobson.
n]s-eff i i t .  f1 .6,75. Flagstone Creek. I ioci  l iobson. L[ale bird..  1,4,6,75. Redwood.
--Tarfinaa 

libbson. I,[:r.le bird.. L7.6.75. ile::ries St., Toot'roonba. Eileen Jo11y.
Femafe bird. in home gerd.en" 27,'5.76, ll i l-l jo1ly noteC sevcraf bircls in Red.wocd

Park.
Rt-.d-capl,gd {o!i!. i6.6.76. DIIAE. Colin Keni;. Nlale bir.L. This is the first tj-nte

f f i e c o r c ] e c i t h i s b i r d . i r r t h e 1 O 1 . u a r e a , U n f o r t r r n a t e 1 y n o o t h e r
club rnember vras u,'ith Co1in when he rnad-e his exci-bing find. (Sight:-ngF rnust be

r lnnf i rmort bv tvro or more club members to be adc-l .ed'bo our off ic ial  i ist  -  Ed.).
v  v r 4  + l I r v e  v J

l i lcen JoIIy. Bird sigi:rted. in house ira''r'J'
lreek. Rod. lr.nd. Ke::rie liobson. Tlzo birds

l. Roci. Hobson" Several of i;hese col-ou:rful

) T t

Resent bovier-bird." 14.6.75. Toorvcornba. Eiteen and" 3i11 Joilir' Another bird' for
-_Bi]l;nJ 

Eifeen's ga.rd'en. This was a femal-e birC"

Aristrafiarlggp.g:. 22.5.76. Toorvoornba. Eileen Jol-ly' The call recorCed by Eileen'
Tl i  17] n n*.a r  r^ c r l  j  n 

' l . r  
an a rrr  r . l

i j r !  u  a y  - u L 4  u \ . t  t r l t  l f v r : r s  J  u  u  o

URtsiiN BIRI';rlirTC HING "

One woul-d. not expect a garclen in ilerries street to hcld. much in the way of bird'-

iif e othcr than the usual r:rban species, blrt :-n the five months that we kiF've be en

living at the llange end. of Herries Street we have been pleasantly surprised at

4r"^ tr^ri.r*.r ni rrircis that have d-::opped. in from ti-ne to tine.
v i l v  v ( 4 . L E  u J

Our first note-v,'orthy vlsitors vere th.rc.e Koefs, tvro rnaie, one femafe, back in

February rvho came ofi eind on for most of the non+'h. 0n another February day frcn

my kitc-lxin wind.ovr I noticed. a birC. noving around. irr oite of +,he tall- shrubs lining

the rlrir.e\ntray. Ird- never seen one lrke it ]:efole but the first thought that caine

to nin,J. was thail it r1'as a cuckoo of sone kinC although scmehovr it seenecl too

smafl. I rvatched. hj-m carefully for severa] i '.dnutes and the rnost clistinctive ihing

about him was the bolJ- barring on the sides of his b:rcast en'i- f l-anlcs, ancl- when he

tr;rned his back tor',rarCs me f caug'ht flashes of ne1;allic grc.en. The field. guid-e

left me in no i|oubi that it yredJ a Rufci:s-tailed. bronze cuckoo. In April, aftcr a:'.r

encopnter with an unid.entificd. quail (tire gr:iss -l 'rqF a little long), vre began
-^^jnm o rai- ^f lt 'ul-or:s whisticrs who fron then ffibecatitc reg:ulars aiOng wiihD q v - r i r 6  o  y a L L  v l

Srovrn ancl Lewin honcyeaters.

0n to Jrrne novr when we had the plcasure of a visit from a Fan-tailed cuckoo, tvrio

female or irunatule Regent boirer-birdsr one Black-faced- flycatcher, a Rose robint
ancl most reccntly an Easie::n spinebill and" Aust:ralian ravens ' 1tfl this in a
gerden vihich C.oesnrt possess an"v na.tive shrubs (imagine if it C.iCl). Apart from
h o i n c r  n ' l n s : o  t n  t h o  o r l  . . r +  o f  t h o  T l r . r , r r e  t l r e  o t h o r  r : - 1 ' ' a - '  - - - - ' r ^ - ^ + * c n  f o r  t h e- j - I [u iJ  unyrd l6  u r

pcpulariby of this srnal-l garden is i;iratthc hor.rses along thls stretch and thc
o, l  i rnon*  q i r . :o tq  f  n r rn i  r r+  * 'ho  h l  ne i r  : r  I  I  h r r rn  I  L f  , - '  ' ^^+^ 'L - l  {  - i ' ^ '1  r , : r f  r lenS rp l l i  Ch
w ! ! U U v  - * - - - S  - L U : ' l i t J l l { j |  U I I U  U - L v w J .  ( r f !  r & v u  a u ! 6 U t  L D U ( . i v f , J D l l v u  6 t : 4 q E r D  l v r r r v r r

taken from o bird.ts-e..irc vicil co'ir ld rcp::cscnt an invit ing parlt-l ike i lrcac I shal1
a-r^ i - . ' l ' l r r , ,n*nrn thC bi rc l - ' ;ab le We have nOrz crectec i  a1i . : : lpor i  back in  ClUe course.v u . !  v a  , 4 J r y  v ! ! a  v u l f

Fr"s+ LgIIU:.
tu1jl?lNsB0_!ts1\_rE* OUqIirL- 20 !_6 J6_.
Trn r  * . ho  s rm ; . r I I  ny1 t l r , - r i r r . e  o l  r r p i r i n l os -  f 6 r "  bO1n f i  ^n  1 r *  r / r r qan le  *hn  n rosnen i  o f  t he
J  U r  v _ t r s  e : : L G r r  L - -  - . - - - * - - O  - -  ,  - . - - U ! 9 D  t  I  u b  v v w f u  v l l  : v i u  e  I \ y  r : l J U f t t  v l r u  j - a  v v y u v  u  v +

.Trrno outinp" seeited bleak inriteri.. i \ io rioubt it vras l"i. i th l i ttfe enthusiasm that v' ie
v  4 r v  v E v *

sct off for cu:r cr.estina-uioit, fof.' the I'og' lookcd" as if it r.res toing to s'uic? to i;s
like a Ravcnsboulrne leech. Hclve.,"crr o;r ciipping over the eclge of thc ranse \Ye vc're
.*^^*aA 1*r l ' ' t ' , -  skies g: id.  fair  wcri thcr,  nuch !o cv. j ryoncts dcl ight.  This i rns a
b r s v u s u  u J  u r q e

5;ood. omen, which JidL inclccd portund. i,lLe grcai: oey l,duch followed..

(cont /d . ) .
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EA-W *2%5:JS-. (conr,/d . )

Upon driving into the picnic arca \ine wcre ireateC io our firsl; meinorable sighting.
A fLoch of approxinetely fcrty Top-i.-::c-b pigcorr camc 'wingr-ng u=o out of the paric"
l T l ho t r  r : nmo  r t l  i i . naL ' l r r  ^ f r r a?  r i e  r n r l  -F1 - , . . n  i n rn r - i h i -ml r r uJ  v@] { r v  u { ! uvu+J  v ! . i !  q r  J r r u  v r ! r . ' J11  l - i . k j u r I u l i j . $  a  sTce_o in3  av i an  a r c ,  w inged .
mightily up ovcr the to,rs oi'the blu-c 3urns airrl d.isappeered.. Tvro stragglers, fl;-ii l3
lovner tha"n the rnr"in boily, biscc-ueci the rrrc of flight of the flocic and with the
strong, rapicl u:ring bcats charectcristic of i;hese l' l irds nn.ir,-.,ned to gain the soc'.u:ity
of the p.r',1-n flocl<. Thrnp vuere loolcing up (no pr:n inten.d.ed.). The agony folloi:ec] by
the ecstasy.

;\fter some fruitfui bird.';ratching in tjre picnic arrra $re p::oceed.eil into the prrl:
n*^ ^r rur fj-rst sightinp nn.s a Slrrike-tit, pecring i','b us from upon hisrv !  U IJS!  .  V I IU VJ  I

perch, his crest g:ivi4'him a somer,rhat qu-j-zzical. appe&rance. lilear him a Gold.en
wh:istler mad.e an appelrance, bed.cckcd in his fcathered. finbry.

The d.a.y proceeC.ed. thu*s plcasantl;'r Lriih sightings cf h'ovn pigeon, 1...ihitc-head.ed
pigecn, Iil istletoe bird., ilhite-throeiE.J. l;ree-creeper and. severai other specics. ll 'he
or rarnr * rA iw 'm m^ j r  fo res t  ver :n ta . t in ' r .  . i r r  l r r .qh  n-nn f . t - lg jon  ana tk re  occF.s ionr . l  on ' ; r ry  o fp ! a ! v l A r s r r r i r  i s r r r  s  v g t ) s  v a v 4 v r r t  4 r - .  ! l " N r r  y ! v r  | . , N J v f r  a r f u  v r l v  v v v @ r v r l g !  v : f  u l L i

a Rcd-necked- paclenelon (fiiylcgale thetis) onto thc wind.ing.'.raiics hclpecl in p:ssin5
an enjoyabJ-e rnorning. Do the r,smbers on the ou-ting relnelnber the splendid orange
bracket fr:ngi groning on a fallcn lj-rrb by the track sid.e?

I{oon, and. noiv vrc retnrnecl for the nr:j.d.C.ay meal-.';;g serrght cut a sunny position
along the perineter of the piciric area arid settled. d.olrr: to a leisurely lunch -
hoof ..+nt:sn.ros r-'1fl 5;if. ', iri lSt Sc cngege1, the 3iit:t-os of S,.1perb blu-e r,.,reriS alt'
other sniali passeri-nes i;r nearby clumps of braclien fern kept i;s entertainecl. ,i.il
Ar.lstraLian goshalvk ivhecrled leisr;rely high above us. fhen out cf nowhere appe::::eJ"
the eagle. I, for onee rras qrritc taken back by the '', ' iedge-tails appeeJance. Eagles
scem to ltave a wulque abiliiy of just appearing. One minute there's ernpty slq' an,3.
the next'i;he rnonarch is there. The bird. in quesiion appe:)rec1 qrrite close to o'";r
nr-r.tw- qorror:l rrD over the tall- trees and d-isappeeed.. I think- fie were all impressecl
r rqL  uJ

hw tho size r.nd tho n.rrrn of mn.ios*.rr rnrlrieh strrot.md.ccl hinr. Later tv;o ltectg:e-tailsw J  v l l v  p J z g

appeared- fr:rther off in the blue bowl of sIqg. trVitirout any discernable wing beat
they rorl-e the thermals, alternetely close tc tirc gro,rird one irr.stantr the nextt
hir,"h r.hove tho '-.crth. irhat rs it about cagles that moves one to poetry?

ifter lulch ure proccred.cd- along Seventeen },,Lile Road., whiclr coolfecrus Ravcnsbourne
*ri*r-r Tra'l i i^r +o the encl of +uhe rain fcfest aTea. Alon"g this s'bretch, a Grcen-v y l  v r r  M r l u v r J t

vringed. pigeon catapaul'r,ed fron the roadsicle in a -flumy of r','arm brown and- emerald
.*^^h IiIa a*rrl^TeC. another smal-l- tfack before setting off home and. here +"he natirral
L i !  s V l r .  i Y 9 -  s ^ y r v -

r^^^.,+.- ̂ f +r.^ -aiive raj.n forest cleeply impressed us. rit just sucii times oneL / U ' , d . \ l U J  U r  u r l g  1 &

beccmes acutely a4c1 sad.Iy a:r'r,re of the loss of such ercas given up 
'l)y 

manldnd 3c

a sacr i f ice to r rp l logresstr .

Tho h iohl ipht  of  tho dnw r , . - . rn.s  vet  to  come ani l  i t  rvasnr t  crn i thologiaai .  0n stcpping
f  r r v  r 1 4 b f  1 r

to checlc out a clam on the Ravensbourne rsn6e, rle l,vcre extremely fortulate to sight
a Platyp..ts among the Litt,le grebes anC Dr.rslql tnoorherrs. The rnorlorur'ellle cau'sed gfeat

excitement ancL comment among i;he observer:s lining i;he road.side. He ti,'risiecl anC
turneci, surfaced and. submerged in the cold. water in ntuch the same manner as otters

d.o in those I.B.C. d.ccr,mentaries on televisiorr. But he vas I'getting onil with it
ancl so it rvas r,ve afso ief'l; contented., a fitting end to a.qoocl C.ay. And" the kids
enjoyed. thcmselves too.

Rod. Hobson.

l l i r rL t ist  -  Ravensbourne. 20.5.76,

En route. T.i tl-.] a rn olro
L l * v v v

i ' iooC. d-*ck
iil,anlceen kestrel
T\ r rq ln r  mr rnr i ron

Doilestic pigeoir
Pale-h. r 'oscl-l-a

l i n i  q r r  m i  narr r  v  r r J J
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A rl aab ^*. ^n-e')virnately forty Top-ltflot pisdffi- Came vringing u,o out 
'-6f 

nne part-4 r  4vv f \  vL  u t lL 'L  v

l T U r o r r  n l t n o  r : l  i r . o e - F - ' l r r  ^ 1 / n r  r r e  r n i - L J r . . ' n  i n : n p i h - i r mr r reJ  var , rv  u ! !  vv  v lJ  v  |J !  u r  - ! r ru  q : . .v r r t  r idv r  4  wr r rb  a  S" , ' . 'CL \ -O- ;  nE Av ian  AfC ,  Winged.
r . ;  f r l ^ +  - '  

' t - .  
. - . ^  ^ - - ^ - ^Ii lJ-gnrl-ry up cvcr the to'.ts o-i'tnc blu-c gurrrs anrl d.isc.ppecred.. Trvo stlagglers, fl;-i;L;

lover tha.n thc nif"in bocjr, biscc-ueri the l.rc of fligh+, of the flocir and. with the
strong, rai:ici urin6'bcats chairctcristic of ihesc irj-rCs, marrr,ged to gain the soc'.u:ity
of the r.li l j-u floclt. Thj-n6s vere looki.rg up (no pu:e intr:nied). The agony fo11or';crl by
the ecstasy.

After some fruitfui bird.';ratching in tiie picnic e^r.ia lr'e p::ocecd-eii into the prrl:
proper. Onc of our first sightin6p l:nls a Slrrike-tit, 1:ecring i'.-b us froll upon his
pcrch, his cresi giving him a sonel*:at qv-izzical appcarance. I' iecr him a Colden
','rhistler mad.e an appcrrance, bed.eckcC. in l:is fcathered. finerl-.

T j r a  I n r r  ? t 1 ^ o , 1 n r ) . l o ;  * l - r r r c  n l  . r c c o n * ' l - , r  r r i i h  q i - c r h t i ' n r m  o f  
- i h . n r r m  

l i o o o n  1 :  ' ; + ^ - ; ^ i . r ^ ^
l rau  usJ  y !  v \ /e ! r \ (sL !  u r f  LL-  y ruu lD@rru ! .  u r  I ) I  u tv l l  . l i , JUUvI t t  ! y ' f l ]  uu- t tudLtuL l

pigecn, ii l istletoe bird,, iflrite-throi.-u:.J r;ree-creeper and severai other species. ll lne
s',rrround.ing rain forcst vcgctaiion, ir: Ir-rsh prof'usion anci the cccasional cn'cr;' e-f
a Rcd-neckcd padcirelou (thy]og...]e the-bis) onto thc wrndin6 r.vgilcs irclpeC in l:ssin6-;
an enjoyablc mornin6. lo tire r.enbers on ihc ou-ting rernenber tire splenCid. orangc
brn.cknt  ' f r lnrr i  r . rnot ' r inE o11 n.  fn. l lc-  f  i?1-r \  Lt '  -F1"^ +iagk Sid.e '?v l a v r l u  u  r  r a b +  6 -  v i J l r r e )  v r l  s  f  a l l v i r  ! - ' - r l r v  u J  u r l E

Noon, and. norrulrc retruned for the mi.dd.ay mcal . iic sorrr;h+" cut a su-riny position
a,long the perineter of the picnic 3"rca a:rd set-blcd icv,tr. to a leisu:rel)'l-unch -

beef sausr. i ;es airC r. i l . ' , ;h i lst  sc cngagci i ,  thc:r :-blcs of Suoerb blu-e' i , t -cns al t( '
nthor sr,r=l I  i rn=sari nen i :r  nr:nrhv n-lrrmne ^.a ].- . . l .q:n f  eXn kept US entef+uainccl.  .L]v  v l l v !  D l l r @ r r  } / ' r o o  s a  l r r u u  ! l a  r f , v q !  v J  v  4  w t r y p  v r

Austra,lian goshawk rvheoled leisrrely hig'h above u,s. Then out cf nowhere ap!r):.-'eJ
the eagle. I; for onc, rras qrrite i;aken b.rck b1r ihc i.l 'ec1gc-teils appearance. Eeglo-s
scem to have a rur:ic1ue abili'"-v of jr.ls'r, appearing. One rninute there's ernpty s1q: an1
the next -i;he rnon.arch is there. The bird. in quesiion appe:Lrecl qu-lte close to or-ir
nrrtrr- .qnlrod irD over the tall trees end. cl' i-sappcanecl. I thinl.- 1r'e vrere ail impressecl
l ' u L u J v g 4 }

br,' i ,hp sizo rnd tha nrrrr of mr.ios*.rr rrrlr inh srn roti l ' Ic1eC. him. leter tv,-c.' tr/ct ' l ,g:e-tailsu J  v t l v  D ! - g  L i i l t *  u : r g  G r A c  v r  t L J J J a v u  e J

appeared. further off in the bl-ue bowf of slqyr. Iiliti:out any d.iscernable wing beat
thcy -r:ori.e the thcrnals, altern3tely close tc tlrc gro'ruc1 one instant, the nextt
high above tho e.Jth. '.rjhat rs it about c36fcs that moves onc to poet:If?

,rfter funch ire procoedcd- tlong Seventeen },' i i le itoad., vlhickr corllf€c+vs Iiaven*';borirne
v, i* ]-r  rrn ' l  id,rn +o i ;he end of *" l . re rain fcrest arcA. Along this s 'bretch, a Green-
v y a  u r f  ! L g r J u v r : ,

' - r 'nan.l  nim.:an n- ' l - . ' -a' . ' l f ,nA f* 'nr ihe fOadSiCle in A f1Ufry Of l ' , 'afm brO'nrn and. emeri: , Id.\V .L j . . t6 ' . jLL  PIe ; lJu I l  u ' -LUdy: ;u :  usu  r r  \ ' / j r r  '

rrirronTl- IJo ov'nloreC another small- tracl< befo::e set'r, ing off homc and. here +"he natural
t ) ! v v r r a  r r v  v J L ! r v r

beauty of r;he ne,'i,ive rain forcst d.ecply impressed us. it j-ust sucti ti lnes one
hor.:amo.q n.errt,+1v rr,.'l si:.1 'l-"r p,.-.r-:-..rc cf +"1:e loss of s'JCh 3reas L.;iven up}Jy manhincl ac
u E v  J r u g u  a v  u  u  v  ! J  u r r l c  v L e s - i /

e  sac r i f i ce  t o  r rp rogTcs l s r r ,

The hi'shlir iht of tho dnr,- r ':ns vet to corne airi l  i t r, iasnrt crnit irological. 0n stcpping
I  r r e  r u t j r l - L r t  ) r r  v  v !

to checl< out a ciam o:t thc Raveru;bourne rrnge, rtrc irclle ext::emely fortu:rate to siglrt

a platyp..rs among the Lit'ule grebes anC Dw}ry llloorhens. The rnonotreme caused $reat
excitement anaL comnent among ihe observe::s lirring ihe road.si{i-e. He twisieci and

turnei1, surfaced- and. sllbmerged in the cold \llarer in ntuclt the same rlanner as otters

d.o in thor ie I .B.C. d.ccu: lentar j-es on televisiorr .  Bu-t  he vas ' r6ett j -ng onrtvr i th i t

ancl so it r,'ras \i{e elso iefi; contented-, c fittinG end to a 6;ooc1 day. And. the kid.s
enjoyed. themsefves too.

Rod Hobsotr,

gis"-lrq.-! lgv".e-:F.pgw e-'. - 29- -. {., J. 5-

En route. ! t r v  u r g  { i ! Y U s

ir'coC c'i ircic
ir.lankeen kestrel
T\ r rq la r  n r rn r i ro r r
u w L i l
' T l . r r ' a . : *  

i  ^  n i  d . r A : l
r v r r r v v  v 4 v  . s s [ J v  v r r

Pale-h. ::oscl-l-a
r  - . ^ +  * i . - - ' +

lrl-.lij tr r ,UIIJI t/

B-i- .- f  .  crrckoo-sh.
Grey-c:r. babbl-er
T^ ^ ' l^-  , , , . i  , .+.  ^?

!,  uU j \ )  ly4i f ,  e 9I

l ] n i  a r r  m i  n a r
l r v 4 \ r u Y

T J / a 1 l a  o  q f l r T f  r \ ! f i

s r - . - r ?  l r  n c '

I  hd  a  . r  11  Tnat r ra  h
-L I r ' f ,4LVr f  ! ' \ J  !14r1

i i ' l t I m r  d  l a T F

D i  a . l  n r r r r a r i l n n o
I  r v \ r  v  ( . + r - e , Y r v r : f )

Pied. butcher-birrl
'ill 

r n ir-.].r- nlrari mn -.nrri a

j . lufir. crow

(cont/a.  )
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tirtrite-faced. heron Grey fantail
3.ttst. goshai,vk ',iillie wa6tail
i ltedge-tailed eag'le Go1den wl:ristler
Srush turkey Grey shrike-thnish
Topknot pig'ecn Shrike-tit'i/hito-ireade,.J pigeon Eastern whlpbird.
l}rotn: pigeon ',0'/l:r.-thr. tree-creeper
ftneral-cl d.ove j',tistletoe bird.
Crinson rosella Grey-br. silvereire
T,. kookabrma Leiqin honeyeo"ter
Tree nsrtin Red-brolver-l finch
Superb blue-vrren PieC cr.grarrong
Striated. thornbill Pied. butcher-bird.
hoi-rn thornbill rtrst. re\rei1
Tvh.-br. scrub qren -iir:st. croi'r
E. Yel low robin

oUIII{G-.eo_R-JU],I,J75,

SU:id.ay. ?rth Ji+1f,,--19l6. Drrellq leigooU & Lake CLare"egg;tg

I, . {cet at  plrk just before i - Iel idon. ) .JQ a.n.3i1} Jol ty ( leader).  3}ue-wing;ed.
shovellerr vllr-ite pi*grqy goose, ?elican - perhe.ps).

Eop qi; e cl -9!$ i qfF_12re:

€j* 22.9.75. Rod. Tumerts propcrty an,1 Trail Park, Flagstone Creelc.
Leader - Itcd. Iiobson.

S*3-L9gFSL_ Date to bc d.ecidcd. Brisbane wad.er haurrts with Q.O.S.

oqtqber-. 2!+.i0,75. il ithcott area. Iilard.ts Hil-l area, l,eader - Alan Grahain.

W.r4il,e_4, Date to be cLccideC. Area west of Toowoomba. Leacler - John 'i,ialter.

December. 12.!2.76. Redvrood. Park. leader - .i\lan Grahan. 1in:eua1 barbecue and.
get together aftcrvrarCs at l,ittl-c Oakey Creel< on i\.lanrs property.

Detai]s to be ad"vised..

O3 I}MIIIEST

't3irds of the Forfd.'r available Angu,s and lloberts.on,

Qgeerr Street,  Sr isbane. Red.uced frorn f i lg.rO to f i9.50 -

excellent bi4r.

rrBirc-r.s of ?ort Horesby and. District'r available M'arT

lilartin Sookshop, ;i,Lelticle. fit.45 (rnuch reduced').

ooo 000 ooo


