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F r e s . i - d e n t :

Se c re ta ry /Treasurer :

l lecords  Of f i cer :

Ec l i to r :

TOO\..IOOFIBA BTRD CIUB

a. 41ro

Mari lyn Jacobs
21 Sy lvan Cour t ,  T fmba.  4350

Ph:  15  8594

Ann Shore .
I t S h o r e l a n d s r t ,  W i t h c o t t ,
t ' l  . 5 .  2 2 4 ,  T t m b a .  4 7 5 2

P h :  1 0  3 2 0 7

I 4 i c h a e 1  A t z e n i .
2 I ' i e m o r y  S t ,  T r m b a .  4 1 , _ , O

P h :  3 5  9 4 3 3

Les ley  Ba l - l .. l  
5  Dunnore  St ,  T rmba.  4150

P h :  3 2  6 2 6 2

Act iv i t ies

Field Outing and Monthly l4eeting - 4th Sunday of each month
-  usua l ly  l -eave f rom P igo t t rs  Car  Park  a t  7 .1O an.

Camping Trips - 2 or J t imes per year.

F i lm and Sf ide  Even ings  -  2  o r  J  t ines  a  vear .

Annual- Subscript ion

Ord inary /Fami ly  membersh ip  . . .  SB.OO
S t u c l e n t  m e u r b e r s h i p  . , . . .  6 4 . 0 0

l{ews-sheet

Pub l ishe t l  month ly ,  be fore  the  ou t ing .

Deacl l ine

Art icles for the news-sheet have a deadline of the fourth
Sunclay of the month. This eoincides with the f iel t l  outine
and may be hanclerl  to any nenber of the executive or rnai led
to  the  ed i to r .
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EDITORIAI

As you can see the Executive has been putting their heads together
in order to get a front page-for our newsletter. There are two
Teasons behinrl this move - 1) to gi-ve the news-sheet a more rtynanic
outloolg and 2) to make typing the news-sheet easier. I hope you,
as members, approve. Please let us lorow your feelings or even
suggest ions.

Our slide evening was really excellent, anil i t is a pity more
memtrers were not able to avail thernselves of the opportunity to, not
only to see lenfs s l ic les,  but  a l -so to l is ten to his very
entertaining commentary. ltJe are inrlebtect to I,en ilarvey for the
time and trouble he went to ancl exceedingly pleaseil to hear that he
is uil l ing to show us some morce of his slicles later in the year,
perhaps on srnall bush birds.
l4embers who were abl-e to make the evening were It i ichael Atzeni, Ron
Colpus, Jane, J im ancl  Graham Corbl-n,  Don Gayclon, Mari lyn Jaeobs,
Aud,rey Sorensen and myself. Two wel-come vlsitors were Angela and
Kev Ki lmart in.

Les ley  Ba l -1 ,  Ed i to r
* -ooOoo--

}iEW TOOiTOOMBA BIRDS

255. Yel l-ow-tai l -ed Black Cockatoo (Calyptorh.ynchus funereus).
8.4.83. Pampas Estate, south of Muff i i?EET [-Tzeni,
Don Cayi lon.

A single bird seen f ly ing.  .q.  b lack Cockatoo ident i f ied by the pale
cheek patch and twheelar cal- l - .  I t ro col-our was seen in the ta i l .
( Ih is  spec ies  was seen by  Les ley  Ba l l  over  Dunmore  St ,  T rmba on
1O"1O"81.  and Rod I lobson repor te i l  see ing  then in  our  c l -ub  area  pr io r
to the format ion of  our c lub.  )

237 .  Brown-headed i loneyeater ( l ' le l i thrept iq brevirostr is )  .  8.4.93.
I le l idon Rest Area. l l ichael  Atz@Tn-Eydon.-

A feeding party of  about 20 birds.  Brown head extend. ing to mant le;
buffish-white nape anil eyebrow; pale greyish buff underparts;
back anil wings bro'*,n to itull green; legs pink-brown; eall, a
repeatecl  t  chickf  .

I would
( both )
passei l
rarely
area .

like to thank len liarvey who had a hand in the recording of
the above specieso f am also grateful for infomatlon
on to me by l,en concerning species not yet recorel.ed or
reported by the club that he has seen in or near our stud,i

Flichael Atzeni
--ooooo--

iTOTE SWAI'I'I}IG - BTRD TRAITS

The.-following qighting _took place over a year ago at port Douglas,
on the coast ' 751fi north of Caj,rus. As part of a public park-near
the snall fishing harbour is an area known as the Basin. ft is a
man-made, semi-eireular wall of stones buil-t out into the sea, with
a hole at its base to allotr the entry of the tide and thus foin a
sr' i inrning poor; the original for the loeat populace. rt has now
falleT largely into disuse for this purpose, but when the ti i te is
out, its mangroveo weed-ridcten, mudrty uottom provides a good



hunting grouncl for some of the loeaL birds.
The bird. concerrred is the Black-frontecl. Dotterel (BIack-fronted.
Plover). A pair were first observed anct Later joined by four rnore
birds anr l  the s ight ines took plaee over a per iod of  ?-g weeks, and
al l  b i rds pract iset l  th is food gather ing technique. l {hen the 6ottom
of the pool was newly uncovered tI
normally by moving swift ly with sr
pecking here and there in the mucl
snal l  sea creatures.  I  was abl-e
sl ight ly in excess of  5-6 metres I
the foocl  was.

After a per iocl  of  t imer say f -  to t  hour,  food appeared to be less
plent i fu l .  i ' {hether th is was due to natural  factors such as the
amount of  t ime the muct had been uncoveret l  by waterr  or  the heat of
the sunt j -s specul-at ion,  as is the ic lea that the prey were aware b.y
this t ime that their  enemies were cover ing the area pret ty
thoroughly '  so were seeking greater depth for  protect ion"-  At  th is
stage the birc lsf  nomal hurr ied,  jer l ry movements of  running a few
fast  steps ancl  then stopping to peck about changed to one of  more
unhastenecl  food gather i .ng.  The bir t l  woul-d balance i tsel f  on one
leg ancl  extend !h" o! !gf ,  st i f f  and straight in a l - ine of  about 45'
and the foot a few mi l l - imetres above the mui l ,  rather l - ike a soldier
making the movement for  the s low march step" The foot f rom the
ankl-e was then vibratecl  at  very high speect.  f t  was certainly not
percept ib le  by  eye ;  one was jus t  aware  o f  a  fuzzy  b lu r  a t  tLe  end
of  the  leg .  A l though there  was no  aud ib l -e  sound i t  was  assumed
that  the  foo t  was_ tapp ing  the_mud a t  h igh  speed,  fo r  perhaps  a
second or  two"  The foo t  wou ld  s top ,  the  head je rked in  sever .a l
i l i rect ions ancl  j -nvar iabfy a lunge and. a snap and one assumed.
another  smal l  sea  c rea ture fs  L i fe  had ended.  I t  i s  assumei l  tha t  the
tapp ing  a t t rac ts  the  prey  to  the  sur face  o f  the  mud to  f ind  ou tr fwhat rs  go ing  o i l " ,  and tha t rs  su f f l c ien t  inqu is i t i veness  fo r  the
hunter  to  ach ieve-  j . t s  ob je ,c t i ve .  I t  was  in te res t ing  to  no te  tha t
th is  v j -b ra t ion  o f  the  mud by  the  Dot te re l  seemed to 'p roduce 

" " "u i t *up to JOcm or so ancl  i t  wa? n9g9^s?ary for  the bird t6 make a jerky
observat ion of  approximately 1BO" to see where the prey was going io'pgp uP ' ,  anc l  in  o rd .e r  to  pounce the  b i rd  o f ten  had tb  make-a  f6w
q}ick steps for the lunge with the beak. Another pecul iar i ty was
tha_t_as  though the  b i rds  had been g iven a_eommand. ,  th is  ac t i i i t y -
would stop alm-o9t instant ly and unanimously_and. they would f ree'ze,
s ta r ing  s t ra igh t  ahead.  and th is  wouLd las t  fo r  15  t ;  20  minu tes
before hunt ing would start  again.
The other instance of  a bird_ using a foot  technique to procluee food.
concerned a s i lver GulI  which r  observed. in Adver i ture Biy ; ;  B; ; ; -
f s .  sou th  Tasnan la .  Two b l rd -s  a l igh ted  w i th in  eyeshot ,  6ne wh icn" I
assumed was an immature and the other an aclul t .  The former fanaea-
above the  t iders  edge on  c l r .y  sand,  the  ad .u l t ,  jus t  w i th in  the  water
so  tha t  i t s  legs  were  in  about  3 -4en.  The sand was very  so f t ,  

"ndi ts  fee t  soon sank  in  the  sand to  a  cent imet re  o r  so ,  and as  t f re
water  o f  the  las t  smal l -  wave receded i t  shu f f led  i t s  legs  backwards
and fo rvards  w i thout  sh i f t ing  pos i t ion .  Th is  obv ious ly  p roduc" " -u -
subter ranean v ib ra t ion  wh ieh  a t t rac tec l  some bur red .  p re i  s ince  i twas_ quickly snapped up and the adul t  f l -ew a metre or so to i tso f fspr ing-  and fed  i t .  Th is_proced.ure  was repeated  severa l  t imesunt i l  e i ther  i t  go t  no  resu l ts  o r  j - t  thought " i t s  youngster  had hadenough -  a  doubt fu l  thought  when cons ider ing  s i rver  c i r rs .

-1
}IOTE SrIAI'PIIIG - BIRD TRAITS COt{TrD

- -ooOoo- -
Roy Bea ton"



-

-4-

THX BIRD OBSERITERS CI,UB

The Bird Observers Club has been in operation for nearly eighty
years.  I t  is  based in Victor ia but j -s Jooked upon as the rnat j -onal t
c lub .  Our  c lub  rece ives  the  B.O.C"  news le t te r  an i l  i t  i s  ava i lab le
to our members to borrow" ?Je have been sent a leaflet fron the
B.O.C.  reques t ing  us  to  " . .  p lease he lp  us  to  p ro tec t  Aus t ra l j -a rs
bir i ls?frby invi t ing other-s to become members of  the B.O.C. I f  any
of our members should l ike to join and support this worthy society
the annual  membership for  interstate members is $7"50 and for fu l l
t i rne students to 2l  years i t  is  $5"OO per year.  lhe leaf let  erplains
al l  the amenit i .es ancl  projects to cLo with the c l -ub. Copies of  the
leaf let  can be obtained. f rom the ecl i tor .

- -ooOoo--

FERCY THE PE],ICAN

Did anyone reac l  the snal l  i teru of  news in  'The Chronic le t ,  Saturday
2nd Apr i l?  Last  November Percy was c l iscovered wi th  h is  upper  b l ] l
shat tered by a gunshot ,  so a l t rewcast le  veter inar ian gave h im a
f i b reg lass  t ransp lan t .  Th l s ,  l t  seems ,  was  no t  s t rong  enough  to
cope wi th  the tug-o-wars that  these b i rd .s  get  in to over  ownership
o f  a  f i sh ,  and  ano the r  ope ra t i on  had  to  be  pe r fo rmed .  S ta in less
steel -  has been used to re in force a new f ibreglass b i l l -  anc l  i t  ls
hopecl  th is  wi l l  be more successfu l .

- -aoOoo--

ROADSIDE FIORA AND FAU}IA SURVEY

The fo l - l -owing is  f rom a c i rcu lar  sent  to  us by the Bl rd Observers
Club

f f fhe Bi rd Observers CIub and the Roai ls ide Conservat ion Commlt tee
are prepar ing an Aucl io-Vlsual -  Casset te  Programme for  borrowing
by communi ty  groups to  ra ise publ ic  awareness of  the impor tance
th roughou t  Aus t ra l i a  o f  roac l s ide  vege ta t i on  and  o f  t he  an ima ls
anc l  b i rds  wh ich  use  i t .  r n  eon junc t i on  w i th  the  casse t te  a
Roac ls i c ie  FLo ra  and  Fauna  Survey  i s  be ing  condue ted . ' l

They are ashing for  in format ion on b i rd .s  us ing the roadsides and
fo r  dona t i ons  o f  s l i des  show ing  r t s i gn i f i can t  roads i -de  vege ta t i on
(o r  l ack  o f  any ) ,  b i rd . s  and  o the r  an ima ls  seen ,  c lose -up6  o f
vege ta t i on ,  p lan ta t i ons ,  roads ide  s igns  i nd . i ca t i ng  f l o ra  and  fauna ,
ae r i a l  sho t s  and ,  o f  cou rse ,  examp les  o f  r oads ide  uses . r r  Any
member at  a l l  in terested.  should contact  me,  the ect i tor ,  for  more
de ta i l s  and  cop ies  o f  t he  su rvey .

- -ooOoo--

SI.IIPFETS

f rve  hac l  a  B lack -shou lde red  I i i t e  a t  Eas t  C reek  -  j us t  ac ross  the
road f rom my p lace -  for  the last  week"  Def in i teJ-y not  a  Let ter -
wing as r rve had c lose-ups wi th  i t  hover ing overhead andl  i t  is
p la in  whi te  underneath.  Turns up about  4 pm. qui te  regurar ly ,
lenqth of  s tay i lepends on success i t  has in  hunt ing.

Joe Deuble may be interested. in my _sightings of formation f lying
by pelicans in the Coorong area on Princes hi-ghway between Aheldide
and Ivlt  Gambler" on two occassions I vr fornations of the birds
approachi-n69 me performecl the same aerobaties" The landwardl side of
the rvr slowed their speed and joinect onto the enrl of the seaward
half just as i t  eame directly over the shorel ine wherupon the whole
did a sj-muJtaneous left turn seaward.s anil  divecl clown to get on with
the i r  f i sh ing .
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S}IIPPETS CONTI D
f  suggest  tha t  Joe  contac ts  the : -

Sub-Dept. of Ornitho1ogf,r
Tring Museum,
TRI-{C, Hertfordshire IiDZS 6Ap,
ENGLA}ilD.

to get their  eomments on fGoose powerr.

--ooOoo--

FI.IID DAY RqPORT AUDREY SORE}ISEN ' S

Ron Colpus

EEQSEETI , _SUNpAy _?1ttr IITARcH 19s3

The lV larch out ing looked most  prorn is ing when qui te  a large number of
c l -ub members ma, fe the i r  way r lown the rough to Audrey Soiensenrs
p rope r t y .  S tops  on  the  w?y  p roved  to  y ie ld  ve rJ r  t i t t t e  exeep t  a
pa r t v  o f  no ie i l y  f eed ing  Grev -c rowned  Babb le r s ,  g i v i ng  us  a  good
v iew  and  de rnons t ra t i ng  t he i r  un ique  no i ses .  Any - l ack -o f  n i r d t i t e
a t  t h i s  pc in t  r vas  more  than  made  up  by  the  beau i i f u l  v i ews  ac ross
the  va l l i e s  on  e i t he r  s i de  o f  t he  road  .

Audrev ' s  p rope r t r r  p ro r re r l  t o  be  qu i te  a  su rp r i se  be ing  i n  t he  m idd l_e
o f  a  sna l l  pa teh  o f  ra in fo res t .  A  sho r t  wa t t<  up  the  road  and  we  had
seen  t he  nes t s  o f  n t lme rous  b i r c l s .  A l t hough  t hese  nes ta  we re  on l y  a
few  fee t  o f f  t he  road  and  qu i t e  obv ious ,  t hey  had  t o  be  po in ted "  ou t
t o  us  as  l { e  m i ssed  nes t  a f t e r  nes t .  The  rnos l  su rp r i s i ng  o f  t hese
was  the  sna l l  cup  nes t  o f  ! ! "  

i l f h i pb i r i l ,  
?  t i ny  nes t  f o r  sueh  a  l a rge

b i rd .  We  a l so  saw  the  f r a i l  nes t  o f  a  p i geon ,  t hough t  t o ;3  t r r " t  o f
a  l i l onga  and  t ! "  numerous  g rass  nes ts  o f  lDoub le -ba r  F inches .  One
bush  con ta ined  the  b ree r l i ng  and  rooe t i ng  nes t  where  we  were  shown
tha t  t he  roos t i ng  nes t  l acks  t he  en t rance  spou t  o f  t he  b reed ing  nes t .
Seve ra l  o f  t he  sma1 l  hang ing  nes ts  o f  t he  B lack - faced  Monarch  i e ru
seen  wh ich  were  made  o f  eobweb  and  eamou fJaged  w i th  l i chen  an t l  sma f fp i eces  o f  1ea f .

Fee r l  i n  p

Bowerb i r i l  t oge the r  w i th  seve ra l  o f  h i s  d rab  w ives ,  ca t f i ng
oec^asional l . r r  to  te11 us that  the.y  were there among the l -e ives.  ARufous Fanta i l  f l i t ted through the bushes , i isp lay ing h is  ru forrs
co lou r ing  fo r  a l l  t o  see .  An  immatu re  Fan- ta i t ea  C ickoo  took  somet ime  be fo re  i t  was  eo r ree t l y  i den t i f i e r l ,  wh i l e  ove rhead  I u i s t l e t oe -
b i r ds  ea l t ec .  w i t h  t he i r  h i gh  p l t ehed  wh i s t l es ,  uu i -wou l t l  no t
a l1ow thense lves  to  be  seen .

Rack  a t  Aud rev t s  house ,  b i r d fee r re r s  and  b i r dba ths  gave  us  9oo6v iews  o f  nu r , ' r e rous  Doub le -ba r  F inchea ,  l ew in ts  l { one }ea te rs  and  a]one Sear le t  Hone.veater .  Thanks to  Au<l re5r  for  a l lowing uCI  to  sharet l t  peace  an r l  beau ly  o I  he r  p rope r t y  and  the  r . "o " r "agu  o f  t he  hab i t so f  t he  b t rds  who  l i ve  the re .

The  l ucky  peop le  on  th i s  ou t i ng  were  l es l_ev  8a11 ,  Fegg ie  and  RoyReaton,  Ron colpus,  Graham and Jane corb in ' ,  lon c"yab; ,  len Har?e.y(v i s i t o r )  ,  l , ' l a r i l yn  Jacobs ,  Au r i rey  So rensen .

Graham Corbin

Spee ies  l i s t :
R lack -shou lde red  K i te ,  lVh i te -headed  P igeon ,  Rar -shou l -de re r l  Dove ,
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-,"..Fi t t- -@eet , Pale-headed Rose11d,' ,  Tan-tai l-ecl Cuckoo , Kookaburra,
R lack - faced  Cuckoo-sh r i ke ,  Va r ied  T r i l l e r ,  Eas te rn  Ye l - l ow  Rob in '
Gre.v  Shr ike- thrush,  Rufous Fanta i l ,  Wi l l ie  V lagta i l ,  Eastern wtr i in i ra ,
Grey-crowned Babhler ,  Superb Fai ry
large-b i l led Scrubwr€D r  .  Whi te-bron
(v, 'arb ler ) ,  Brorm Thornbi . l l ,  Yef lou
No isy  l /T ine r ,  Lew in ' s  Honeyea te r ,  B
ea te r ,  M i s t l e t oeb i rd ,  Spo t t e i l  Pa rd
Rec l -b rowed  F i re ta i l ,  Doub le -ba r red
baeked  Or io le ,  F igb i rd ,  Spang le i t  D rongo ,  Regen t  Bowerb i rd ,  Magp ie -
l a rk ,  Gre -v  Ru tche rb i rd ,  P ie r l  Ru tche rb i rd ,  Magp ie ,  Raven ,  c row l -

- - ooooo - -  
46  sPec ies

IUEI,ttlSpS I RIRD N0TES

Aus t ra l i an  She lduck .  2 .3 .83 .  Dye r ' s  l agoon ,  La id l ey .  MA ,  lB ,  DG.
B lack -b reas ted  Buzza rd . .  1  "  4 .83 .  Qu ip ie  .  MA,  pM,  T i t .
Black  K i te .  25 .J .81 .  Gren ie r  S t .  tB .
Grey  Goshawk .  16  .3  .83 .  8  Ocean  S t  .  JCC , JEC.

MA,Pe reg r i ne  Fa l  con  .  26  . 1  . 85  . Hood fs  l agoon .

4

Ngs qgIU$- A.d,e1 Srcrrecn-- 
p6ireadrous RECETvED
The Bi rd Observer .  I \darch 1981.
B i rds ,  \T i n te r  1982 .
The I tar l ing Downs Natura l is t .  December 1982.
Queens land  Orn i tho log i ca l  Soc ie t y  News le t te r .
The Surb i - rc l .  Deeember 1982.
Ur imb i r ra .  March  198 t .

- -ooOoo- -

FIEID OTJTT}trG FOR APRII

Date : 27r9r_2!t! & 25th Apri l_, 1 98J.

Assembly Point :  Gi r raween l ia t ional  park.

T ime :  2 .OO pm.  fo r  a f te rnoon  wa lk .

TR.
BF,  TR.
,  sP  .  21  .1 .83 .

March & Apr i l  1983.

Place:  Gi r raneen } la t ional

@

va r ie t y  o f  b i rds  and
on .Sunday are very

B laek  Fa l con  (2 ) . 9 .4 .83 .  Ka r raseh f s  l agoon .
Ru f  f -banded  Ra i l  (  dea r l  )  .  D .D . I  .A  .E  .  Campus  .  M .T
Red -necked  Avoce t .  ? -  . 3  . 83  .  Dye r r s  l agoon .  I ,R .
B rush  Cuckoo  .  7 .2 .83 .  Echo  Va l l ey .  JD .
Ye l l ow -eyed  Cuckoo -sh r i ke .  8 .4 ,
Red th roa t .  1 .  4 .83 .  Ad .ava le /Cha
D iamond  F i r e ta i l  .  12 .1 .83 .  P re
Aus t ra l i an  Ma ,qp ie  (wh i te -backed)

MA:  M ichae l  .A . t zen i ,  JB :  John  Ba l l - ,  I ,B :  l es ley  Ba l l - ,  Jcc :  Jane
co rb in ,  Jcc :  J im  co rb in ,  JD :  Joe  Deub le ,  RF :  B r i an  Fou l i e ,
DG: Don Gaydon ,  I / lJ  :  Mar i lyn . racobs r  pM: pat  Mcconnel_ l  ,  sp i
Sandy  Po t t i nge r ,  TR :  Te r : : y  Re i s .

The Stanthorpe area is  wel l
shoul - r l  be 4 sueeessfu l  camp.
we leo rne .

-  - oo0oo - -

I lV\S l+b4, lle\i/"n

known  fo r  i t s
Day- t r ippers

- -ooOoo- -
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