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EDITORIAT

The nonth of May was a tl isaster as far as my birt l lng outings were
concerned. Due to the inclement weather, it was almost lnpossible to
vis l t  ny usual  haunts,  and-I  found nysg+f gett tng ver-y rest less._ I t t "

"i"r"ys 
bnJoyed my rbiictingf , whether.with friends or by myselft bgt I

hian"tt reit ized ihat an lntegral part of my ltfe lt had. become. I
f in6 that it is a real boon to get away from it all for a couple of
nours. The peace of the bush settles upon ne anct I go home relaxed
andl refreshecl.

I  of ten wonr ler what the birds c lo in such dreary weather as wetve just
had. I could te]l that the smaller birt ls of prey hacl a batt t ime of lt"
As I clrive to and from work there is a stretch of roacl between the
Wilsonton airport  and Gowrie Mountain that__I part lcular ly enJoy.._ The
Black-shouldeied. Kltes and the Australian Kestrels seem to have thelr
terr i tor ies wel l  ctef lned. A Kestrel  enJoys the area between the air-
nort and Cotswold Hil l-s, then a Kite has his/her pateh over Charlton
iinctr, d.own on the flat before Gowrie Mountaln another Kestrel takee
over. Throughout the seasons Irve watchecl them crulsing, hovering or
perching at  their  favour i te s i tes.  Werd had four or f ive -c lays 9t  -
Lontinu6us raln, somet.i-mes qulte heawy, and then eame two beautiful
sunny clays. Driving home the first flne afternoon I savt no ].ess than
seveir Keitrels antt Kites on that stretch of roacl. Obvj.ously huntlng
hacl been very tlifficult cluring the raln altl they were taklf8_eYerTr
opportuni ty ior  a feedo . .  .  . . .  o But i t  nade me poncler '  f  I " -a always
tirbught I f iad seen the same bircls on their terrltory' now f have to
consider i f  I  see several  d i f ferent birc ls.

The rain also cancefletl our last Club fie].d outing whleh was a shame
yet to be erpectecl .  Hopeful ly t l t ip-monthrs out lng to l ionrs Park and
btockyarcl Creek w111 be busy with birt ls due to the replenished water-
ho leg .

Talking of waterholes I expect moq! of-you heard on the raciio or read
in the-paper about the Toowoomba City Counci l " rs project  to bui l t l
walking- tiacks and establish Tgck pools qt t lg _tgp entl of Redwoocl Park.
Aceordlng to "The Chronlc letr  (SaturcLayr May 28th)

n.  . .  ra inforest  is  regenerat ing natural ly ln the area r  but
unfortunately there j-s a scarcity of native fauna because
there ls no permanent water.  One of  the f i rst  pr ior i t ies
for the commnnity service ord.er workers wil l be to establish
rock  poo ls  a long water  courses  in  the  area  .o . . . r r

If this is clone with care ancl forethought then an area of Redwood. which
at present is di f f leul- t  to gain access to wi l l  be open to the publ ic.
I oirty hope that present wildlife isnr t cl isturbecl in the process anal
that walking tracks nean Just that - walking! Any misuse of the traeks
such as riding any type oi Uite, couIi lff i i-to soil erosion and the
eventual  dest iuct ion of  Redwoocl  as we ] iarow i t .  Let  us hope sense
preval ls ancl  that  more wi ld l i fe is at t racted to the area than the
ibundance of  b i rd.s that  we already } :now use Redwoocl  to great advantage.

les ley  8a11.  Ed i to r

--oo0oo--

MORNING DIP

The Noisy Miners are there f i rst ,  squeaking exci tedly '  f lexing their
l i t t le mlscles as they eye the water.  Then in,  wi th a f lut ter  of  wi-ngs.
gut again,  sencl ing splrk l ing drops ever;nrhere.  In againt  Og! again!
Then up to the cotoneaster to preen,themselves, ta lk ing i t  a l l  over.
They r-eturn for a joyous free-for-a11, unti l the concrete is awash ancl
the plants round. the l i t t te pool  are al l  adr ip.



I

-7
MORNIIVG DIP CONT I D

Si lence for a whiLe, ancl  I  peep out through the window. Two rosel Ias,
a symphony of yelIow and blue, are clrinklng quietly, l ike latly and
gent leman. 0n the grass,  s l1ent ly watching, are three Figblrc ls,
casual ly picking at  the earth as they walt .
A harsh squawk, and a flurry of black, ancl there are the rowdy glement --
the currawongs. Ihe other visitors have vanlshed -- the rosellas in
swift, swooping fl ight and the Noisy Miners and their frlends into the
shaclows of the big cotoneaster. The currawongs stand around. the edge,
heads going up and down as they clrink. Then, plonk! fnto the water
they go, struggllng for posltion, pushi.ng one another over the slde so
that the scene Ls al ive wi th beat ing wings. Five ninutes of  watery
hurly-burlJl, and off they go. Good. riclclance to a pack of larrikins!
I  look out a l i t t le later.  The Flgbirds are baek, two at  the edge, one
calmly sitt ing in the remains of the water, hls grey-greerl back shlnlng
and his tail spread out l ike a bronze fan. Then, as though remembering
breakfast ,  they al l  take of f  l ike blaek streaks. There are st i l l -  the
magpies and the butcherbirds to eome. I  can hear their  warble ln the
cl istance, and. I  get  up ancl  heacl  for  a bucket .  .  .  .  ancl  the tap.

Bert  Pott inger

--ooOoo--

16 MILLIUS BIRDS PUZZLE (fron the f f  Te legrapht t ,  Tuesday,  15th March 19Br)
ItMore than 16 nil l lon bircls have mysteriously vanished from the Pacific
atoll- of Christmas fsland in the first reccrclecl d.isappearance of an
ent i re is land adul t  b i rc l  populat ion,  a Cal i fornlan scient ist  saj-d today.
Ralph Schreiber,  Curator of  Orni thology at  the Nat ional  History Museum
of  los  Ange les  County ,  sa id  14  mi l l ion  sooty  te rns ,  o f  leas t  1 .5  n l1 l ion
weilgetailed. sheanraters ancl one nll l ion blrcls of 15 other species had.
l-ef t their isLancl home ln the second. half of 1982.

In  add l t ion ,  thousands o f  the  b i rdsr  nes t l ings  had been le f t  to  d ie .
Schrelber saicl that sinee last April the area arounil Christmas Isl-and
had been experiencing unusual clinatic changes which had caused a rise
in 'ea- l -evel  of  about seven inehes ancl  a r ise in ocean temperatures of
aboat  four  degrees  ce ls ius . t l

thanks to Graham Corbln

This i tem is especial ly interest ing as we hope to have a f , i lm about
both the Paei f lc  and Indian Christmas Is land.s at  our f i lm evening in
July.  f f  Mari lyn is able to get hold.  of  i t ,  i t  is  enjoyable v iewing.

--oo0oo--

1V/" DISCOUNT

The Club has renewed. its agreement with Cyrilr s Camera Centre and Owen
Camera House on al-l binoculars and camera gear to have a 1G7" tt iscount
to Bird Club members. Any member wishing to use this cLub facil i ty
wil-l neecl a letter, confirming nembership, from the Secretary.

Approaches have been mad.e to local bookstores for a simll-ar arrangement,
but th is yet  to be f inaLized..

--oo0oo--



THE BIRDS OF BURRINJUCK

This art ic l -e 1s f rom a leaf let  g iven out by the Burr in juck State
Recreat ion  Area.

The bird l - i fe at  Burr in juck is typical  of  the Southern Highlands in
general .  Many speeies are near the Vlestern l - imi- t  of  their  rangest
Such as the Lyrebir i ls ,  Sat in Bowerbird and Wongq Pige_on.-  Yowever ' -very
few bird.s of the Western woocl]-ancls reach Burrinjuck which is ciensely
forested. ancl  more l ike the ranges East of  the Div ide.

The dry schlerophyll forest of the Murrumbiclgee gorgg is marked !f a
high cliversity of eucalypts and understory shrubs. , Despit-e the_ high _
sp[eies diversity, there is low structural cliversity anil thus the whol-e
oi  the forest  arba can be thought of  as a s ingle habi tat"  The canping
area provides a woodland l - ike enclove in the forest .

lake Burr in juck is an art i f ic ia l  dam. Because most of  the c iam ed,ge ls
very steep ancl  subject  to marked f luctuat ions in water lev-e]r  _there are
nonb of  the reed-bei ls typical  of  natural  swamps'  Due to th is lack of
cover,  the number of  water birds is l imi tecl .

Th.e checkl ist  is  not complete.  f t  is  based" on inforrnat ion eol lected
from Deeember 1981 to July 19BZ ancl  b i rd.s seen only once in th is per lod
have been omml tec l .  '

Names fol- low those in
G.  P  tzz .ey  .

Austral- ian Pel ican
l i t t le  P ied  Cormorant
Black Co::morant
l i t t le Black Cormorant
\ ih i te- faced Heron
Austral ian Wood Duck
i ih ist l ing Ki te

I tA F ie ld  Guid.e to  the Bi rd.s  of  Austra l i -ar r ,  by

! {h i te-breastecL Sea-eagle
l leclge-taiLed Eagle
l i t t l -e Eagle
Peregr ine Faleon
Si lver Gul l
Common Bronzewing
l'tronga Pigeon
Gang Gang Cockatoo
h'hi te Cockatoo
King Parrot
Cr imson Rosel l -a
Fanta i led  Cuckoo
Boobook Owl
Tawny Frogmouth
Fork-tai led Swif t
laughing Kookaburra
Sacred. Kingf isher
Rai-nbow Bee-eater
Superb lyrebird.
' i 'elcome Swallow
Black-facecl  Cuckko-shr ike
Flame Robin
Scar l -et  Robin
Eastern  Ye l low Rob i . r
Grey Thrush

Austral ian

Peggie Beaton who was there in Spr ing of  , r  82 says that the c lam was
re-t fy emptying. f t  was so_dry that  in l l inter the lyrebir i ts came for
water-  and a birdbath in ear ly mornings.

Grey lantai l
l'fil"lie 1,{agtail
Spotted Quai l - thrush
Suoerb Blue Wren
\{hite-browed. Scrubwren
I^/hite-throa ted l ' Iarbler
Brown Thornbill
Buff-rurnped Thornbil-l
Yel-low-nrmpe d Thornbill-
Striatect Thornbil l
Var iecl  Sl te l la
l ' fhite-throa ted Treeere eper
Red.-browed. Tree ereeper
Red Watt l -ebird
Noisy Fr iarbird
Yel low-faced Honeyeater
White-earecl  Honeyeater
l, ihite-plumed. Honeyea t er
l ' Ihite-naped lloneyea ter
Crescent  Honeyeater
New l io l land Honeyeater
Eastern Spinebi l l
I ' l is t letoebird
Spot ted  Parc ia lo te
St r ia ted  Parda lo te
Grey-breas ted- tr/hite-eye
Reil-browed Firetail-
Sat in Bowerbird
it ' iagpie-lark
lfhite-winged Chough
Pied Currawong
AustraLian I{agpie

Raven
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TOW}I YISITORS

I f  you can cast your minds back to Easter,  you wi l l  remember j - t  was
showery ancl overcast. On the afternoon of Easter Saturclay there hacl
been a short l  sharp stortn.  At  four otc lock i t  was clear lng but st i l l
qrrite dark and mj-serable. John ancl I took the opportunity to clash
out to post some let ters at  the lv iargaret  Street Post Off lce.  Coming
clown the steps of  the P.0.  I  g lanced up at  the rooftops across the
road,  and therer  on  the  lS t randf  t . v .  aer ia l ,  I  saw a  Peregr ine  FaLcon.
Quickly we got our binoculars out of the car and, looked at this very
d.amp, bed.raggled bird.  I ts grey back, black heai l ,  yel low legs ancl  cere
were clear ly seen, but i ts breast was muddy brown but beeame ceaner ancl
pa le r  as  i t  i l r iec l .

SuclcLenly it dropped. from the aerial ancl clisappeared. behind the roof-
l - ine.  As i t  d id. ,  another Falcon appearecl  f rom nowhere ancl  landed on
the aerial. Thls happened two or three times with the birds changing
place or changing aer ia ls -  somet imes the Crown Hotel  aer ia l ,  another
t ime the Gralngrowersr -  sending al l  the Galahs and pigeons to f l ight .
One time a currawong chased. a Falcon from the aerial- and. kept possession
for a while. OnIy when it f lew ditl the Fa1con return. Once or twice'he Falcons perchecl  together,  but  not for  1ong. When a Falcon lef t  i ts
yerch it woul-d be away for two to three ninutes before returning or
al ight lng elsewhere.

As we lef t  af ter  about f i f teen minutes of  watching, the FaLcons were
st i l1 there.  l lhat  a br i l - l iant  f lash of  the unexpected. in an, other:ur ise,
b leak  day .

lesley Bal l

- -oo0oo--

MEPIBERS I BIRD NOTES

l /h i te -eyed Duck  (Harc lheac l ) .  11 .4 .85 .  Eas t  Creek  Park ,  Marg .  S t .  MJ.
B lack  K i te .  1O .4 .81 .  I t l i thco t t .  REH.

r r  ,  4 .4 .83 .  DraYton .  JBr  lB .
Peregr ine  Fa l -con  (2 ) .  3 .4 .83 .  S t rand  Thea t re  aer ia l ,  T tmba.  JB ,  lB .

r f  r t  3 .6 .85 .  Jub i lee  Park .  MA,  PM.* .se-crownecl  Frui t -d.ove .  6 .6 .83 .  Reclwoocl  Park.  PM.
ircar l -et  Robin.  24.4.87. Sto:m King Dam. DG.
Rufous  V lh is t le r .  B  & 15 .5 .87 .  15  Dunmore  St t  T rmba.  LB.
} /h i te-browed Babbler.  24.4.81. Wal langarra.  DG.
Slaty-backed Thornbi l l .  7"4.87. 30icn east of  Adavale.  I l iA,  PM, TR.
Brown-headecl  Honeyeater.  14.4.81 .  I le l idon Hi l ls  .  DC r DG.

i r iA :  Michae l "  A tzen i ,  JB:  John 8a11,  lB :  les ley  Ba1 l ,  DC:  Dean Co l1 ins ,
DG: Don Gayd.on, REH: Ron Hopkinson, Iv lJ:  I lar i lyn Jacobs, PI ' I :  Pat
Iv icConnel l ,  TR: Terry Reis.

--ooOoo--

RECENT ?UBI]CATIONS

There are some interest ing art ic les th is month.  We have a wi t le
select ion of  journals and newslet ters whlch members may borrow.
Mlchael  hold.s our moclest  col lect ion i f  any of  you wislr ; to c lo some l ight
reacl ins.  The Blrd Observer has a c letai led art ic le on the Sacrecl
whereai  thmer has a couple of  anecdotes on Pied

fb is ,
Butcher-

bird behaviour.  The Royal  Society for  the Proteet ion of  Blr i ls f
beaut i fu l  publ icat ion Birds wr i tes about the destruct lon of  ra j -nforest
throughout the wor ld as wel l  as some except ional  photography in their
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RECENT }IIBLICATIONS CONTI D
nReserves Reportrr .  The Bird Observers Club has publ ished i ts f i rst
Victor ian Bi ld.  Report"  Al though i t  _ is for  198f i t_has iust  been

l#+=--

re leased and Is . /e ry  easy  read i -ng .  Repor ts  on  the  Eas ter  canpout  a t
rrHi l lgrove" ln the Auburn distr ict  occupy most of  last  monthr s
Urlmblrra with one belng an amusing look at nature lovers in the fielcl.

The Blrd Observer.  May 1981. (The Bird Obgerversr CIub)
Blrds.  Spr ing 1985. ( l f re Roya1 Society for  the Proteet ion of  Birds)
The Darll irg D5wns Natural-ist.- May & June 1981. (Thg Toowoomba Fie1d- 

Natural ist  CIub)
Q.O.S.  News le t te r .  June 1985,  (Queens land 0rn i tho l -og ica l  Soc ie ty )
V lc to r ian  B i r r l  Repor t .  1981.  (The B i rd  Observers f  C lub)
Urimbirra.  May 1981. (The Chinchi l la Fleld Natural- lsts '  Club)

- -ooOoo--

FIIM EVENING

When: t r ' r ic lay,  22nd JulY 19BJ

Where! Toowoomba Educat i  ,  Baker St,  Trmba

What :  3 f i lms mainly featur ing seabircLs.  I t  wi l - l  a lso be a t lne for
pleasant chat,  meet some fr lencls ancl  have a cuppa.

Members,  p lease br ing a plate for  a l ight  supper.

- -ooOoo--

F]EID OUTING FOR JI]NE

Date :  Sunc lay ,  26 th  June 19BJ .

Assembly  Po in t :  P igo t t r  s  Car  Park

T imez  7 .15  Bo l l l o  fo r  d .epar tu re  a t  7 .30  a .m"  sharp .

previous out lngs to th is area have always been rewarding. The past
rains have seen some changes and movements ln our local-  b i rd.  populat ion
so who knows what we may f ind.  Pl-ease jo ln us,  werve scheduled this
out ing as a morning jaunt.  Transport  may be arranged. through Ann on
70  7207  "

--ooOoo--

Place :  I , i on r  s  Pa rk .  Hodgsonva le
and Sto


