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IIEWS-SIIEET No. 80 - AUGUSI lg9z
last  month,  when
mind eont lnued to
par t i c ipa ted  in  a
member .

my thoughts turned to th is yearrs bird eountr  ey
ramble  and th ink  o f  pas t  b i rd  counts .  f rve '  

v
number of them now, even before r was a Birrt club

_roup, Mari lyn Jacobs, Sandy
have been cover lng t i re samL area.
r  en joyment ln their  area as vre.
ager to Bee famiiar landnarks

occas ions? We a lways  see a  good c
str_etch, wi l l  !h"y fa i l  us th is ye
Eagles went lnto hiatng last  yeai ,
the ranges this t ime? Then theref

we donr t  o f ten  see an  uncommon one,
species ln the same place, at  the
-Jus t  as  exc i t i ng .
lnr  on this yearts bird eount.

October is also the month for  our i
lpn" anythlng_you would l ike to go
Shore l<now before the end of SepTer
pr inted in News-sheet No. gZ. hem,
whlc! you want our club to expand <
neet lng to give your opinion.
l le l - l  I t ve  been keep lng  the  bes t  fo r  las t .  Yes ,  Hoodrs  has  done i t
agaln with two new speci-es to be ad.d.ed. to our 6tub l ist thls ronifr.



Hoodfs lagoon is certainly a marvel lous venue for seeing a var iety of
birdlife.- ifferent water birds, waclere and. raptors are eommonly
seen there. Toowoomba Bird Club members are weleomed by the ownert
as long as gateo are c losed behind your and a eircul t  of  the lagoon
takes no t ine at  a l l .  Give i t  a t ry one day, you wonrt  be c l isappointecl .

Our fi lm evening was quite successful once againr wlth members numbers
being swel lecl  by v is i tors.  f t  was lovely. !o b9- abl-e-to personal ly
welc6ne some of- our newer members. The fl lms themselves were a
6e1ight. There was excelJent photography_ancl j.nteresting_sub_l_ect
matt6r. It was great to have some topical comments from Ray YilJoen
about a South Afrlcan fi ln fFor the love of an Eaglef whioh was qulte
controversial in that country when it was released.. Thanks once
again to Marilyn Jacobs who dicl most of the organizing.

Lesl-ey BaLl .  Ed- i tor
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NEIT TOOWOOMBA BIRDS

229. lfandering Whistl ing-Duck (Denclrocygna qrgUata). 29.7 .82.
Hood.ts L,agoon. Michael  Atzenir  Pat lv lcConnel l .

A single bird lclentif iecl. On the water - very d.ark upperparts
includ. ing back of  neck and crown; rufous brown sic les;  pale face;
dlark bt]l; f lank plumes whlte ancl shorter than the buff p1umes of
the Pluned Whistl ing-Duck. In fl lght observecl the d.eep chestnut
inner wing coverts.

23O.  Ba i l l -on t  s  Crake (Porzana pus i l la ) ,  1 .8 .82 .  Hoodt  s  lagoon.
Michael Atzenl, Graham Corbin, Pat Me0onnell. (More connonJ.y lqrown
as $ la rsh  Crake) .

A slngle blrd. whieh was surprisingly co-operatlve, wand.erlng lnto the
open areag qu l te  o f ten .
l ight grey breast anil abclomen; vent ancl unclertall white barred.
blaek; upperparts brown fleckeil. wlth black.

--oo0oo--

WOII{ENI S IIB IN BIRDS

You }arow, some bircls have it made where Womenrs l ib ls concemed..
Birrls of the featherecl variety I mean.

Anongst these I  do not include any cuckoos -  these consclencel ,ess
birds, both male and female, clesert their offsprlng at the d.rop of
an egg.

No, I  nean -  wel l  look at  emus!-  ! [emmo lays the eggs and Poppa
conscient iously starts incubat ing then even before she has la ic l  the
full clutch. Perhaps understandably, when you think of this
lnterference in clomestic affairs, Momma then wanders off ancl her mate
sits on the eggs for eight weeks contlnuously, nleavlng the nest
rarely and eatlng l itt lett. This ls a goocl sllnning glmnick - he
loses from 4-8 kg ln these weeks. l lhen the ehlcks hatch the nale
then leads them arouncl j-n a search for food., snuggles them uncler hls
wings at night and leacls a celibate l lfe for 18 months while
followlng his parental cluties. An exemplary l ifel I wond.er what
nother has been up to? Has she also lecl such a chaste l ife?
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Not so the female Cassowary:- Having been most unapprochable,
staring any would-be suitor out of countenance unti. l she makes her
choice. She then lives with him for a few weeks, lays her eggs and
leaves him to cope with the domesti-c chores of ineubattng and. rearing
the chicks. She goes off to fintt herself another handsome nale with
his glossy black feathers,  b lue neck, red watt les and hie helmet.
But for all his good. looks, thie male suffers the same fate while she
nay find. a thirt l vj.ctim. But these males are not so arclent in thelr
paternal feelings - nine months finrls hlm chasing off his chlcks to
fend for thenselves. Then after a short period. of freed.om the poor
male falls again for the female charus and the domestic round. starts
once more.

IIy real ad-mi-rat1on, however, is for the l itt le or Fai-ry Penguin
(Eud,vpt1a minof ). After matj-ng, the male anrl female take equal
shif ts in incubati-ng the eggs lait l by the female, and fishing. These
shif ts vaqf in length of tj-me: but once the chick has hatched. chores
are on a strictly day to day basis. The male goes fishing at d.awn
and returns at dusk with a stomach full of f lsh which he regurgitates
to feed his family. The next day he stands guarcl over the chj-ck or
ehieks while the female d.oes the fishing.

That the fishing is not consid.erert by them to be a chore ls obvlous
by the reluctance they show in leaving their play in the surf on their
return to shore and. the nunerous tlmes they l-ine up on the beach to
return to the rookery and then slither back into the water.
Delightful to watch.
rrThey may rear two clutches per seasonrr says the ranger ln his taLk
on thelr l l fe and habits rf and no clivorce is lslovmrr.
Who needs divorce with such equality of the sexes?

Peggj-e Beaton

--oo0oo--

BACK DOOR BIRDTfATCHING

The morning of the 24th July d.awned drLzzly and bleak. So much for
my bircling this morning_ I thought d.isconsolately. I sat by the open
back cloor trying to cdeh as much warnth as possible from the weak-
sun. Eventually my dull brain became aware that there was an amazing
amount of bird activity going on. The house ls about one and. a half-
metres off the ground at the back and we overlook the neighbourt s
long back garclen. As I watched the Flgbirtls in a young pmn in this
yard.' three female Satin Bowerbj-rds flew into view. Out-wlth the
binocs to ver i fy as f  hadnrt  seen then in th is area before.  No doubt
about it '  and the fourth bird that had flown in with theq accord.ing
to PLzzey, was a fourth year irnmature. Hhile I dellghted. in their 

-

scrambling about this tree after I-donr t lcnow what (was lt insects or
water off the leaves?) ny binocs passetl over another green birtt. H"i
swing back to that one, it wasn't a Bowerbj-rd.. No, three olive-
backed Orioles _hatl just f lown j.n to nake a sinilar tt lsplay amongst
the branches of the gum. Another bird that I hadnr t seen in this
area  be fore .
Whether it was the rainy weather or the blustery wind., I d.onrt Imow,
but that tree was particularLy popular that norning. 

-At 
one tlne Lt

had a currawong, Mynahs, Figbird.e, Orlve-backed orioles and satin
Bowerbirds clambering about in it. a,lthough rfve got a sneaking
suspleion that the Currawong just wanted. to know what was going on.
Before or since that norning bircls rarely visit that tree ana if they

.tr
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do i t  is  more of  a staging post as they check out the route for  their
nex t  thop t .
I t  must f iave been a morning for the congregat ion of  b i rdsr_for about
three-quarters of  an hour later,  dur lng a t luq_tgry showerr^f  watchecl
a iafejneaded RoselJa,  Mynahs, Figbirds,  an ol i -ve-backecl  Or io le and
a Black-head,ecl Cuckoo-stri i te in another neighbourrs Cherry-pl-um tree.

Who needs to go out to watch birds?

Lesley Bal l

- -ooOoo--

FIEI,D DAY RXPORT - I,AKE BROADT{ATER. .7  .82 .

7 .15am Mercecles j.n our front gartl.en/
'Wef re golng in the Mereed'es?l
t  Yes .  .  .  r  Happy Hold.en t  has the stut ters .  I

7 . lOam Depar t  f rom P igo t t ' s  car  park .
f 'og lying in hollows on the Downs, elving tle appearance of
sndl l - la[es.  Dense fog from Mt.  Gowrie to Bowenvl l le.
tNever seen fog out th is fat t  /

8 .10am Turn  on to  Cee i l  P l -a ins  road.
t  lsnr t  that  a let ter-vr ing Ki te?l
f  l r i i sh  i t  was .  look  . . .  f ,here ts  the  nes t /  r igh t  bes lde  the
road./ Therets five of them. Three inmature Black-shouldered
K i tes  and  paren ts . '
r  look at  the fox streaking across the wheatf ie ld,  How can
the dueks lanow hers heacl ing their  way from that c l ls tance?r

'9.OOam Turn onto lake Broaclwater road..
rs top  the  car . . . . I  th ink  I  saw a  f rogmouth . t  (Saw a  f rogrnouth
from- a Mercecles? )
r0H. .a ren f  t  they  cu te .  look  a t  tha t  decora tec l  f r inge  over
their  eyes. One is , looking at  us for  sure.  Such d. isdainful
1ooks. .  bo super j -or t  /

9 .1Oam lake Broad.wat€r. . great masges of teal . . swallows e . (Which are
Fa l ry  Mar t ins?) .  N ine  Pe l icans  f l y ing  in  . .  (Aren t t  t t tey
soneth ing l  ) . .never  seen so  many s t l l t s  o r  do t te re ls .  ( Is
that a Black-fronted? Those two are di f ferent f rom the rest . )
look  a t  those two tea1. . .  theyr re  shove l1 lng .  Ctazy  mixed.  t tp ' -
pa i r .

1O.10am Walk  a round lake .  Meet  Ranger .
tWatch  ou t  fo r  p lg  t raps  f rom th is  eorner  on .  Yes . . .  theyr re
preva len t  a round here . . .cdus€ 3  lo t  o f  i lamage. . .g r€o t  tuskers .
Have you seen the brolgas?r
fBro lgas  ou t  here? '
rYes . . they  ra isec l  one  young  here  las t  year . . . . they tve  Jus t
arri-vecl back. I
Two brol-gas. .  .$€s.  .  theyr re wi th in thelr  range.
rWe raised J0 cygnets here . last  year.  Have you seen the sea-
eag les?  I
Ant l  sure enough there they were.. .wh€n we were told where to
look. ( later in the day they soared majest ical ly overheacl . )

12.r}pm luneh.. . . twelve Apost lebirds dr inking and. bathlng wI- th much
aclo i -n nearby pudt l le. . .harrassed by a B1ue-facecl  Honeyeater.

1.5Opm Tour recommended byRanger over land behlnd Trake. Cypress
plne country. .Bnd honeyeaters.  Spiny-cheeked.,  Str iped, Blue-
faced. ,  Ye1 low- faeed,  Brown. . . . f l t lha t rs  tha t  one? I t  has  wh i te
d.own fron i ts ear ' /  A quick look lnto Slaters and Plzzey.



tA Whlte-plumei l  Honeyeater,  / . .a f i rst  for  a l l  of  r4s/I Stop the car. . . look. . .8 Red.-capped. Robln. . . two of the . . .B!ld.
theref s their nates/ look at that brl l l_iant red.t /
On homeward. trip...f ive Blue-faeed. Honeyeaters drinking from
pudd le .

5.30pm l lome. Wond.erful  c lay.  .weather fantast ic.  .good company .  .  ,75
species. .or l€ new sight ing. . .and. in a Merceclee/ What nore
eould one ask?

The g-ood company_was leslgy BaIl,, It lari lyn Jacobs, Sandy Pottinger,
Ann Shore, Vera Sinon, Aud.rey and. Ray YlIJoen.

FIEID DAY REPORT cont'd.

MEMBERS' BIRN NOTES
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Yera Slmon

Spec les  l i s t :

Australasian Gr-e_bgr ArlstraLl_an ?e1iean, l i tt le Blaek Cormorant,
Paci f ic  Heronr_white-faced. Heron, Great Egret ,  sacrecl  rb lg,  st iaw-
n-ecked fbisr_.B1ac-k_ 9*ql, Gr_e_1r real, Pink-6ared Duclc, Hardh6aar-niack-
shouldered Kite, I l lhistl lng Kite, Marsh Harrier, Australlan Ke6trel
$lasked. l?pyirg, Recl-lcneed. Dotterel, Black-frontecl plover, Black-
winged st l l - t ,  s i lver Gul l - ,  Feral  Pigeon, Peaceful  Dove, 6rested.
Pigeon, Ga1ah, Sulphur-crested. Cock
l i t t le lor ikeet,  Cockatei l ,  Pa1e-he
?heasant Coucal, Tawny Frogmouth, I j
Mart in,  Faj-ry Mart in,  Riehard.rs ?i1
Recl-capped. Robin, Grey Shrike-thrus
Grey-crowned Babbler, Golden-head.ed
Yellow-rumped Thornbil l, Spiny-ehee
Noisy Frlarbird., l i tt le Fri-arbircl,
Yellow-facecl Honeyeater, Brown Hone

.ereye, Sparrow, Double-barred.
rh, Magpielark, Whj_te-breasteal
I Butcherbird, Magpie, Curawong,
rhite-breasteil Sea-eagle I Whitel

75  spec ies

Austral ian Bl t tern.  6. '1 .82.  Hook rs.  whi tsunatay coast.  lB.
Black-necked Stork.  18.7.82. Karraschts lagoon' .  l lLA,,  GC, pM.
9- lossy - Ib is_ (2 ) .  29 . '1  .8 .2 .  Hood fs  T ,agoon .  f rA ,  p I { .
wand_erj.-ng whlstl ing-Duck. 1 .8.82. Hooclf s rrag6on. MA, GC, pM.
Marsh Harrier. 18 .7 ,82. Hood t s lagoon . M.A , GC , pM.
Brovrn Quai l  .  16.7.82. Cooby Dam. 

-MA, 
GC, jCC. "

Pa in ted .  But ton-Qua i l  .  16 .7  .BZ.  Geham:  !d , ,  GC,  JCC.
Buff-bant led Rai I  .  ,16. ' f  .82" Highf ieLds. Io lA,  GC, JCC.
Rec l -neekec l  Avocet  ( t ) .  18 .? .gZ:  Dyer rs  lagoon. '  MA,  GC,  pM.
l fh lmbrel  .  7.7 "82. ] I j - lsons Peach, whl tsunday coast.  JB; lB.
Red.-necked Avocet.  5 .7 .82.  Mornington Is land. RII .
Greenshank. 5.7.82. l { i lsons Beach, whi tsunday coast.  JB, rE.
Bro lga .  25 .7 .82 .  Trake Broadwater . '  AHS.
Bush Stone-Curlew. 7 . ' l  .82.  Air l ie Beaeh, _Whitsunday Coast.  JBTIJB.
Silver Gull . 21 ,7 .82. lake Annancl. GC , 

'JCC 
. 

-

Recl-erownecl  Pigeon. 4.7.82.^ Pf lgo Be_aclr  Whitsunday Coast.  JB, lB.Sulphur-erested. Cockatoo. 29.7.82. Hoodf s fagoon. " t ' t^A, i I [ :  
- - '  -

Hors f ie rdrs  Bronze-cuckoo (z ) .  4 .g .g2 .  Hood. re  ragoon.  r4A,  GC,  Jcc ,
BF, PM.
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'Boobook owl (deaa)-  12.7.82. cnr Gowrie Junct ion Rd and.Tfarrego

sooty owl. 14.7.82. rune"uo#:*tHfr1' 
lB'

Whlte-throatecl  l f lght jar  (Z).  4.g.g2. 4h N.E. of  Hel i6on. 11111, GC,
Rose Robln .  to.7 .gz.  resl ie_st .  (near stenner)  .  IoJlcc 

t  BFt PM'
Red-capped. Robin.  25.7.8.2.  Trake Broadwater.  AHS.

ln r  g  Park .  JD.
:ngo Beach. RH.
rs Beach, Whltounday Coast.  JB, I rB

f ,ake Broad.water.  
- l ,HS. -- '

rgton Islanal. RH.
Coen. RH.

t .  RH.
_uma . RH,

MA: Michael Atzeni, Jp: rgrn Balrr_rB-:_ r.,esley Balr, GC: Grahamcorbin,  Jcc:  Jan-e_corbinr_ JD: . loe'oeuute,  
-nr , i "  

n" iu" Foul is,RH: Rod Ilobson, MJ: uarilyn Jacobs, p!1: pat Mcconnerl, .aHS: AnnShore.

\
I
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FTETJD DAY I'OR AUGUST
Date: Sund.ay 22ncl ,  August,  19g2.
Assenb ly  Po in t :  p tgo t t rs  Car  Park .

Place: Prinee Henry DrLve

T imei  7 . '15  a .m.  fo r  c lepar tu re  a t  ? .10  a .m.  sharp

--ooOoo--

P UBI,ICATIONS RNCEIVED

Soc ie ty )

c lub)

T .B.C.  Pub l ica t ion  Dead l i -ne
Artleles for the Toowoomba Bird
the fourth Sunday of the uonth.
and may be hanrleh to any of the

Club news-sheet have a deadline ofIhis coinclctes with th; fiefA-Oai
Exeeutive or mailed to the- Edltor".
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