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rfTo encourage the observation ancl
of  b i rds of  the Toowoomba area.r l

Pres ident :  Ron Hopk inson.
!O-E-a;s t., Toowo6mba, 4150.
Ph: 15 4952

Secretary, /Treasurer:  Ann Shore.
@ot t rM.S .224 t
Toowoornba,  4 t52 .
Ph: 30 1207

study

Record.s Off icer:  Michael A tzen i .
4150.2 Ivlemory

Ph:  35
St . ,  Toowoomba ,' t9 t7

Ecl i to r :  Les1ey  8a11.
Tffimore St .; Toowoomba , 4350 .

P1ease acldress al l -  eorresponclence to:

f tShore land.s r f  ,  Wi thco t t ,  I { .S .  224t
Toowoonba, 4152.

NEWS-SIIEET No. 81 - SEPTEMBER 1982
Our waruer weather is returrring and with lt nany of the birds that
leave us aurilg- the winter months. rt is a greit t irne to go blrd-
watchlng and I hope you have the time to make the most or ft. The
marvellous attrlbute of birdlng ls that you ean snatch a half an hour
or an hour during the week and stiu havb some goocl. slghtlngo.
Trm sure many of  you would have seen the art ic le ln tThe Chronic le '  of
Septenber ?th '  eoncernlng the waterblrd habi tat  for  East Creek. I t
is the bralnchlld of the foowoomba Field Naturallst CIub for the area
of creek south of  Alder ley Street.  I t  le thelr  suggest ion that the
Toowoomba City Council with the altt of connunity oi[anisations
develop the swamplancl as a project
celebrati.ons. A tremend.oug amount
into th is submlssion and f  entreat
pro jec t .  P1ease wr i te  to  tThe Chrc
thls matter.  Your help may see thl
Ferr ler ,  spokesman for the Field Ne
Hopkinson a copy of  th is proposal  a
we wll l be d.ecidlng the best way that we can support this scheme as a
club.

The d.ate of our Annual Gerlera1 Meeting has bee4 changed. because sorne
members of the e 

"i; i l ; i-d;;;.r t  i s  now Tuesdav,  19 th  oc tg le r  a t -7 ,50  pm.  we w i l r  be  n6et ing  a t '
the Atzeni  eet  ana hope to make i t  more of  a
soclal  af fa i r  than a buslness meetLng. Tiy to nake that date and
have.a say- ln the running of  your c l [b.  N6nlnat ion for"ms for the
elect lon of  of f ieers are at  the end of  th ls news-sheet.  Execut lve
posi t lons are l residentr_ secretary/Treasurer,  Record.s orr ice;7-- '
l lbrar ian and Ed. i tor .  Please.gg!-+4 touch wit t r  t t re execut ive i f  you
wlsh to f lnt l  out  what responslEir i t ies are entai led i l - i t i ; ; ;
pos i - t lons .

lesley Bal I .  Edi tor
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BAC]ffARD BIRDING 2 - FTRSI IMPRTSSIOI{S
Baek cloor blrt lwatchlng? Ies it ls true, back door, back yard, who
needs to go far af ie ld in th is fasclnat ing country to watch blrds?
When I f lrst arrlvecl ln Australla, fresh fron Central lonclon, where
to hear ancl see a Blackblrd singing from the rooftops made the
occassion a recl-letter d.ay, I was irnnecliately struck by the wealth
of Austral lan blrd l i fe.  Previously f  had thought the Engl ish
countrysii le to be rich in birds but had in no way been preparecl for
what I  was to f ind here.

Waking up on my first morring at rny brotherr s home east of Sydney
to a chorus of exclting new voices outslde r rry first worcls were
r fWhat  i s  tha t  b i rd? . .o . . .  and .  tha t . . . . . .  and  tha t? r f  Bu t  sad ly  they
had feii-answers for me then, though I now hnow they were ltagpie-
Iarks,  Magpies,  Galahs and Incl ian Mynahs, and later,  on our way up
to Queenslancl ,  the unmistakeable t inkl lng of  the Be] lb i rds.
Once sett led in Queenslancl  a few months later,  f  was del ighted to
f lnd that ny cousln Maggle and her brother John, now my husband, were
well- aware of the birds around then,'and hail taken a great interest in
them al l  thelr  l lves.  So slowly ny end.tess quest iond were answered.,
even though scmet lmes the local  and. pet terus took a l i t t le sort lng
out when one tried to tie them up with the more prosaie names ancl
i leser lpt ions ln the bird booksl  My lnterest  was soon further
st lnulated on neet j -ng B11I and Ei leen Jo1ly,  c lose neighbours and
fr ieni ls of  John's,  who lost  no t lme in pul l ing me in to Join the
Club ,  s lnce  when l rve  been we l l  and t ru ly  fhooked. ' .

Shoreland.s, with its haven of olcl trees and shrubs around. the house
proved. a splendli l learning area for a beginner. I put up a blrtt
table ln fuLl view of our kitchen winclows hoping to attraet the
smaller blrds for closer sighting and the Buteherbird.s which give us
so.m_uch_ pleasure wi th their_sbngs, but al - though both Pied and-Grey
Butcherbircls dply carue and feastect so also dfi the Magples and
ev-entuall-y 4unbers of Currawgl8g_, gobbllng up everything in sight
l ike l ightnlng and chasing off the snallei fry.
One of  our most eolourful  v is i tors is the Banana Blrd or Blue-faced.
Honeyeater,  whose br j -11iant face patches cause hlm to stanal  out  wel l
against the_prep_ond,erance of black ancl whlte blrcLs. Another brlght
one is the Pale-head.ed Rosel la ancl  at  other t imes the Mist letoeblrct ,
Sacrecl Kingfisher, and the Superb Blue Wrens. onee the mulberrles
r lpen there are an abundanee of  t f ru i t  b i rc lst  n eventual ly ident i f ied
as OlLve-backed Orioles,  I+glr faq,  the noisy Koer. ,  and. -  great
excitement - the channel-bil lecl cuckool rn- the '*inter lt- is a
cl i f ferent story;  f in_ches galorer_ Zebra_s, Chestnut-breasted Manniklns,
Double-bargr also Yellow-rumped Ihornbll is and Pipits. overheact the
B1ack-shouldered. Kites ancl Australi.an Kestrels weie at f irst nuch in
evlc lencer even occassional ly_ the majest ic Wedge-tal led Eagles and
often, after rain-, lulg" numbers of rbis, circllng in the thenaar
currents to gain helght, to take then up and over dhe Range. once
special  ioy -  a smal l . f l ight  of  Pel icans; even a Booboo[ Owt s l t t lng
solemn-Iy on a post. At certaln tines numbers of Welcome Swaffowe and
I3i"y Martlns or the swift sclnltar-winged White-throated. Needletai1s.
These lnterestecl  me as here they appear to be sl lent ,  whj . le the
swlfts that f was accustomed . to in Europe-, outwarclly so similar, are
characterlsed. by their frantie, hlgh-pitched screami as trrey-wrr.lei-
and. hurt le through the air  intent on t t re i r  ineect chaslng oi ' iJ- i ijust from sheer exuberanee?

I have notlced a eubtle ehange in the birds seen at Shoreland.s even
in the short t ine f have lived there. I[ow that the area ls fast
becoming bui-lt-up, habltats are changing too. rhe once open fam
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acres are now houslng Iand, alread.y planteil here ancl there with trees
ancl shrubs; populated. also with the ugly power pol-es anril l ines and.
d.ifferent blrds are appearlng. Withln recent nonths f have seen
Strlpecl ancl Brown Iloneyeaters, Dusky Wooclswal]-ows, Jackle Winters and.
whole flocks of Chestnut-breastecl Mannlklns instead. of the earller
od.d palr if one was lueky - Kestrels are rare now; Black-should.ered.
Kltes even more s-oj_ Eagles non-exlstent. However, binoculars alwaye
at hand. or, hopefullyr slung arounct the neck and ears cocked, who
knows what surprises may stl l l  be ln store?

Ann Shore

--ooOoo--

TA,SMANIAN NOfNS

Durlng our wand,erlngs in Tasmanj-a Roy and. I have very much wantecl to
see the Beaut i fu l  Firetal l r  

"or  Firetal lect  Finch, E)nblema bel la.

4q *"  te l l  people of  th is,wish we have been cl l rected. to many placest
rSure to ftee thenl All through the bush therel Dozens of thent but
unfortunately when we visit lhe region pointed. out to us, they are
conspicuous by their  absence!

last week we were walking through the .A.sbestos Range Natj.ona1 park at
west Head.,  not  real ly birdwatchlng, when we saw a f lash of  recl !
Could i t  be? Or was i t  the Scar let  or  Flame Robin? l le wai ted quietJ-y
and_yes! - the Beautiful Firetail came down on the trall, d.rank fron a
pool  on the t rack,  eyed us,  preened.,  had another d.r ink and f lew of f .
A beaut i fu l  s ight ing:  no need for binoculars as i t  was only about
2 netres (6f t )  ar , ray.

Seelng thls macle us e\ren keener to see the other bird we had. Iooked.
for in vain and much wanted. to see: the Pink Robin or I ' lagenta-
breasted Robln,  Petroica eod. inoEaster.
We had. been told !y Trevor Waites, the blrd photographer, that why we
had seen so many fenales and. inmatures, but no p:.nk breasted nalel
was that lt takes five years for an irrmature to- gain hls beautifui
pink vest and. that a fully coloured. male was the-nost beautiful sf
all the robins. We had looked. for lt ln vain whilst staying at hie
s-anctuary_at Slsters Beach so now we declcled to return t6 totdunt f, iefa
National Park and wand.er through the beautifu] ttoanfernst (as the
Taemanlans call the Tree Fenrs) below the Russell- and lady'narron
Falls ancl see if our luck would hold..
Often as f walk through these wooeiecl areas I am nortif ierl to hear so
gany ealrs:-  whlst l -es,  tweets,  twirr ings and. see so few birds!  r
haver though, sat  on a log on the-Russel l  Fal- Ie t rack and vls i ted.
with a Dusky Robin who perchecl on the same 1og about 1| netres (+rt)
from me, cheerfuLly eye-ing me the whlle.

Pyt thle- day was tg bgr fgain, a Iu_cky d?{._ perched. on a branch by
the traek was a male Pink Robin,  a bebut i fu l  s lght ,  and a beaut i fu i
s ight lngr agai .n wi th no need for binocularsr_ds we watched hin Uusi fy
searchlng for food. occaslonal ly stopping to- look at  us (no uira;----rhunan-watch t? ) .

Del tghtecl  as I  am to have
most beaut i fu l  of  robins,
only seen 4 and I love the
Rob ins .

seen the Pink Robin I  cannot say he ls the
as out of  the 12 Austral lan robins I  have

flaunting gaiety of the Flane and Searlet
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TASMANIAN NqTE.ECONTI D

Ilowever to have
the ?lnk Robin '
great thr i l l .

Now can anyone

seen these 2 bird 's,  the Beaut i fu l

""-o"" 
lasrnanian Tour comes to an

Flretall Finch and
encl has been a

te1l me where I nlght see a FortY-sPotted' Parclalote?

Pegeie Be4g

--ooOoo--

o f  p1ace .

Thosewhoat tende t lwere les leyBa l ] ,RonCo}pus ,GrahamCorb inand
Ann and. John Shore'

Ron CoIPus

Spec ies  l i s t :

48  spec les

--ooOoo--

; i ; ; ;  that  the state str ikee

Clubwese to f f ro r f r inceHenrvDr ive .ou t
s noted. Regent Bowerbj-rcls - malb and female

to Red'wooct Park where
s€ r some rePeats fron

Annrs  P lacer  wo  se l
vesr .  Before  long we
of the erPression as we
of which 1? were new
.ngflshers taking Prlde

MED4BERS' .PIBD NOTES
!  -L r  rd .  1g  .7  .82 .  Michae lmas Cay.  RGH.

- 1  o  o / r  a f n a r l l o  T , a r r n n n ^  T r R .uclc .  i i .8 '  .8 ,2 '  Hoot l r  s  lagoon '  T,B '
d . : )1 . .7 . .8 i - . - i r lncegsCtra i ] "o t teBay.RGH.
.  Coen.  RGH'
wI. i i --e^.82, Misslon Beach' RGH'
i o82 .  JuLat ten '  RGH'
: .  Hoodt  s  lagooB '  MA'
: .  cairrro Pai t< (overhead) '  JD'
\2. tvl lchaelmas CaY' RGi{'

t fh l te -headed p igeon . ' -  i z .a .az .  Red.woo i t .  ?ark .  AHS.

parrn cockatoo-"-"zzf  24.7.g2. Bramwel l  stat lon,  cape York" RGH.

.Spotted Night jar .  21 .7 "82. Bramwel l  Stat ionr Cape York.  RGH.
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MEMBERSI BTRD NOTES CONTID

Whi te- th roa tec l  N lgh t  ja r .  1  1  .8 .82 .  Seventeen Ml le  Rd.  ,  He l ldon.  lB .
No lsy  P i t ta .  11 .8 .82 .  Redwood Park .  MA,  PP l .
Ground Cuckoo-shr ike .  1 1 "8.82 .  Hood.t  s Lagoon. l f lA ,  lB,  PM.
Rose Rob in .  2 ' l ,8 .82 .  I { t .  F ieLd.  Nat iona l  Park ,  Tas .  PB,  RRB.
Rufous  Whis t le r .  7 .8 .82 .  F l inders  S t .  JD.
Tawny Grassblrd .  25 .B "82. Rangeview. JEC.
l i t t l -e  Wat t leb l rd .  29 .8"82 .  Tay lo r  Rd. ,  S th  Wi thco t t ,  AHS.
Whi te -napec l  Honeyeater .  22 .8 ,82 .  Red.wood.  Park .  AHS.
Sp iny -cheeked  Honeyea te r .  1 ' l  . 8 .82 .  D .D, f  .A .E .  MA.
Beaut i fu l  F i re ta l l .  19 .8 .82 .  l t les t  Hea i t ,  Asbes tos  Range N.P. ,  Tas .

PB,  RRB.

ML:  Miehae l  A tzen i .  lB :  les ley  8a11.  FB:  Pegg le  Beaton .  RRB:
Roy Beaton. JEC: J j .n Corbin.  JD: Joe Deuble.  RGH: Rod Hobson.
PM:  Pat  Mc0onne l l .  AHS:  Ann Shore .

--ooOoo--

I'IETD DAY FOR SE?TED{BER

Date :  Sund.ay,  26th Septenber,  1 982 .

Assenb ly  Po ln t :  P lgo t t rs  Car  Park .

T imez  7 .15  3 . rn .  fo r  c lepar tu re  a t  7 .30  a ,n .  sharp .
fh ls should be an excel lent  tLme of  year to foray into th ls area.
The l l t t le  b l t  o f  ra ln  wetve  Jus t  had cou l i l  make i . t  qu i te  p leasant .

--ooOoo--

PUBIICATIONS RXCEIIIED

Ttro very f ine leaf lets have been sent f rom The Bird Observers CIub.
thgy are- f  Bl{dwatching for the DisabLed'  and 'Seablrdls neecl  your
help . . .  I  .  You may borrow them from Michael  Atzenl  as usual .  Other
art lc les th ls nonth are an explanat lon of  the Rol l ing Bird Survey
and. a t r ip to Salvator Rosa Nat ional  Park.

Q.O.S.  News l -e t te r .  September  1982.  (Queens land.  Orn i tho log ica l
Soc ie ty )

-r Urimbirra . August 1982. ( Chlnchil-la tr ' leld NaturaL j-sts t Ciut )
- -oo0oo--

f .8.C. PUBITCN,TTON DEADLINE

Art lc1es for the Toowoomba Bird Club news-sheet have a i leadl ine of
the fourth Sunday of  the nonth.  This coinel i les wl th the Fle1d Day
and nay be handed. to any of  the Execut ive or nai let l  to the Edl tor .

- -ooOoo--

P1ace: Goomburra State- -r 'orest
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ANNUAI, HEETING

IrENIIE:

DATE:

2 Menory St. ,  l loowoomba.

fuesc lay ,  19 th  October ,  1982.

7 . rO p . r l .TTME:

AGENDl,

1 )  Minutes of  prevlous meet lng.

2) Presialent I  s Report  .

, )  Ed l to r '  s  Repor t .

4)  Treasurerr  s Report

5) Business ar is lng f ron the ninutes.

5)  E lec t lon  o f  Of f i cers .

7 )  Genera l  bus lness .

B) Flnallsatlon of arrangernents for Seventh Annual Blrtl Count.
Meet lng  C loses .

To be followed.

Menbers please
by supper and t lne for  a qulet  chat.
br lng a plate.

\,

NO},IINATION FOR OFFICE
f nonlnate for the of f lce of
ln the Toowoomba Blrd CIub for the .-year 1982/97. Date

I  accept noninat ion for  the
Toowoonba Bird Club for the

off ice of
year 1982/$.  Date

(Nonlnatotr

in the

(Nominee I-


