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EDITORIAL

Unclerstandibly, not very many turned up to our camp at Girraween,
which was a real shame as s_ome very fine bircting was accomplished"
I lcnow f d.onf t only speak for myself when I say I enjoyed 

-the 
whole

weekencl and was not d.isappointed. to adcl a few new bird.s to ny rl istf ,
Girraween ls a very pleasant place to v is i t  wi th excel lent  fbcl l i t ies
and very helpfuI. rangers. Alyole with a spare weekencl or even a tlay
shoulcl eonsid.er the trip as it is only a couple of hours pleasant
d.r ive.
Ann and John have said. farewell to the last of their many guests
over the past eouple of  months,  ancl  hope to get a 1l t t le more
birding in than they have been able to just recently, Ann and r
went d.own to Hood.rs Lagoon after the heavy rains only to be
cl isappointed with the lack of  b l rc ls.  r t  is  amazlng to see the
changes in a smal l  ecosystem such as Hoocl ts wl th the change in
conditions. 0n1y a eouple of Swaurphens were seen when on-previous
oecaslons 100+ have been seen. There was an abund.ance of Darters
ancl Cormorantsr_ bot4 t-49 l itt le ?ietl and l l l tt le Black. 0n1y wood
Duckr Black Duck and White-eyerl Duck plus Lnnumerab]-e Coots-were
visible, while the Swans hacl gone
waters?). We were not unhappy wit
have a splentl id view of a Wedge-ta
pytr-on, his golclen sheen glowlng in
uneoncerned by the Magpie-larks (P
were fur iously mobbing l t .  Hoodrs
better spots ln our study area and. one well worth keeping an eye 01.

rcsky naff . naf tot
--oo0oo--

A WXEIGND A,T THE BEACH

Early in March my wife, Shirley, ar
Head.s - a sleppy l ltt le f ishlng vl1
Four separate r ivers meet the sea I
expanse of  t ldal  f lats,  making l t  a
b l rds .
As we haven I t clone much bird.ing lat
on waterbirds which we rarely see a
situati.on while there andl the weath
lilith warm sunny clays and high tldes
that we hacl most of the day to obeenre waders, etc. as they foraged. on
lhe progresslveLy exposed-f lats -  which happi iy are sandnni , t  muaT--
P"y ong-proclucecl a short l ist of more readiiy identif iable blrdJ -
Austral ian Pel ican, Si lver GuII ,  Ca
V{histl lng and Brahniny Kltes, Easte
ancl  Bar- ta i led Godwlts and. Reef Her
Whlstl ing Klte and juvenlLe Bralrmin
reference to Slater ancl  a l i t t le at
the problen.
A point of lnterest was that a large nunber of the Godwits were
wearing their russet breetl ing plunage.
I t  was on the second t lay that  the problems real ly startecl .  Af ter
p_osi t ively_ident l fy lng 

" .Pied 
Oystercatcher and a couple of  Green-

shanks we dlscoverecl just how lnexperienced. we lvere witfr charad.-
ri i fotmes In general_. After much stalking ancl consulting of bjrd
books we were sti l l  left with quite a few-bird.s to which-we eould
9F1v epply tle _general group nane of rrsanclplpertf or rclotterelrt
Ihe third antl f.o_urth aa}lg d.idntt add much to-our l ist of rpositively
i t lent i f ledsr.  Howerrer,  f rustrat ions wi th charad.r i l fomes were of fsbt-  part ly at  least  -  by the s ight of  a pair  of  whi te-breasted sea_



-3
A WE}IKEND AT THE BEACH CONIID

eagLes slowly quarter lng the shorel- ine.

The ful l  l is t  of  s ight lngs for  the four c lays is as fo l lows.

Aust ra l lan  Pe l ican
l i t t le Pied Cornorant
Reef Heron
Straw-necked fbls
Brahminy Klte
Whist l ing Kl te
White-breasted Sea-ea91e
Pied  Oysterca tcher
Maskecl Lapwing
Double-band ed. Dotterel
Recl-capped Dotterel
Eastern Cur lew
\'Ihinbrel
Greenshank
Bar-tai lecl  Godwit
BLack-tal led Godwit
Si lver Gul l
Casoian Tern
Gull-bil lect fern
Cres ted  P lgeon
Ralnbow Lorlkeet

Scaly-breasted I 'or ikeet
Rainbow Bee-eater
Dollarbirrl
Welcome Swallow
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
Rufous Whlstler
leaden Flycatcher
Wil1le Wagtai l
I, l tt le Friarblrd
Bl-ue-faeed Honeyeater
lewlnrs Honeyeater
White-throa ted. Honeyeater
Brown Honeyeater
Mis t le toeb l rd
Str lated Parclalote
House Sparrow
Figbird
Spangletl Drongo
Ivlagpie-lark
Australian Magpie
forresian Crow

John Gregor

--oo0oo--

A ]'ETTER FROM SOUTIIPORI

I am a nember of Wikll l fe ?reseryation 0o1d Coast Brancho In our
latest |tNeu'srf a bush outlng to Munay Scrub, 35 lm N.W. of KyogJ-e
is nentloned. There are actual stancls of mature Red Ced.ars and. Black
MyrtJ.e and Glant Fig ln quantity" They camped. near I crystal clearl
Ironpot Creek and fs dellghtful feature of this area is the huge
resident eolony of  BeLlblrdsrr .  One of  the largest col-onies to be
found anyrhere.  Other bir t ls  lncluded Yel low-tai led Black Cockatoos,
Weclge-tai le i l  Eagles,  nasses of  Finches and nany other creatures.
Under the headlng: Matter 0f  Concern,  i t  is  reported by our President
that many small blrds are d.isappearlng fron the Gold Coast. 0nce
common, Wi l l le Wagtal l ,  Si lver GulI ,  Honeyeaters,  Flycatchers,  I ' I rens,
Buteherbird"g and, Babblers are now a rarity. Of eourse, clomestic ancl
feral  cats anr l  huge quant i t ies of  poison spray are conmon reasons for
thelr  c l isappearance. Development l  unbr ld. lecl ,  is  a lso blamed.

Phyl iss Chr ist ian

SOME IINUSUAL VISITORS T0 rGA},IARRENI

Untll about a fortnight ago, the Cunnamulla dlstrict was experiencing
the worst t lrought on recorcl, with Gamarren having had 2* lnches of
raln over a periocl of eighteen months" Many large eucalypts anil
aeaclas which have obviously sunrived, cturlng other droughts for at
least  50 years are now clead.
About the only green area for nLles around was our gartlen whi-ch covers
about 2 acres.  I t  consists mainly of  lawn, shrubs and trees, and f
was able to keep l t  a l l  a l lve by the judic ious use of  water f rom a
flowlng bore near the house.
Just before Christrnas a Banded. landlrail took up residence in the
garden. He (or she) potterecl arouncl the lawn pecking busily at the
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GIRRAWEEN REPORT CONTID

We were treated. to a sensat ional  I  churr i -ngr display by a pair  of
Rest less Flycatchers which cont inued for somet ime al lowing me to
obtain a taperecording of  them. Rain then foreed us back to the cars
ancl  we headed for camp. The f ickle weather c leared again ancl  enabled
us to check a local- i ty suggestecl  for  Turquoise Parrots on the road.
into Girraween. Our persistence was rewardecl with wonclerful views of
these featherecl  gemsr so erypt ic against  the grasses and herbage.
Eagle-eyed Roy Beaton f i rst  g lassed them then proved i t  wasnt t  a f luke
by pointlng out a very pale hawk sltt ing high in a tree a fair clistance
away. A look through the telescope disclosed a beaut i fu l -  pale phase
l i t t le Eagle wi th uncier lar ts as whi te as an Ospreyrs.
Don and I stopped. at Storm King Dam on the trip home adding Musk Duck
and Scar let  Robin to Donrs l is t  of  new speeies to cap of f  the rewarcl ing
tlay-trip. Our intrepitl eampers called it quits Mond.ay morning when the
rain became heavy.
Not the best weather for  a camp but thanks to those that made the
effort - you cleservetl every new bircl you saw.

Miehae l  A tzen i

Spec ies  l i s t :

Enroute -  Straw-neekecl  lb is,  Black-shoul t lered Ki te,  Weclge-taiJ-ed Eagle,
Austral ian Kestrel ,  Purple Swamphen, Orested. Pigeon, Galah, Cr imson
Rose11a, Eastern Rosel la,  Pale-heaclecl  Rosel la,  Red.-rumped. Parrot ,
Tawny Frogmouth (dead), laughlng Kookaburra, Black-faced Cuekoo-shrike,
Jaclry Wlnter, Rufous Whistler, Grey Shrike-thrush, Grey Fantail,
WiLl ie Wagtai l ,  Grey-crowned. Babbler,  Weebi l l ,  Ye1low Thornbi l l ,  Red
Watt leblr t l ,  Str iped. Honeyeater,  Noisy Fr iarblrd. ,  Noisy Miner,
Spottett Partlalote, Sparrow, Starling, Coranon Mynah, White-winged
Chough, Apost1ebird. ,  Magple-Lark,  Slack-facecl  Wooclswal low, Dusky Wood-
swal low, Grey Butcherblrc l ,  Pled Butcherbird,  Magpie,  Pied Currawong,
Crow. 4O spec ies

Girraween - l i tt le Piecl Cor"morant, Black Duck, Wood Duck, Weclge-tailed.
Eagle,  L, i t t le Eagle ( l ight  phase),  Masked lapwing, Peaceful  Dove,
Common Bronzewingr Wonga Plgeon, Yel low-tai let l  Black Cockatoo, Rainbow
lor ikee t ,  I , l t t le  Lor ikee t ,  K ing  Par ro t ,  Cockate i l ,  Cr imson Rose11a,
Eastern Rosel la,  Pale-heaclecl  Rosel la,  TurquoJ-se Pamot,  Pal l id Cuckoo,
Fan-tai lecl  Cuel too, Azure Kingf isher,  Kookabuna, Welcome Swa11ow,
Eastenl  Yel low Robln,  Jacky Winter,  Grey Shr ike-thrush, Grey Fantai l ,
WiIJ-ie Wagtail, Rufous Songlark, Superb Fairy-wren, White-browecl Scrub-
wren, Brown Thornbil l, Yellow-runpecl Thornbll l, Striated. Thornbil l-,
Whlte-throated Treeereep€rr  Red. Watt lebird,  White-eared Honeyeater,
Yel low-tuf ted Honeyeater,  White-plumed Honeyeater,  New Hol l -and Honey-
eater,  YelJ-ow-faced Honeyeater,  l lh i te-napecl  Honeyeater,  Eastern Spine-
b i l ,L ,  M is t le toeb i rd ,  Spot tec l  Parc laLote ,  S t r la ted  Parc la lo te ,  S i l vereye,
Recl-browetl Firetail, Double-bamecl Finch, Satin Bowerbj-rd., Dusky
WooclswalJow, Grey Butcherbird,  Pied Butcherbird,  I t Iagp19, Pied Currawong,
Crow"  56  spee ies

Wal langarra Road. -  Sacrecl  Ib is,  Straw-necked. Ib is,  Paci f ic  Heron,
Brown Falcon, Peacef,ul  Dove, Galah, Rainbow Iror ikeet,  King Parrot ,
Turquo ise  Par ro t ,  T ree  Mar t in ,  R lcharc l rs  P ip i t ,  Jacky  l / in te r ,  Hood.ec [
Rob in ,  Cres ted  Shr ike- t i t ,  Res t less  F lyca tcher ,  Whi te -browed Babb ler ,
Superb Fairy-wren, Vlhite-browed. Scrubwren, Southern lt/hiteface,
Yel low-rumped Thornbi l l ,  Brown Treecreeperr  Red Watt lebird,  Yel low-
tuf ted Honeyeater,  l t th i te-plumed Honeyeater,  Fuseous Honeyeater,
S t r ia ted  Parda lo te ,  D iamond F i re ta i l ,  DoubLe-bar red  F inch ,  Sat i .n
Bowerbird,  Grey and. Pled Butcherbirc l ,  Magple,  Cumawongr Dusky Wood-
swal low, Crow. 35 spec ies
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GTRRAWEEN REPORT CONTID

! /e were t reated to a sensat ional  I  churr ingr display by a pair  of
Rest less Flycatchers which cont inued for somet ime al lowi-ng me to
obtain a taperecording of  them. Rain then forced. us back to the cars
ancl we headed. for canp. The fickle weather clearecl again ancl enabled
us to cheek a local i ty suggestecl  for  Turquoise Parrots on the road.
into Girraween. Our persistence was rewardecl with wonclerful views of
these featherecl  gemsr so erypt ie against  the grasses ancl  herbage.
Eagle-eyed Roy Beaton first glassed them then proveil i t wasnt t a fi-uke
by point ing out a very pale hawk si . t t ing high in a t ree a fa i r  d istance
away, A l -ook through the telescope d. isclosed. a beaut i fu l  pale phase
l i t t le Eagle wi th unclerparts as whi te as an 0spreyrs.
Don and I stopped at Storm King Dam on the trip home adding Musk Duck
and ScarLet Robin to Donrs l is t  of  new species to cap of f  the rewarding
day-trip. Our intrepitl campers called it quits Monclay morning when the
raj-n became heavy.
Not the best weather for a camp but thanks to those that maile the
effort - you cleserved every new bird. you saw.

Michae l  A tzen i

Spec ies  l i s t :

Enroute -  Straw-neekei l  Ib ls,  Black-shoulc lered Ki te,  Weclge-tai led Eagle,
Austral ian Kestrel ,  Purple Swamphen, Orested, Pigeon, Ga1ah, Cr imson
Rosel la,  Eastern Rosel la,  ?a1e-head.ec[  Rosel la,  Red-nrmpecl  Parrot ,
Tawny Frognouth (tlead)-, laughlng Koolcaburra, Black-facecl Cuekoo-shrike,
Jaclry Wlnter, Rufous Whistler, Grey Shrike-thrush, Grey Fantail,
Wi l l ie Wagtai l ,  Grey-crownecl  Babbler,  Weebi11, Yel low Thornbi l l ,  Red
Watt leblrc l ,  Str iped. Honeyeater,  Noisy Fr iarblrd. ,  Noisy Miner,
Spotted Pard.alote, Spamow, Star11ng, Coranon Mynah, White-winged
Chough, Apost lebird,  Magple-Lark,  Black-faeed. Wood.swal low, Dusky Wood-
swallow, Grey Buteherblrcl, Pied Butcherbircl, Magpie, Pied. Currawong,
Crow. 40 species

Girraween -  l l t t le ?ied Cotuorant,  Black Duck, WoocL Duck, Weclge-tai led.
Eag le ,  l i t t le  Eag le  ( l igh t  phase) ,  Masked lapwing ,  Peacefu l  Dove,
Common Bronzewing, Wonga Plgeon, Ie l low-tai lecl  Blaek Cockatoo, Rainbow
lor ikee t ,  L i t t le  lo r i kee t ,  K ing  Par ro t ,  Cockate i l ,  Cr j -mson RoseI1a ,
Eastern Rosel la,  Pale-heaclecl .  Rosel la,  Turquoise Parrot ,  Pal l id Cuckoo,
Fan-tailecl Cueltoo, Azure Kingfisher, Kookaburra, Welcorne Swallow,
Eastern Yel low Robln,  Jacky Winter,  Grey Shr lke-thrush, Grey Fantai l ,
Wil-l ie Wagtail, Rufous Songlark, Superb Fairy-wren, White-browecl. Scrub-
wren, Brown fhornbil l, Yellow-nunped. fhornbll l, Striated ThornbilJ-,
White-throated Treeereeperr  Red Watt lebird,  White-eared. Honeyeater,
Yel low-tuf tet l  Honeyeater,  White-plumed Honeyeater,  New HoIIand Honey-
eater,  Yel low-faced Honeyeater,  V{hi te-naped. Honeyeater,  Eastern Spine-
b i l - l ,  M is t le toeb i rc l ,  Spot tec l  Parc la lo te ,  S t r j .a ted  Parda lo te ,  S i l vere l€ r
Recl-browecl Firetail, Double-barred. Finch, Satin Bowerbird, Dusky
WootlswaJ-Iow, Grey Butcherbird, Pietl Buteherbircl, I{agpie, Pieil Currawong,
Crow.  56  spec ies

Wal langarra Roacl  -  Sacred lb is,  Straw-neckecl  Ib ls,  Paci f ic  Heron,
Brown Faleon, Peacef,ul  Dove, Ga1ah, Rainbow Lor ikeet,  King Parrot ,
Turquo ise  Par ro t ,  T ree  Mar t in ,  R lchardrs  P ip i t ,  Jacky  VJ in te r ,  Hood.ed .
Robin,  Crested Shr ike-t l t ,  Rest less Flycatcher,  White-browed. Babbler,
Superb Fairy-wren, VIhite-browed. Scrubwren, Southern Vfhiteface,
Yel low-rumped Thornbi l l ,  Brown Treecreep€rr  Red Watt lebird,  Ye1low-
tuf ted Honeyeater,  lVhi te-plumecl  Honeyeater,  Fuseous Honeyeater,
Str iatedt Pard.alote,  Diamond Firetai l ,  DoubLe-barred Finch, Sat in
Bowerbir t l ,  Grey and Pied Butcherblrd,  Magple,  Currawongr Dusky Wood-

v-

swallot l t ,  Crow. 35 spec ies
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GIRRAh'I'F;N REPORT CONT ' D

Spec ies  l i s t  !  . .
Storrn Klng Dam - Australasian Grebe,
L i t t1e  B lack  Cormorant ,  l i t t le  P ied
It1usk Duck, Whist l ing Kl te,  Eurasian
ScarLe t  Rob in .

Aus t ra l ian  Pe l ican ,  Dar te rn
Cormorant ,  B Iack  Swan,  Grey 'Tea l ,
Coot ,  B1ack- f ron ted  P lover ,

\
I

I

12 spec ies

o f  spec ies  1O2Total  number

--ooOoo--

MEI\IBERS I BIRD NOTES

Leas t  F r iga teb i rd .  1 .5 "81 .  Po in t  l ookou t ,  s t radbroke  rs .
Beaeh  S tone-Cur lew.  30 .4 .85 .  Po ln t  l ookou t .  MA,  BF,  TR.
lesser  Cres ted  Tern .  1 .5 .83 .  Po ln t  l ookou t .  MA,  BF,  tn .
Top loro t  P igeon.  7 .5 .83 .  Redwooc l  park .  Iv iA ,  BF,  fR .
Turquoise Parrot  .  24.4.81" Gj-rraween Nat ional  park.  l lA,

Boobook  Owl  (dark  phase) .  B .4 .B j .  F l lnders  S t .  JD.
Ground Cuekoo-shr ike .  14 .4 .83 .  lokyer  S id ing  Turnof f .

I t iA:  Michael  Atzeni  ,  I lB:
Bea ton ,  JD:  Joe  Deub le ,
l lerry Rels.

FUTURE OUTINGS

May Z?nd, - water blrd
Lagoon

FIEID OUTING FOR MAY
nate:  Sunclay,  22ncl  May 198].

_ les ley .Ba l - l ,  l9 :  Pegg ie  Beaton ,  RB:  Roy
BF: Bi ian Foul is,  DGf--  Don Gayd6n, TR:

--oo0oo--

out ing;-  including Hood.t  s lagoon rKarraschr s
and lunch at  lake Clarendon.

MA,  BF,  TR

LB,  PB,  RB,
DG.

l4A , LB.

Field Natural ist

Soc ie ty )

Club )

Jurne  11 th-17 th  -  camp out  w l th  Q.o .s .  A1r  de ta i l s  o f  th is  camp
are not f inar i .zed.,  but  i t ts to sunday creek Fielb
Study Centre between Jlmna ancl Kenniiworth.

June 26th -  morning_out i .ng to l lonts ?ark,  Hodgsonvale and Stock-
yard Creek Roacl .

August 28th -  Ienthi l l  Creek and Dyerrs lagoon.
-oo0oo--

?lace: HooSf g glrd.Kg:rasc4r s lagoons J
and !ake L:J_arenilon

Assenbl-y Point :  Plgott t  s Car Park
T lmez  7 .15  am.  fo r  depar tu re  a t  ? . jO  am.  sharp .
It wil l be lnteresting to see what the fresh raj.ns have d.one to
these water ing places anct to the blrd l i fe that  abounds on th; ;"

--ooOoo--

PUBIICATIONS RXCE]1rED

The Darling Downs Naturalist. April 1987. (Toowoomba

QoS Newsletter. Ivlay 1983. (Queensland ornithol:Ll:]t
Urimbirra. Apri l  1983. (Chinchi l la Field Natural istst

- -oo0oo- -


