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NEWS-SHERT No. 9 - JULY, 1976.

The Editor, on behalf of the Toowocuba Bird Club, would like to *take this orsoriunity
to thank Mr, Don Vernon, Curator of Birds, Queensland Museum, for his excellent
delivery on-Queensland birds. Mr. Vernon spoke at some length to members and visitors
gathered to hear him at the Teachers' Centre, Lawrence St., on the night of 16th.
July, 1976. All presert will recollect this night as a highlight in owr club‘s short -
history, If the Editor seems over enthusiastic in his praise, he assures reszders tha’
it is well warranted. '

Wr. Vernon illustrated his talk with distribution maps,aﬂd a large ond excellent !

_array of museum study skins. Most Queensland families of birds were represented by

specinens, there being about 160 singular bird skins on display. liembers were allowed
to handle the specimens for closer inspection. Space does not aliow ior a corplste
list of skins to be reproduced but following is a list »f especially notable wvird
skins on display:- Kerguelen Petrel, Red-tailed Tropic Rird, Musk Duck, Letter-
winged Kite, Spotted Harrier, Black Falcon, Grey Falcon, Australian Cowrser, Sooty
Pern, Plumed Pigeon, Flock Pigeon, Fig Parrot, Swift Parrot, Paradise Yarrot, Ground °
Parrot, Hooded Parrot, Chamnel-billed Cuckoo, Masked Owl, Sooty owl, Powerfu}-Owl, .
Rufous Owl, White-throated Nightjar, White-tailed Kingfisher, Noisy Pitta, B*uw-
breasted Pitia, Albert Iyrebird, Crested Bellbird, Gipber Chat, Regent Honeyeate,
Sts» Pinch, Gouldian Finch, Golden Bower-bird, and Paradise Rile-bird. as may be
seen from this list the display was comprehensive and of great irtcrest. :

Mr. Vernon constantly counselled listeners throughout his talk to be on the 1ook—out
for particular birds in our area. He suggested that suc. birds as the Swift Paxrot,
the Red-backed Kingfisher, the Sooty Owl and the Alberi Lyrebird were birds whoge
distribution falls well within the ambit of our club's activities. We were also
reminded that should the Paradise Parrot still exist, then Toowoomba was a cenf§al
point of %he kmown distribution of this beautiful creature. Yr. Vernon indicated
that he would be willing to again visit us, this time showing us how ?o prevare a
Study gkin. This should be another evening not tp be wissed. Once again, our thonks
o Don Vernos,

The Editor would like to remind members of publications reccived by our club :iria
other ornithological bodies. These are available for any member's perus:l and .o
obtainable from our Records Officer/ILibrarian. A list of the public:rions recelved
during the month is published in each month's news-sheet. An iteim from "Th. ird
Observer - June 1976" received this month may be ¢ interest snd is wveprintel liore:

“inother first for Australia ... Magellan Penguin (Spheniscus magellanioué).

'A Fisheries and Wildlife Officer, Mr. Charles ancarrow, Rhyll, Phillip
Island, found a Lagellan Penguin washed wp at JSvrmerland Reach, Phillip
Island on 31/3/76. The bird wes haaded to the National Museum of Victoria,
The skin can be used o8 the bird wes in a pretty good condition.

The 'agellan Penguin is about 70 em long, wings (flippers) 17-14 cm. 1t 3=
found from latitude 41° south tc latitude 300 south, On she “»<ific nide
fron Cape Hoern along thc coast of Chile up to southeri Peru and on the
Atlaxicic side alous the Patagorizn coast-up Yo Riv de Jahsiro in Brazil,
algo around the Falklaynd Islands. It found its Adeatlr a long way from ncmel”

Pleas. members avail yourselves of our

: bors publications received - thevire full of good
reading maverial. h

Roa iinson,
Rditor.
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A2 no new birds were added to owr Teoowoorda Bi»d List during July, the Editor has

offorad me this space in which to discuss some aspects of that list and the n-ea 3
covers, T

The area witain which our club endeavours to maintain a compreher i nec Lak
recorded is a small one. We do not have a sufficient numberpog §2§i12ri;szogﬁvZEeVLv“
recorder§ to pretend that we can mzintain a comprehonsive record of species over Ay,
the Da?llng Downs or any other large topograpiiically valia araz, but %e are able)to‘
d9 a ﬁlrst-class Job in recording those birds which are in Toowoomba at any given
time. The area in respect of which we keep these detailed records is that COBtaiﬁed
within g circle of radius 10 km based on the main Post Office in Margaret Stocot.
(This circle includes the whole of both Redwood and Jubilee Parks, Withcoti, Blanch-
view, much of the FPlagstone Creek Road at the foot of the Range, just excludes the
Lions Park on the Warwick Road to the South of town, and includes Drayton, Gowrie
Junction and the Blue Mountain Estate area off the Crows Nest Road.)

{Within this area we have records of 154 ébgcigs‘reliably identified within ths iast

/ three years together with full details of dates, locations and obgervers. 7: ~r> 2lsc
maintaining and regularly publishing a list of zll members' sightinegs within this

area for each month of the year, and we will soon be publishing owr first avuual _ )
summary of ‘this information, a truly local Toowoombe List. . )

This should not be taken to infer that we are ighoring records of bixds outside this
axea. This month's list of members' bird sightings will bear witness to the -~lubd's
interest in ALL sightings by members no matter where .they occur. o

I belicve that this listing activity of ours is a valuable means of establishiﬁ?”’ >
reliable base-line data for future use by any of many amateur or professional bedies
who may need at some time to know just what the status of various birds really was
here in Toowoomba in the 1970s. To my knowledge this hasn't been done before ard it
would be miuch appreciated if members would help in this work by kesring in touch with ™
any of the club's officers at least once a month in order to pass on your sightings

Even if you have only seen some house-sparrows, magpies and starlings, we would like
to hear about it and would value knowirg. Please join in. g
' ; Bil. Joly.

MEMEFRS! BIRD NOTES.

Southern Giant Petrel. 25-28.6.76. Pumistone Passage. CK, RF, The less common - 1
Southern bird, showing green on the bill, Detailed notes to follow,

ggygggring'Shéarwater. 4.7.76. off Cape Moreton (Q.0.S. sea-bird out.i:ig) RH.*v)

Austrdlian Gannet, 25.6.76. Pumistone Passage. RW. Pishing only 10 metres from shere.
4,7.76., off Cape Moreton (Q,O.S. outing) RH., Gamnets plentiful in area. |

Prown Booby., 4.7:76. Mouth of Brisbane River (2.0.S. outing) RH. Two birds. s
Targe Egret. 24.7.76. Withcott, KH, RH, |

Plumed Eevet. July, 1976. Alderler Strect swamp. Single bird observed tv severzi
members on several occasions this month. :

Chestnut Teal. 4.7.76. Brisbane River (Q.0.S. outing) RH. Targe numbers.

Crested Hawk. 8.7.76. Withcott. 4JG. Male bird showing characteristic susst =2
barred Tireast. Very rowided wings noticeable in flight., Bird being hacassal ‘y
Noisy Miners. ' ' '

3potted Harrier. 28,6.76., Bast Greenmont. RH.

0spreye 4.7.764 Moull: of Brisbane River (Q.0.S. outing) RH. Lone biwd observst
resting on mooring pile. Massive legs and d:rk line through eye very ccnsticnous.

Black Palcon. 28.6.76. Greemmount. 177, Conspicuous flight pattwa- fasi, fluttering
wing beat. : :

s

Peregrine Falcon, 29.6.76+ Gore Street, Toowoomba. RH. Bird veing “ rass«i by
Fankeen Kestrel, Magpies and Crxrawongs. (A new bird for Toowoomo: "ML unlicitun~
ately unconfirmed by ancher member.)

Browm Falcon, 28.6,76. Greenmount. %0.6.76. Camboaya. BH, These birds numerows at,

C e mmmrs MeaA AT AT A
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2o : : »d y g July, the Editor has e
offored me this space in which to discuss some aspects of that 1iét andE%;eanea‘*
COVETS o .

The area witain which our club endeavours io maintoin & comprehensive list of snecic:

recorded is a smaell one. We do not have a4 sufficient number of re Lve
recorders to pretend that we can waintain a comprehonsive regorgef?lgiiZizgtizir [ay.
the Darling Downs or any other large topograpidcally valid arez, but ;é are ablé)to ;
d? a first-class Job in recording those birds which are in Toowoomba at any ziven
time. The area in respect of which we keep these detziled records is that coﬁtained
within 2 circle of radivs 10 km based on the main Post Office in Margaret Strot.
(This circle includes the whole of both Redwood and Jubilee Parks, Withcoti, Blanch-
view, much of the Flagstone Creek Road at the foot of the Range, just excludes the
Lions Park on the Warwick Road to the South of town, and includes Drayton, Cowrie
Junction and the Blue Mountain Hstate area off the Crows Nest Road.)

;Within this areca we have records of 154 si'pgoies reliably identified within the last

/ thres years together with full details of dates, locations and observers, “: cr> alsc
maintaining and regularly publishing a list of all members' sightiness within this
area for each month of the year, and we will soon be publishing our fira: a zusl
summaxy of this information, a truly local Toowoomba List. J

This should not be taken to infer that we are ignoring records of birds outside this
area. This month's list of members' bird sightings will bear witness to the -lub's
interest in ‘ALL sightings by members nc matiter where .they occur. G,

I beliesve that this listing activity of ouwrs is a valuable means of estab_lishir@"”
reliable base~line data for future use by any of many amateur or professional hodies
who may need at some time to Imow just what the status of various birds really was
here in Toowoomba in the 1970s. To my Mnowledge this hasn't been done before ard it
would be much appreciated if members would help in this work by kecring in touvch with
any of the club'a officers at least once a month in order to pass on your sightings

Fven if you have only seen some house-sparrows, magpies and starlings, we would like
to hear about it and would value knowing, Please join in.
Bil. Joiiy.

MFMRERS' BIRD NOTES.

Southern Giant Petrel. 25-28.6.76, Pumistone Passage. CK, RW, The less common
Southern bird, showing green on the bill, Detailed nogtes to follow,

FlutteringShéarwater. 447.76. off Cape Moreton (Q.0.S. sea-bird out.ing) RH. —/

Australisn Gannet. 25.6.76, Pumistone Passage., RW. PFishing only 10 metres from shecre.
4.7.76. off Cape.Moreton (Q.0.S. outing) RH. Gannets plentiful in area.

Brown Booby. 4.7:76. Mouth of Brisbane River (2.0.8. outing) RH. Two birds. _~

Targe Egret. 24.7.76. Withcott. KH, RH,

Plumed Bgret. July, 1976. Alderler Street swamp. Single bird observed tv seversl
members on several occacions this month, :

Chestnut Teal, 4.7.76. Brisbane River (2.0.8. outing) RH. Targe numbers.

Crested Hawk. 8.7.76. Withcott. AJG.. Male bird showing characteristic »» et ~rd
barred tireast, Very rounded wings noticeable in flight. Bird being kharassal ™~y
Koisy Miners. ' : ;

Spotted Harvier. 28.6.76. East Greemmont. RH.

0SPreye 447.76. Moul: of Brisbane f‘q_‘.vei‘ (Q.0.8. outing) RH, Lone bird chservs
resting on mooring pile. Massive legs and dark line through eye very cconsyichsus.

Black Falcon. 28.6.76. Greenmownt, ', Conspicuous flight pattwa~ fasi, fluttering
wing beat. :

Peregrine Fazlcon. 29.6.76. Core Street, Toowoomba, RH. Bird being “.ra2ss-~i by
Nanksen Kestrel, Magpies and Currawongs. (A now bird for Toowoomi. b unicitun-
ately unconfirmed by ancther member. )

Brown Falcon. 28.6,76, Orecnmount. 50.6,76. Cambuoya. RHe These hirds numeroun: at
this tine in Cambooya-Greenmount area. '

Jand Rail. 25.7.76. Helidon, Ron Hopkinson. Dead specimen retrieved Jr-rm hichmv,
T (to ba axhibited at August meeting). : .
White--headied Pigeon, L1.7.76. Herriss 5t., Toowoouri. K, RU, FVJ, WHT.

Worma Pigrona 4.7.7C. Tannymoral., AJG, SG. (5o 6/3.)



A lﬁ“mu SIRD HOFES (cent/d.)
L B/ King pPorrot. 28.7.75. FPlogstoné Creek. KH, Hi.
Fﬁ 1 Cuekoo. 2,7.76. Herries St., Toowcomva, EVJ. In gardasn,
LCuskoo, (17770, Belidon. ¢, Single Bird in hetss yard. :
» Warbler, 4.7.76. AJG. Tanvgmorel. 8ingls bird. ¥xown zbove, grey beneath with
charastieristic white strire over eye and tail spots.

E 2 "
Vangrove Honeyector. 4.7.76« Iytior tunrantine Ststion (6.0.8. out bing) B, Sewver:l
blr”s nOvG. in mangroves,

ollow Bobin. - 22.7.76. Hervics 8F.. Tooweanba. BV, In. gircen,

Honsyeeter, July, 1978, HiB.EGE O,

2y o] 16, Tammymorald, 3G,

Satin Bewerbird, 10 & 12.7.76. Lerries St., Moowoomba., EVJ, WHI. In gardern.

Sustraliayn Remenibird. 10 & 12.7.76. Hexries St., o w'onb-. Vs Wi In gerden.
15.7.76. One bird on telaphone wires St emner/Ransey Strects. EVJ, WS .

4

e Hobason.

Tan Cowan. AJG: Alan Graham., 8G: Sylvia Grahan.
»n o ,vi

Rod Hobson. EBVJ: Eilesn Jelly, WHJs Bill Jolly. CK
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CASUAL BiRD NESERVATICONS - NGARTE Q Mﬁhmﬁ(omumd

ZLER %
Sulphur-cr. Cockatoo/Paluma Range/10.1.76. iittle Kingf ‘sbcr/baluam ange/10. 14Tt
Kareeya/l4.1.76.) Blue-w. Xookaburra/Lotus Creek/7.1.76.)

£inz Parrvot/Paluma Range/10.1,7€. : Barron River/17.1.76)
Led-winged Parrct/Lotus Creek/7.l.76. Forest Kingfisher/Paluma Rw‘be/13.+67vo}
Doobook Owl/Tully/14.1.76. Wizllaman Falls/11, L

<
1
>

K andb/1].~.76

Common sightings (no specific locations - seen everywherc).

Te Yellow Robin House Sparrow Whistling Kite

Golden §histler Common Mynah VWedge-tailed Eagle

Geey Fantail Avst. Magpie fuail (species not knowm)

Wwillie Wagtail Pied Currawong Crested Pigeon

Variegated Wren Torresian Crow Reinbow Lorikeed

Red-— buckod ¥ren Royal Spoonbill Scaly~breasted Lorikeel
Bl.-f. Honeyeater Y.-b, Spoonbill Pheasant Coucal

Noisy Miner Bl.-shouldered Kite Laughing Koockaburra

Silvereye Black Xite Rainbow Bee-ecater

Dollar Bird,

OLD FRIENDS IN NEW PLACES. (OR - YET MORE TROUBLE WITH VERNACULAR NANES\
(Originally published in the Darling Downs Noturalist - April, 1974.) 2

The newly arrived birdwatcher cannot helv but realise as scor 28 ha namas inta ~entia

witn awsvoulian bires that whereas many bear Yemilial Brhglisn aames SUChH as agple,
wren cr robin, their Northern namesakes are almost never the same speciss and indeed
are rarely members of even the same faml;y. It takes a little ionger to come to 1lhe

realisation that there are nons-the-less plenty of birds common to both Australian and

Furopesn lisis and that some of these endeavour to mask their true identities by
adontlng different wvernacular names at each end of their range. All of which can 123ad
to hours of enjoyable confusion for the innocent birdwatcher who is merely trying to
establish just what he is looking at in relation to what he has seen elsewhere,

Oleaxrly it is desirable that the newccmer should discover as soon as possible just
which birds comprise this exclusive international group. I have to admit that when &

sat down with the CSIRO Index of Australian Bird Names on the orne hand and a couple of
wuropean Pield Guides on the other I hadn't examined the possibilities and I wos by no
means prepared for the extent of the list which appeared. Pour main categories ca(“)t*

lights

a) Thoze resident Australions who arrived as colonisers i,. recent geological time
from the Palaeotropical and Palaearctic wvegicns tc the Noxth.

b} “orth/“ouﬁh migrants from the Orient (the majority of Western Europesn specie. . J

occurring throughout Northern Furesiz as far Fast as China and Ja ch

v

) A few renowned globe-spanners, such as petrels and shearwaters, waders and tems.
i) Introduced species.

Phe catalogue copens with one albutrouu, two shearwaters and twe 90'” ylg. Mo reod

LT oe

surprises there, One mesitcr-mariner of o black-browed 2lbatross has re-dppeared

the Bass Rock in the Firth of Peorth in several recent Nowthern Summers. I[6's A177ionlt

to know what to make of the Austrelian gannet. I shall count hirm in because alin::
he appears to be oftan rezarded as a separabe spscies from the almnost identical
Vorthern and Cape ganncts. The black cormorant and greas crested grebe aze widessend
throughont Burope, as is the little egret in the Sowth. The cattle egret which is
expanding its range here is also doing s¢ in the other direction and Iz now to be
found in the extreme S.W. of Spain, having crossed from North Africa, The little
binterw \occurs uquWéchu mrope and the glessy ibis in the Bast of the continens,
bovia as Sumuer visitors from Africa.

10

Gld Forld imseriformes occur here only zs intvoiuced species in the case ci
swan and nallard, or rare visitors from isia such as the gargeney teal and
ehCveler.

Surprisingly, the birds of prey muster only thres representatives for inclusion, Lot
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Led-winged Parrot/Lotus Creek/7.1.76. Forest Kingfisher/Paluma Rznge/10 1 76 }
Boobook Owl/Twlly/14.1.76. Wallaman Falls/11.1,76.)
Kuranda/17.1.76. )

Common sightings (no specific locations ~ seen everywhere).

B. Yellow Robin House Sparrow Whistling Kite

Goléden ghistler Comrion Mynah Wedge~tailed Bagle

Grey Fantail Aust. Magpie tuail (species not knowm)
Willie Wagtail Pied Currawong Crested Pigecn
Variegated Uren Torresian Crow Rainbow Lorikeet
Red-backzd Wren Royal Spocnbill Scaly-breasted Lorikeet
BPl.~f. Honeyeater Y.-b. Spoonbill Pheasant Coucal

Noisy Hinsr Bl.-shouldered Kite Iaughing Kookaburra
Silvereye Black Kite Rainbow Bee-eater

Dollar Bird.

OLD FRIFNDS IN NEW PLACES. (OR - YET MORE TROUBLE WITH VERNACULAR NAMES),
(Originally published in the Derling Downs Naturalist - April, 1974.) i

Mha newly arrived birdwatcher cannot helpv but rozlise az scon 28 ho nomar dnte contnc!
wivh awsiwcelian birns that whereas meny bear feniliar Bnglisn names such as sngple,
wren or robin, their Northern nameszkes are almost never the same species and indeed
are rarely members of even the same family. It takes a little longer to come to the
realisation that there are none~the-less plenty of birds common to both Australian and
Furopean lists and that some of these endeavour to mask their true identities b
adopting different vernacular names at each end of their range. All of which can 1:2d
to hours of enjoyable confusion for the innocent birdwatcher who is merely trying to
establish just what he is looking at in relation to what he has seen elsewhere.

Clearly it is desirable that the newcomer should discover as soon as possible just
which birds comprise this exclusive international group. I have to aédmit that vwhen I
sat dovm with the CSTRO Index of Austrslian Rird ﬂames on the one hand and a couple of
wuropean Field Guides oz the cther I hadn't examined the possibilities and I was by no
means vrepared for the sxtent of the list which appea:ei. Four main m&ﬂegorieJ oa;.Juc
ats i

L

2) Those resident Australians who arrived as colonisers i, recent geological timo
from the Palaeotropical and Palaearctic regions to the North,
b; Horth/South migrants from the Orient (the majority of VWestern Furopean speciec ./
occurring throuzhout Northern Buresis as far Hast as China and Japan )
=) A few renowned glcbe-spanners, such as petrels and shesrwaters, waders ana sesnus.

¢) Introduced species.

ﬂm(&hﬂﬂﬁm<@&ﬁ'ﬂﬁ?0; Lwamow”%mosh@vquS'm&th
srprises there. One mastor-mariner of o black-browed albatrors
the Bass Rock in the Firth of “ortﬁ in several recent Northern S
to know what to moke of the Ausiraliar gammet, I S‘Ell count him
he appears to be often regarded as s separate species from the :
nworthern and Cape gannets. The black cormorant and greas crented g G ATE Wit
thronghout Surope, azs is the little egret in the South. The cattle egret whick
expanding its range here is aWso doing sc in the other direction and is now to be
found in the extreme S.W. of Spain, hoving crossed from North Africa, The 1ittle
nittern occyrs throughouvd Bu.ope and the glossy ivis irn the fas% of the continens,
beve as Sunme: visitors from frica.
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GLA world anseviformes ocour here only as introduced species in the case cf the mule
swan and mellard, or rare visitors from isie such as the gerganey teal and Northormn
RACTELET .,

”wwg S'“”’Vo the birds of prey muster only three revresentatives for inclusion, toh
so mre members also of an oven more exc

153 rcg? among those few birds which ave as near as makes no di
eir <~sur1bumlon. (lendsbreugh Thomas's New Dictionaxy o
3 Alutrabutlon of species ir broad terms c¢f range as di
loual distritu within the limits of Tha Teure, is [overned hy-otv
iveluding olimste, ~ad its affects on terrain, in relavivn S TS T4
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QLD FRIENDS IN NEW PLACES (Cont/d.)

particular kinds of birds are adapted; the configuration of the land masses in
relation to the original area of habitation; ai-d the presence of comvetitive forms
in areas otherwise suitable and accessible. Thus we find less than twenty genera and
little more than a handful of species which can be described as having achieved
cosmopolitan status or nearly so. To the peregrine and osprey we may add the barn
owl, the red-capped dotterel (more of him shortly) and perhaps the barn swallow).
Returning to our main theme, Australia's fork~-tailed kite proves to be n<e other
than the black kite of Europe, said to be the most numerous bird-of-prey of its size
in the world, (one of those statements with so many quelifications it may have no
significance at all).

Which brings us to the most wide-spread game¥bird in the world, the ring-necked
pheasant, native in Burasia, but introduced into Britain scme 900 years ago znd here
moxre recently.

0f -the rails, the marsh crake and corncrake visit Europe in the Summer, the fovmer
being lmown over there as Baillon's crake, the swamphen {(purple gallinule) is =0 ve
found only in the South of Spain and Sardinia, and the coot as you may imagi»ne is
very widespread.

It is the Charadriiformes which contribute most to this list with 38 represeuvatives
the majority being migratory waders including several sandpipers and dotterelz. In
England the term dotterel is reserved for just one scaxce wader from ihe stony heights
and tundra who drops into certain favoured spots on migration. He is a beauwc. ™1,
piump bird, much the size of the large dotterel but not the same genus at all. He is
Eudromius marinellus, wherees the chubby little fellows known to Australians as
dotterels are mainly Charadrius, birds which in England ars termed plovers (along
with the larger Vanellus). Thus, the red-capped dotterel, said not to be unusual
along our coastal strip is at the same time the very scarce Kentish plovew, breeding
in protected reserves in South~East England, while ‘the large dotterel. Mongolian
dotterel and Oriental dotterel have just a toe~hold in ihe very BEast of RBurope as
the greater send-plover, lesser sand-plover and Caspian plover. The other wadess are
mostly straightforward about their identities, apart from the little grrensharik
(marsh sandpiper). Right terns and three skuas appear cn opposite sides of thc globLe,
but no gulls, Gulls are very much coastal scavengers, and are rarely to be .ound far
from the land although occasional Buropean birds have wandered across the Atlocatic,
unwittingly one woulé think. The feral pigeon must be included along with just one
other member of his family, the Senegal dove or laughing dove, intrcduced here and
Jast clinging to Burope ¢n the Viestern side of the Bosphorous. The Orieni-l :uokoo
extends just a little further West than the lauvghing dove and the barn owl aw
pr-viously indicated is as widespread over there as he is here, in Africa and in

the Americas,

Other than the introduced skylark, thrushes, sparrows, finches and starling (no
Tadian mynahs over there) I can relate only seven Australian passerines to European
friends and of these the barn swallow, yellow-hezded (citrine) wagtail, yellow
wagtail and great reed werbler are at best occasional visitors here. Trere venwin
three resident Auvstralian passerines I had for years hoped to see. One is the rfan-
tailed warbler of the Mediterranean coast, [taly, Southavn Spein and Portvgel. He
proves to bDe the streaked-grass-warbler of the North of Austrslia. Another is Fhite’s
thrush, 2 large, sirikingly marked bird occurring in tie British Isles on'y as o
vagrant Ifrom Siberia. I never had the good fortune to sturmble acrosa any of the fow
that did occur but have hoves of now catching up with him in his guise of the
Austrealian ground thyush.

The last of these three znd indeed the final bird on mv teptative list cf severty-
three is Richard's pipit, who like Waite's thrush wandoirs Westweads frow Jibeavcia in
the Aulwm, He appears on Bast Anglian coasts in small numbers most years, but he toc
had always eluded me on iy regular September excursions. Autumn migration cn the Fast
coast of Prngland ig an exciting time. all manner of birds of passage a2ce 1o be found
and given a little luck a2 lot of early moraing effort the occasional rarity too., But
for me, no Richard's pipit,

Although pipits might be said to be rezsonably distinctive zs a group oy viitue of
their very drabness, they are not e~z7 biwnds to sepvarate from each othicr., Tn mxops
there are four basic pipiis tn sort oud, plus ithree or four rather sinilsr carities,
but no such problems in Australia. Here Richard's hou the field to himself, sna is

I
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relation to the original area of habitation; aid the presence of competitive forms
in areas otherwise suitable and accessible. Thus we find less than twenty genera and
little more than a handful of species which can be described as having achieved
cosmopolitan status or nearly so. To the peregrire and osprey we may 233 the barn
owl, the red~capped dotterel (more of him shortly) and perhaps the varn S“allOW)a
Returning to our main theme, Australia's fork-tailed kite proves to be nu-e other
than the black kite of Europe, said to be the most numerous bird-of-prey of its sige
in the world, (one of those statements with so many qualifications it mzy have ne
significance at all),

Which brings us to the most wide-spread game-bird in the world, the ring-neckei
pheasant, native in Burasia, but introduced into Britain some 900 years ago und here
more recently.

Of the rails, the marsh crake and corncrake visit Burope in the Summer, ths forper
being known over there as Baillon's crake, the swamphen (purple gallinule) is %o e
found only in the South of Spain and Sardinia, and the coot as you may imagine is
vexy wvwidespread,

It is the Charadriiformes which contribute most to this list with 38 reprsseuiatives
the majority being migratory waders including several sandpipers and dstterels, In
England the term dotterel is reserved for just one scarce wader from ihe stony heights
and tundra who drops into certain favoured spots on migration. He is a beauuvi™1,
plump bird, much the size of the large dotterel but not the same genus at all. e is
Fudromius marinellus, whereas the chubby little fellows known to sustrzlians as
dotterels are mainly Charadrius, birds which in ¥ngland ars tormed plovers (along
with the larger Vanellus). Thus, the red-capped dotterel, said not to he wusual
along our coastal strip is at the same time the very scarce Kentish plover, breeding
in protected reserves in South-Bast England, while the large dotterel. Mongolian
dotterel and Oriental dotterel have just a toe-hold in the very Bast of Rurope as
the grealer sand-plover, lesser sand-plover and Caspian plover. The other waders ore
mostly ztraightforward about their identities, apart from ithe little grasnshark

(marsh sandpiper). Eight terns and three skuass appear cn opposite sides of thc globe,
tut no gulls., Gulls are very much coastal scavengers, and are rarely to be iownd far

from the land although occasional European birds have wendered across the Atlcatie,
unwittingly one would think. The feral pigeon must be included along with jvst one
other member of his family, the Senegal dove or laughing dove, intrcduced here and
Just clinging to Burope cn the Western side of the Bospherous., The Giieni~l >uckoo
extends just a little further West than the lavghing dove and the btarn owl as
rz.viously indicated is as widespread over there as he is here, in Africa and in
the Americas,

Other than the introduced skylark, thrushes, sparrows, finches and starling (no
Tndian mynahs over there) I can relats only seven Australian passerines to Buropean
friends and of these the barn swallow, yellow-hoaded (citrine) wagbail, yellow
wagtall and great reed worbler are at best occasionsl visitors hers. Tnsre wenwmin
three resident Auvstiralian passerines T had for years hoped to see. One is the rLan-
tailed warbler of the Mediterranean coast, Italy, Southain Spain and Portwuzel. He
proves to bhe the streaked-grass-werbler of the North of Austrslia. Another is Fhite's
ticush, a lerge, strikingly merked birzd occurring in the British Isles oniy as a
vagrant from Siberia. I never had the good fortune to stuwrble across any of the fow
that did occur bub have hopes of now catehing up with him in his gulse of 1he
Avgtralisn gromnd thrush.

The legt of these three and indeed the final tird on mv ilsetative list ¢f severthy-
three is Richardls pipit, who like White's thrush wanders Westwerds frow Sibavia in
the Autwm. He appears on Rast Anglian cossts in small numbers nost years, vt he foc
had always eluded me on iy regular September excursions. Aubtumn migration on the Rast
cozst of England iz an exciting time. all manner of birds of passage ace to be found
and given a livtle luck z lot of eaxly morning effort the cccasional raraty too. But
for me, no Richard's pipit,
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Although pipits might be said to be rezsonably disting :
irds L frow each othen. Tn uwuns

:
their very érabness, they are nct e~z hiras e

theire are four vasic pipiis tn sort out, pi ge ox four rather similos ravities,
but no such problems in Australia. Fere Richard's bhoc the field fo himself, and s
thug not unreascnably known as the Australian wipit, I must conless that o our Licvst
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eucounter, ncar Gowrie Creek, I said to myself "Oh yes, 2 pipmﬁﬂi fov?ﬁ I hqd o
choice of one, and thought no more of him. But now I know who he meally i. ! txé:u_
him with considerably greater respeci, I stalk him. I carefully obserye every d?tail
about Mim that merks hix oub from the lezi.n of meadow pipits I huve besn watching
for years. I refer to sy tvusty 7 2

Ttm beck in Norfolk sna I've at

N
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2an Teld Guide. And monentarily, T preiend chat
ast Fovnd mr Richzrd‘s pipit.
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LAKE CLARENDON/DYERS TAGOON OUTING — 25.7.76. bt

We were happy to welcome several new faces tc o water-bird outing and I am espec-—
ially pleased to report that members and visibess enjoyed & good day's bird—watching
in various wetland localities.

Iake Clarendon provided us 21l with the opportunity to compare the lerge, Litile and
Plumed Egrets, but unfortunately the Cattle Egrets which have been thereabouts
recently were not on hand to complete the set of the 'four most-likely egrets! in our
area, (Incidentally two locally-used volumes, Slater's Field Guide and Don Vernon's
Guide to Birds of Brisbane znd EBnvirons, do notv azgree in all details regardins the
smaller egrets ~ beware!). :

A Wnite-breasted Sez-eagle favoured members briefly with his presence whilst at
Clarendon, relieving temporarily the struggle some of vs were having with the idenii-
fication of some distant terns, which later proved to be Waiskered Terna.

As expected Dyers Lagoon was all but covered with Coots (none at Clarendon), iwsky
Moorhens, Black Duck, Grey Teal and Little Grebes, with a few VWnite-eyed Duck interw
spersed and a goodly number of Plumed Tree-ducks watching from the far bank. Everyone
managed to get a good look a2t the two Shovelers wnich were found hiding away alt ibe
Southern end of the lagoon, but the combined scanning of a2t least 15 peirs of oves
(not counting the five smaller pairs which, to be honest, were mostly cow-wmlching)
could not locate any White Pygmy-geese, birds which we have almost cone o cormiden
to be in residence at Dyers over the last 12-18 monihs.

The locality did however have one more pleasurable surprise in store. As we lingersd
for our last look at the Northern swemp on our way out, three aAustralian Pelicans’
glided in over the adjacent water, divesting themselves speedily of tlis majesty tn&?
wear so well in flight by clattering into the top of one dead tree, which coutrayry to
all expectations remained upright despite its ludicrously top-heavy load.

Crr homeward routs took us to the Apex Park at Gatton, (where we added some Black
Cormorants and Rlack-Ironted Dotterels to our sightings fur the day) wné thence along
a meandering dirt road which was new to most of us and eventually proved to link
Gatton with Grantham via some more well-populated lagoons. Not an alternative to the
Waxrego Highway if one is in a hurry, but admirably suited to a bird-club convoy

waich likes to pull up in the middlie of the road to watch a Wedge-tailed Fazle passing
over.

Some mambers saw some new birds, many members became more familiar with birdas they
c. ready knew, but the oredit for the undoubted success of cur July outing belongs to”
ail 1licse who atbended and who made their contributica to an enjoyabls and succosqgul
frunily~aday. i

ird list for the day:

fittle Grebe Shoveler caly~breasted Lorikeet <k
tust, Pelican White~eyed Duck Cockatiel -
Darter Wood Duck Pale~-hezded Rosella
Pied Cormorant Black-sh, Ilite Red-rumped Parrot
fitile T, Cormorant jigtiine Wite Yookaburra
Rlack Cormorant Wnite~br, Sea-cagle Yoz ome Swallow
Ii+tle bl. Cormorant Wedge-tailed Bagle Richardts Pipit
White-necked Ieron Nankeen Kestrel Blacic-f. Cuckoou-shrikc
thite~faced Heron Dusky Mcorhen Grey-crowred Babbler
Large Zgret Swa?phen ggidgn-hoadeq (tisticoia
Livile Herot Coot ‘ ﬂ%l%le Wagtal} A
Tiumed mgret ?otpsblrd i @1?L10;9?1&;?1ra
White Ihis Mgsxpd Plover - Kodsy 5F¢aroird
D e Bfagx—f?c§ted dotterel Noisy Finey
Royal 'Spoonbill Pied St Cogmcn Starllng.
d : fihiskered Tern Glive-becked Cidole

Yellow-b. Snoconbill = S A e o T T e

gy e R Domestic Pigzon fusvralian dagpie Lark
B aciepe ek Crested Pigeon Pied Butcherbird
Q“aGF kit Galah pustralian Magpie
gii;Kngik Rainbow Lorikeat Toxresian Crow.
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in various wetland localities.

Inke (larendon provided us all with the oppo*tunitv to compara the ILarge, Little and
Plumed Egrets, but unfortunately the Cattle Bgrets wnich have been therezbouts
recently were not on hand to complete the set UF the 'four mest-likely egrets! in our
area., (Incidentally iwo locally-used volumes, ulauer 8 Field Guide and Don Vernoun's
Guide to Birds of Brisbane and Bavirons, do not agree in all details regarding the
smaller egrets - beware!). '

A Thite-breasted Sea-eagle favoured members briefly with his presence whilst at
Clarendon, relieving temporarily the struggle some of us were having with the idenii-
fication of scme distart terns, which later proved o be Whiskered Temns.

As expected Dyers ILagoon was all but covered with Coots (none at Clarendon), Tusky
Moorhens, Black Duck, Grey Teal ard Iittle Grebves, with 2 few White-eyed Duck inter-
spersed and 2 goodly number of Plumed Tree-ducks watching from the far bank. Bveryone
managed to get a2 good look at the two Shovelers which were found hiding away at one
Gouthern end of the lagoon, vbut the combined scanning of at least 15 vairs of cves
(not counting the five smaller pairs which, to be honest, were mostly cow-walching)
could not locate any White Pyamy-geese, birds which we have almost cone to corsidewn
to be in residence at Dyers over the last 12-18 months.

The locality did however have one more pleasurable surprise in siore. As we lingersd
for our last look at the Northern swamp on ocur way oub, three sustralisn Pelicans”
glided in over the adjacent water, divesting themselves speedily of the majesty tﬁg?
wear so well in flight by clattering into the top of one dead tree, which coutrary to
all expectations remained upright despite its ludicrously top-heavy load.

Ovr homeward route took us to the Apex Park at Gatton, (where we added some Black
Cormorants and Black-fronted Dotterels to our sightings four the day) and thence along
o meandering dirt road which was new to most of us and eventually proved to link
Gatton with Grantham via some more well-populated lagoons. Not an alternative to the
Warrego Highway if one is in a2 hurry, but admiradbly suited to a bird-club convoy

wrilch likes to pull up in the middle of the road to watch a Wedge-tailed Fagle passing
OVETL.

Soms members saw some new birds, many members became nore familiar with birds Theyv
a*ready knew, but the credit for the undoubted success of cur July outing heloags to”
ail 1icse who attended and who made thelr contribubtion o an enjoyable and successful
lnml;y-daj. )

\

Bird list for the day:

Tittle Grzekhe Shoveler Scaly-breasted Lonikeet
Lust. Pelican Wihite~eyed Duck Cockaliel ;
Darter Wood Duck Pale-headed Roseilz et
Tied Cermorant Black-sh., IIite Red-rumped Parrot
Jitile T'. Cormorant WMLSu;_Hﬂ ¥ite ¥ookaburra
Slack Cormorant white~br, Sea~cagle worsone Swallow
Tittle bl. Cormorant Wedgﬂ-tailed Bagle Richari's Pipit
white-necked Haron Hankecen Kestrel Biacx-f. Cuckoo-ghriks
wnite=faced Heron Dusky Moorhen Grey—crowned Ba@blgr
large Earot SWB?PhGn ?91d§n-§eadod Cisticola
Liiile Tgrot Coot ﬁ%l}le Wagta1+ '
Piumed Eeret ?otusblrd ; Eﬂ?blO‘F?l&??lrﬁ
ite This @gsked Plover b i Nolsy Friawbizd
G-y a i R ﬁla?k-??onted dotterel Noisy Miner -
Bowal Seserbitl Pled Stilt Cormon Starling
vellomb. Snoonbill Whiskered Tern ?1lye—b?cke§ Or%olf
fl-ﬂf‘ B o s ?cmebtlc ?15eun APSUrallun mggp%e Lark
Flack K;L“- Crested Pigeon Plef 33»@3 rolrg
Black Tuck Ga}ah ; Australiaa Magpie
Rainbow Lorikect Torresian Crow.

Grey Teal

OUTIRG PCR AUGUST, 197A4.

Svnday, 22nd August, 1976. Plasstone Creek,

Meet at corner Mackenzis and Stenner Streets. 9.00 a.m. D3 Hobscon (lezdexm).
Rod Furmer's property and Trail Park, Flagstone Creck - excellent area for small
pagserines,

{Cont/d.)



