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NEWS-SIIEET No. 82 - OCTOBER 1982
October ls a busy month for our bird club. ft always has the two
most lmportant events on our calenclar.  You al l  ] rerow what I tm
referring to; the Annua1 General Meeting and the Annuat Bird Census
(or fb i rc l  eountt  as i t  is  font l ly  knovm). Both of  these can only be
successful  wi th the support  of  our members.
The tu rnout  a t  the  las t  A .G.M. ,  to  pu t  l t  b1unt1y ,  was  abysmal ,
?erhaps the venue ancl  the weather were a l i t t le c launt ing.  We eanrt
do anythlng about the weather,  but  we have declctei l  to go baek to

-our previous eustom of having the A.G.M. j -n a memberts home. The
Atzeni family have kind.ly offered thelr home for the evening an6 I
hope_members show their  appreciat lon by coming along. Sonet lnes
people are_ a l itt le shy of conlng to a meetlng where they krrow few
or no people. Please try to swallow that lunp in your throat and.
turn up to a evening that w111 not clwell too mueh bn buginess, but
more on entertainrnent.  Ray Vl lJoen is goJ"ng to show some of his
exeel lent  s l ldes of  South Afr lcan birc l .s.  Anyone who has not seen
Rayt s photography is utissing out on a treat, anct^ his aeeompanylng
anecclotes are a del lght  ln themselves. Ann has recelved nour i i rat lons
for al- l -  the execut lve posi t lons which is rea11y pleasing (nore
ctetal ls later in th is news-sheet) .  Please rembmber to 6r ing a
p la te  and,  Ann,  make sure  i t f  s  g ingerbread^ l
VIe haventt  had much response for voJunteers for  the bird.  count.
Thls is a real  shame as these recorcls are just  so valuable.  Even
if you can manage only a short walk arouncl your home area I belleve
i t  ls  bet ter than no record.s of  b i rds at  a l l .  we d.o not expect
comnitment from sunrlse to sunsetr on hour or so early in tire
mornlng or before dusk is better,  as I  eternalLy repeat,  than
noth ing  a t  a l l .
As a supplement to th ls monthrs news-sheet is a snal l  fmud.-napr of
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EDITORIAI  CONTID

the study area for the club. Some people may be
as to the exact area antl I hope this may help.
Another nomination form may be fountl at the end
for people stlI l  wishing to become involvecl with

sllghtIy eonfused

of the news-sheet
the elub.

lesley 8a11. Ed. i tor

--ooOoo--

WATERBIRD HAB]TAT, AIJDERIEY STRXET
.ds I  ment ioned ln the ed" i tor ia l  last  nonth,  the elub exeeut ive had
aceess to the Toowoomba Field Natural ists submission. After
studying lt we wrote two letters; one to The chronicle whlch
eventual ly puurrshecl  i t  on Monday ,  27th september.  ,  and another
one to the Toowoomba clty councll supporting the scheme, urglng
counci l  to adopt i t  ani l  of fe_r ing any help that  we, as a c lub,  r"y
be ab le  to  g ive .  Ann Shore  has  cop ies  o f  the  le t te rs  and o f ' the-
Field Natural istsf  proposal  for  any member to read.

lesley Bal l

- -ooOoo--

BACKYARD BIRDWATCHING 1
The articles about baclqi 'ard. birdwatching have been of great interest,
plnpointlng what a relaxed interest birdwatchlng i-s. I have a frlend.
who states she has no hobbies as all- hobbies are expensive and. ental_l
hard.  work.  I  must lntroduce her to B.Y.B-watching!

In ny wandering l i{e my I bac}qrarcls I are many ancl varlous. My present
ong _agaln is ln a National Park, ancl the view i-s over low-lylng
paddocks to-an estuary.  These pacld.ocks are fu l l  of  wl ld l i ler- the
nolsiest and most pred.ominant being Spur-winged. PLovers.
rn my f  f rontyarcl t  i .e. ,  _over the bonnet of  our van, the skep, are
var ious t rees, in one of  whlch are nest lng a pair  of  Nankeen-Kestrels.
Further away is a tree in which reside a pai-r of swamp Hamiers.
As these bird.s hover and soar gver the paddocks a pair  of  p lovers
wt11 fIy up ancl attack them. Others joln in and the pretla-tors tu::n
and twlst  to avoid the fear less-ancl  aggresslve plovers;  soar ing and
fall ing I I have even seen one d.o a complete sid.eways iol-l to aioicl
an at tacking plover.

I  havg yet_ to see one of  the kestrels or harr iers cross any paddock,
let aLone lancl ln one, without being clriven off - for the bnbounters
always end ln v ietory for  the ploveis.
I wond.er how the pred.ators manage to feed thenselves anil thelr young.
They certainly have no luck i_n plover Country.

Peggie Beaton

--oo0oo--

KESTREI BEHAVTOUR

\\

T wonder l f  anybod.y can help me_with fathoming this snlppet of
behaviour I  chanced to see one day. f  arn a teacher at  i *  smal l  school_just  outs ide of  Toowoomba anci  an Austral ian Kestrel  (Nankeen-K"; i ; ; i t
normally roosts on our classroom roof or on the bend of the d.ownpi-pe.
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KESTRXI BEHAVIOUR CONTID

A couple of weeks ago lt was on its usual perch when it sud.d.enly flew
down to some topsoil whlch had recently been spreact about four metres
away. Expecting lt to catch a l izarcl or small mouse I watched wlth
lnterest. You can imagine ny surprlse when it startecl scratehing at
the soi-1 wi th l ts ta lons. In i t ia l ly  I  thought l t  was af ter  preyr
however it gave no lndication of this as lt did. not bend its head
down to investigate at any tine. It scratchecl for about 5O-9O seconds
wlth 1ts body quite erect seemingly staring ahead. When it had
finishetl it f lew back to its roost without a baclcward. glance.

Has another member any experlenee of this slght or ean enllghten ne ln
any way to what the bird was doing? I just clo not believe it was
after food and the only other id.ea I have had is that it nay have been
sharpening lts tal-ons though the topsoil was very soft and ch1r.

lesley Bal l

--ooOoo--

RETIRING PRSSTDENT

Our long-standing and long-suffering presfulent, Ron Ilopklnson ls
rlefinitely golng to resign this year. Lack of a noninatlon ancl the
urging of members pressurecl Ron into acceptlng the position for one
more year at the last el-ection of offlcers. Ron has d.one sterl ing
service for this club in the time he has been a member. Jolnlng ln
July 1976 Ron was soon found on the club executive, October 1976 to
be precise.  I le held the posi t ions of  Ecl i tor ,  Reeord.s 0f f icer and
Librar i .an,  somet lmes al- l  at  once, f rom that October to January 1980
with elght months off due to i l l-ness. March 1980 saw Ron back in
harness as our President an of f lce he has hel-d to th ls t lne.  Now
he wants to slt back ancl be an rord.inaryr member for a change. It is
wl-th gratitude and. some saclness that we see Ron relinquish his ehair
of office. TH.{NK YOU FROM EVERYONE. RON:

--ooOoo--

EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS

Nominatlon for presid.ent: Nominator - Sandy Pottlnger
Nominee - MariLyn Jacobs

Marilyn is a foundlng member of the club and has always hacl an active
interest  ln i ts act iv l t ies.  She has part tc ipated ln every bird count,
kept checkl lsts,  and .provfuled f i lms for our social  evenlngs. A
worthwhlle canclit late .

Nominat ion for  gecretary/ t reasure:  Nominator -  John BaI l
Nominee - Ann Shore

is renominating for this positlon ancl her past end.eavours speak
thernsel-ves.

Nomlnatlon for reeords officer: Noninator - Ann Shore
Nominee -  Michael  Atzenl

Mlchael is also wll l lng to renominate for this position and hls hard.
work in the past neecls no embel l ishment,  just  reai l  past  news-sheet
ar t i c les  anc l  membersrs  b i rd  no tes .

Nominat ion for  edi tor :  I t romlnators -  Roy ancl  Peggie Beaton
l'trominee - Iresley Ball

I  r  too,  wish to renominate ancl  I  hope al l  my reai lers alce there to vote
fo r  me.

Ann
for

- -ooOoo- -
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FIEID DAY RE?ORT - GOO}IBURRA STATE FOREST 26.9"82.

Goomburra? Yes, a miraele,  we hacl  rea11y made i t  at  last1
Frustrated by rain anr l  swol len creeks on each of  the previously
p lanned oceass ions  bu t  th is  t ime a  sp lenc l i c l  f ie ld  day  t r ip ,
enjoyed by young and ol t l  when several  of  the party ehalkecl  up f i rstS.
rFlrst '  v is i ts to Goomburra State Forest  which more than l ived. up to
expec ta t ions ,  an t l  r f i r s t f  s igh t ings  o f  b i rds  fo r  a  number  o f  peop le .

Drlving ln from the New Englanil Highway the scene changes; the
roll ing clowns wlth their rich farmlanrl ancl straight roacls giving way
to poorer eountry wi th hi l ls  r is ing on ei ther s ic le and then closi-ng
in whl le the road becomes wincly,  crossing smal l  creeks and. old
watercourses; change again to open savannah and that to c lenser
forest  wi th magnif icent ta l - I  gums trai l ing v ines and the creeper-
covered undergrowth that provides icteal eover for the many bird.s
whose vo i -ces  f i l l -  the  a i r .

A pleasant walk f rom the nain camping si te along ei ther s id.e of  the
creek yield var ious honeyeaters,  f lycatchers ancl  thornbi l ls ,  whi le
above us the unmistakeable cal ls of  the bel- lb i rc ls as they fed on the
blos:roms ancl  the melocl ious songs of  the whist lers were plain to be
hearcl .  Highl ights were Cr imson Rosel las f lashing by;  a Topknot
Plgeon high against  the sky;  a cock Sat in Bowerbirc l ,  h is plunage
gleaming ant l  i r r idescent as i t  was caught by the sun and later a
party of  hen Sat in Bowerbird.s hopping through the grass and low
bushes.  A  pa l r  o f  Eas tern  Sp ineb l l l s  were  easy  to  observe  as  they
f l - i t ted her ancl  there c lose-by and a ' r lh i te-napecl  Honeyeater and
Rufous Fantai l  were obviously enjoying the benef i ts of  f resh runni-ng
water  in  the  c reek .  VJhat  a  beaut i fu l  p lace !  Peace,  and a  feas t  fo r
eyes and. ears under that  ta l - l -  canopy. Whi le plcnicking we watehed a
f l .ed Watt lebird,  saw three Glossy Black Cockatoos f Iy over ancl  spottecl
a Sulphur-crestecl  Cockatoo si t t ing quiet ly in a hole in a huge gun
beyond the  c reek .

later we cl imbed, by car f  must acimitr  on up the r id.ge to Sylvesterrs
Lookout  bu t  were  d isappo in ted  to  f ind  tha t  most  o f  the  brea th tak lng
view from the crest of the range was obscurecl by snroke from numerous
bu.shf i res.  Compensat ions .were hear ing a Green Catbirc l  n iaowlng
nearby  and a  No isy  P i t ta  (seen by  some peop le  who a lso  heard  a
lyreblrd) and the deep impression l -ef t  by the great palns,  t ree-ferns
and magnlf icent t rees of  the t rue rain forest ,  nany bear ing orchic ls
and huge ferns high overheacl .

Ann Shore

Spec ies  l i s t :

To ant l  f rom Goomburra S.F. -  Pied Cormorant,  Paci f ic  Heron, White-
facecl  Heron, Straw-necked fbis,  Royal  Spoonbi l l ,  Yel low-bi l - led Spoon-
bi l -1,  Manecl  Duck, Blaek-shoulc lerecl  Ki te,  Austral- ian Kestrel ,  Common
Bronzewing,  Cres tec l  ? igeon,  Ga lah ,  Cr imson Rose l la ,  Eas tern  Rose l1a ,
Pale-heaclecl  Rosel-La, Kookaburra,  l fh i te-backed. Swal l -ow, Welcome Swal low,
R icharc l r  s  P ip i t ,  B lack- face i l  Cuckoo-shr1ke,  l t l i l l i e  Wagta i l ,  No isy
Fr la rb i rc l ,  I , l t t le  Fr ia rb i rc l ,  S t r ia ted  Parda lo te ,  S tar l ing ,  Magp ie-
lark,  Black-faced. Woodswal low, Grey Butcherbirc l ,  Magpie,  Crow.

Goomburra S.F. Topknot Pigeon, Brown Cuckoo-clove, Glossy BIack
Cockatoo ,  Su lphur -eres tec l  Cockatoo ,  Aus t ra l - ian  K ing  Par ro t ,  Fan-
ta i led  Cuckoo,  .Azure  I ' i ng f j -sher ,  Kookabur ra ,  No isy  P i t ta ,  Rose Rob in ,
Eastern Yel- low Robln,  Crested Shr ike-t i t ,  Gold.en ! t rh ist l -er ,  Rufous
! t rh is t1er ,  Grey  Shr ike- th rush ,  B laek- faced Monarch ,  leaden F lyca tcher ,
Rufous  Fanta i l ,  Grey  Fanta i l ,  Eas tern  l lh ipb i rd ,  Superb  Fa i - ry -wren,
! t rh i te-browed Scrubwren, Brown Gerygone, Vlhi te- throatecl  Gerygone,
Brown Thornbi l l ,  Str iatecl  Thornbi l l ,  Red Watt lebircL,  Red-browed Tree-
c reeper r  No isy  Fr ia rb l rd ,  Lewin t  s  Honeyeater ,  Ye1 low- faced.  Honeyeater ,



FIE!@
Vihite-napecl Honeyeatg"r Eastern lninebil l l  lnlt"g.P^:"*: l l l l :3 Ii;;; ;5 1 

- 
n"i-n";;; ; i ire ia n*. t ? l t'^ l9Y: "l iI* t -l i " *..g:*?l:"b ird'

ol in i i f l ' ; ; " ; ; ; . ; ; ;  c ;" ; ,  Be11 Miner,  Green catbi rd '  lvrebirc l '

- -oo0oo--
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IqEMBERS' BIRD NOTES
agoon .  I v lA .
n/l , ' lel lcamp Roacl. IB.
n  S ta te  Sehoo l .  LB .
tev l /Wel leamP Roacl .  lB.

l agoon .  MA .
pa i t y  o f  s i x  f eed l l g  o l ^w i l t l
Iv turPhYrs Creek.  AHS '  JAS '

: fP? S . F. AHS '
Goombur ra  S .F .  AHS.

2  Merno rY  S t .  MA.
g rass  a i  15  Dunmore  S t ,  T rmba '  I - . ,B '
r o rY  S t ,  T rmba .  I v lA .
S .F .  AHS.

Recl  l la t t leb i rd -  26 .9  .82.  Goomburra S '  F  '  AHS '

Sa t i n  Bowerb i r d .  26 .9 .82 .  Goombur ra  S 'F '  AHS '

l I h i t e - t h "o " i ua  N igh t j a r .  10 .9 .82 .  Echo  Va l I ey .  MAr  PM.

MA :  Michael  Atzeni  ,  lB:  les l -ey Bal l  ,  PM :  Pa t  McConnel l  ,  AHS :

Ann  Shore ,  JAS:  John  Shore '

Members  and  f r i - ends  p resen t  were  l { i ehae l  A tzen i ,  r , es ley  Ba} l r -Ron

Colpus,  lu laggie Urats l t r ,  R i l l -  Jones,  L ,yd ' ia  Lynclon,  P?t  Mcconnel l '

Tr ic la  Rober ts  and baby twins Dominiq i re  and- Isaac,  Barbara Rohnfe lder '

Tony  Venag l i a  and  RaY V i l j oen

FIEID DAY FOR OCTOBER

Thls month we replace the f ie l -d c iay wi th our annual  Birc l  Census.

l ie-are st i l l  foof fng for volunteer-s who may b_e abLe-to help 1n gny

wav for the weekend. of  the 27rd and'  24t ]n October '  Donf t  feel  that

; ; i ,  ; ; ;  ; ; i y  h ; ip  i f  . you .are  an  exper iencec l  b i rc lwatcher .  Members

ir t ro can hel i  ty f teepi i rg ta l - l ies or dr iv ing ears are most weleome'
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PUBIICATIONS RECEIUED

There are some j -nterest lng art ic les in our recent publ icat ions that
the c l -ub holc ls.  One that part icular ly caught ny at tent ion was
CSfROrs  repor t  on  foss i l  b i rc ls  in  the i r  ECOS journa l .

BTRDS. Summer 1982. (Royal  Society for  the Protect ion of  Birr ls)
The Bird Observer.  May, July,  September 1982. (newslet ter  of  the

Bir t l  Observersr Club)
The Darl ing Downs Natural ist .  September 1982. (Journal  of  the

Toowoomba Fiekl  Natural ist  Club)
ECOS. Spr lng 1982. (scient i f ic  journal  of  CSIRO)
Queensland. Orni thological  Soeiety Newslet ter .  September 1982.
Urirnbirra.  Auguet,  September 1982. (newslet ter  of  the Chinehi l - la

F ie ld  Natura l i s ts f  C lub)

- -ooOoo--
,( ' ) f  * ' )++*)e*.,+*+*' t(*{ ) t+)t*JtJtJ+J+i( J()f  -*J(xJ()e-t6i(*)e*.,(*r( i(J(t(+x*J(nJr+)f r(.xJ+Jr)F*if  ***.*Jt*re**+f **

DEADI NE

Ar t ic les  fo r
Sunilay of the
haniled to any

PIACE:

DATE:

TTME:

--ooOoo--

the T.B.C. news-sheet have a d.eadl ine of  the fourth
month.  This coincic les wi th the f ie ld c lay and nay be
member of  the execut ive or nai- let l  to the edi tor .

AI.I}IUAL GENERAI, MEETING

2 Memory  St . ,  Toowoomba.

Tuesday ,  i9 th  0c tober ,  1gBZ.

7 .5O p .mo

ELeet ion  o f  o f f i cers .
Genera l  Bus inesg.
Sl- ictes of  b i r i ls  of  South Afr ica v

presented  by  Ray V i l joen .

J+rf ,()+**re*J(i( ' l+J(J+{ )+Jf J( ic{ ') f  *JtJ++)tJF+tX x)6+-,t*. t f  J(#+r()+* *Jt***+J(**Jf )rJf ic+Jr*Je***t+ft*rF.ff  +++J+*

TOOWOOI\TBA BIRD CIUB
NOIUINATION FOR OFFICE

I  nomina te  . . . . .  . . . . . .
ln the Toowoomba Bird Club

I aceept nominat ion for  the
in the Toowoomba Blrd Club

. r . . . .  f o r  t h g  o f f i e e  o f  . . . o . . . . . . . . . . . . .
for  the year 198 /A

S i g n e d .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  o .  .  .  . .  . .
Nomi-nator

Datg  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
o f f i ee  o f  . .

for  the year

S igned

1982/8t .
a  a  a  a  a  a  a a  a  a  a  o  a  a  a a

a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a a  a a  o a a

Nominee

Da te
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