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rrTo encourage the observat ion
and s tudy  o f  b i rds  o f  the
Toowoonba areal l

torowoomb$bird club

Posta l  Ac ld ress

P.0 .  Box  57 r  D i \R l I iVG

Club Of f icers

Pres id .en t :

Seere tary /Treasurer :

Record .s  Of f i cer :

Ed i to r :

,HEIGI{TS. a. 4350

It lar i lyn Jacobs.
21  Sy lvan Cour t ,  T fmba,  4350
Ph:  35  e594

linn Shore.
I 'Shore landsr r  ,  Wi thco t t  ,
I ' 1 .  S .  224 ,  T  I  mba .  4352
Ph:  30  7207
I i i i chae l  A tzen i .
2 l  l {emory St,  Trmba " 4350
I 'h :  75  9453
I ,es1ey  8a11.'5  Dunmore  S t ,  T rmba.  4350
I  h :  ,  32  6262

. .  $8 .00

. .  i j j 4 .00

Annual Subscr ipt ion

Ordinary/Famil:f membership o . . . . . . .
S tu i len t  menbersh ip  .oo . . . . . .  . . . .o .

Ac t iv i t ies

Field Outing and l ' lonthly I 'Teei;ing - 4th Sund.ay of each
month  -  usua l ly  leave f r r 'm P igo t t rs  Car  Park  a t
7  "5O am"

Camping t r ips ,  f i lm and s l idc  even ings .

News-sheet

Publ- ished monthly,  before the out ing.  Art ic les have a
deaci l ine of  the last  iLay of  the month and should.  be
mai led  to  the  ed i to r .
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EDTTORIA]-,

f t  was  love ly  to  see Joyce Bar tens te in  a t  our  las t  ou t ing .  Joyce .
has  been a  member  fo r  sbrne  t ime an{ r  a l though-  shers ,been to  our  f i lm

"".ni"S;,  
f inds- i t  d i f f icul t  to jo in us for  the monthly out ing.  I t

was  grea t  to  see her .
Lon as  JoYce.  I t  i s  o f  ten  harc l  to
:r  to go Lirdwatehing. That is
morning ancl those members that

bo  cont inue a t  the i r  le isure .  f
to catch uP with fe1low membersf

leen seen -  where members have been.
) r  a  cuppa.  Recent  Pub l ica t ions
nrho can spare a l i t t le t ime from
1e to browse through some of the

other  c lubsr  news.
ing back through the news-sheets to
not been formal lY welcomed'  to the
oyr  and we do  assure  You tha t  You
ng to your ProPertY was most

and. last  member to jo in th is Year.

e of our remaining bushland and
f birds are free from the Pressure
I  threat in toclaYrs wor l -d.

After al f  our ef for ts to have a f i lm eveni-ngr"w"-,h?+ to cancel  i t  at

the Last ror"ni-ao" to industr ia l  unrest  at  The Nat ional  l ibraly.

Unt i l  that  a i"put"- i*  
"" t t l "d 

r"  are unable to borrow'f i lms'  When

ii i i"g" ire tiei. to normal- we shall end.eavour to organise another

one'  r 'esrev narr '  ra i tor
--oo0oo--

GREAT CRSSTED GRNBES

eve counted 26 of  these bi-rd 's.
f were amazecl bY the number of

1 survey of  the grebes on Somerset
with him to invest igate the Photo-
7th of  JulY we set of f  f rom the

the  dam in  S tevers  boa t .  We
ng which runs the road- to Ki lcoY.
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.[ in route,  f  photographed. a ] , i t t le Black Cormorant,  and as r , re j -nvest-
igated the numerous in l -ets we counted the Great Crested Grebes unt i l -
af ter  some hours the i , reather turned. bad. py that  t ime we had.
counted  about  150 grebes .  ] , ' i e  hacL a lso  dec ided to  bu i ld  a  h i i le  in  a
tree r , rh ich is submerged by the water.

0n the 24th of  June rve returned to Somerset Dam ear l - ier  in the day
than the  week be fore .  We bu i l t  a  h ide  as  p lanned and I  remained in
the  h ide ,  rvh i le  S teve  se t  o f f  in  the  d i rec t j -on  o f  K i l coy .  Uh i l -e
Steve was away I  sav /  numbers  o f  o ther  b i rds  e .g .  L , i t t le  Grebe,
Cat t le  Egre ts ,  P ied  Comorants ,  Pe l - i cans ,  'u lh i te - faced l {e rons ,  Dar te rs ,
and on the shore l , iasked Lapvr ings,  r i i i l l ie wagtai ls,  I ' iagpie-Iarks and
I 'Toisy Min- s.  0n my r ight  was another subnerged tree in which vras a'lnr. 'rra npst ared I was al.rare of activity by two I, ' Ihistl ing Kites. l ' Iel_-
come Swal lows qui  be unafraid" of  our hid.e perched al l  around. me,
somet imes s i t t ing  on ly  j -nches  f rom my face .  The Great  c res ted  Grebes,
however,  proved to be very shy and they af forded, me only distant
shots wi th m) '  80Omm lens.

Steve returned. to the hid.e t i red.  and very cold af ter  some hours,
hav ing  counted  no  less  than 500 Great  Cres ted  Grebes and-  12  Casp ian
Terns whi le explor ing just  some of  the ln l -ets en route to l i i lcoy.
He est imates there may have been wel- l  over a thousand grebes on the
d-am that day! I

On the 71st of  July r ,^re mad.e a th i rd t r ip to the dam. Our t ime there
\^/as,  unfortunately,  l imi ted and I  spent only two hours in the hide
clur ing which t ime I  watche, l  a i /h ist l ing Ki te cateh a f ish,  rvhich i t
part ia l ly  d.evourei i  before f ly ing to i ts mate on the nest.  f  then
watched the  I ' change over t ras  the  hunt ing  b i rd r rnu , iged ' r  the  incubat ing
bird and the trvo then reversed their  ro l -es.  Dur ing the t j -me that f
was in the hide Steve once again counted grebes and in that  short
t ime he counte, i  over a hundred of  them. ^

I  fe l t  the large concentrat ion of  Great Crestecl  Grebes rvould.  be of
j -nterest  and so I  wrote th is report .  I ' ly  s incere thanks to Steve
Temple-'rtratts for taking me along lvith him and. for all-ov'i ing me to
wrj- te th is report  on something t ' rh ich he has in i t iated.

Ray Vi l , joen

l4embers  t  b i rd  no tes  show o ther  repor ts  o f  Great  Cres ted  Grebes,  bu t
this one is a mind boggler l
fhanks Ray, and congratulat j -ons on beeoming President of  the
Toowoomba Field Natural- ists Club. -  Ed.

- -oo0oo- -

A]TRIAI IqYSTERIES

I  was par t ieu la r ly  in te res ted  in  the  i tem on I ' i i g ra t ion  o f  Ib is ,  by
Ann Shore ,  in  the  Ju ly  news-sheet .  f ,  too ,  have no t iced  how the  ib is
always come from the east,  heading west over the range in f loclcs big
and smal l ,  and a lmost  every  year  a t  cer ta in  t imes.

I  be l ieve  many migra t ing  b i rds  f1y  a t  n igh t .  Cou ld  i t  be  tha t
returni-ng east-bound. f locl , rs of  ib is malce the journey dur ing the
night hours?

fnc identa l l y r  o i l  b i rd .  mys ter ies :  Long,  long  ?8or  when f  had more
money and less  sense,  I  ov rne l  a  rnagn i f i cen t  pa l r  o f  Ze iss  b inocu la rs
r,v i th-an almost incredibLe performance, They vrere the Tel-sexor l ' lodef r
15x  40 ,  and.  I  had to  use  a  t r ipod  tv i th  them.  One n igh t r  v ' r i th  a
br i l l iant  fu l - l -  moon wel- l -  up to l rards the zeni th,  and. the air  crystal
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: ra te rs  th rough the  g lasses .
lace  o f  the  moon dr i f ted  a  b l -ack
.der ing the angle of  s ight  and the
. t  must  have been a t  a  t renendous
) a f ly ing-fox.  I t  vras certainly
,  o r  a  migra tory  sea-b i rd?  I  c lonr t

th in le  i t  was  a  pe l i can .  f  have o f ten  wondered what  i t  r ^ ras .

Ber t  Po t t inger

l ie i l -  I ' icKi l l igan al-so saw i \ .nnts art ic l -e and sent her a coq{ of  h is
paper  p r in ted  in r rThe  Ernur r in  Oc tober  1975 '  t i t l ed  rRreed ing  and .
t l to i rements of  the Straw-necked fbis in Austral ia ' .  This is vrhat he
has  to  say : -

r l {ovements  over  Toovroomba . . . . .  $ Ie re  p redominant ly  nOr th ,
north-east and east in l -ate summer and- autumn, when Ibis
re tu rn  to  south-eas tern  Queens land,  anc l  in  the  oppos i te
di-rect ions in late vr inter and spr ing v ihen they d-epart  .  .  .  o I

The paper  goes  on  to  say  t t ra t  f lood ing  o f  the  Ib is f  b reed ing  grounds
may i , rbaucu the st imulus for  the migrat i -on,  as condi t lons are
favourab le .

One theory  on  how the  Ib is  loca te  in land f l -oods  is  tha t  they  move
toward-s  d . i s tan t  ra ins .  t : \n  fb is  a t  an  a l t i tude  o f  3  OO0 rne t res
cou ld  see s to rm-ac t iv l t y  a t  1  000 met res  f rom a  d . i s tance o f  about
550 l r iomet res .  t

Al though this eont inues to make me ful I  of  awe for the ways of-
naturel  I ,  l ike Annn have never seen the Ibis returning from the
inland in the flocks that the;' mi-grate to their breecling ground's '

Ed . .

F]EID DAY REPORT

- -oo0oo- -

I\]URPIIYI S CRJJ]EK

A sunny dayr perfect  for  b i rcL watchingr_ greete, i  11 members (several-
of  whoin weie inerv facest to our Toolvoomba out i -ngs) as iue set  of f
dovrn the range on the l . iurphyts Creek Road..  Our f i rst-  stop was_ lear
nattara rai l i lay crossing where we enjoyed a morning chorus of  b i rd
songs f rom the-Parda lo tes ,  Wrens ,  S j . l vergy_e?.a ld  9 I "y  Fanta i l s  as
i6*J f l i t ted in and out of  the bushes. A bi t  fur ther dowtl  the road.,
aloi ig the creek, two l , Ih ipbird.s and several  Scar let  Hon-eyeaters aclded
the i i  vo ices  to ' the  coo l -morn j -ng .  A  pa i r  o f  I ' l i s tLe toeb i rd -s r  a
beaut i fu l  male Gol-den' , ; Ih is ' i ; l -er  bnd a female Rose Robin also greeted-
us 5ere,  whi le Annf s good, eyesight found. a soar ing ' r /edge-tai l -ed

nag le  in  the  d i -s tance.

0n  to  Spr ing  B lu f f  fo r  a  much needed rcuppar  and a  chance to  admi re
the wel i  tenaed gard-ens. ;1,nn agaln found us an aer j -a l  speci-es r  th is
time a lone ' l/hite-backed Swal-l-ol 'r.
' i le then proceeded to l turphyrs _Creek_township vrhere the br i l l iant
colours bf  a male Red-bablced 

' ; l ren along the rv iaterr  s edge caught our
€ye r  and. a s ingle Blue-faced i ioneyeater r . ras a i ' . re lcome change from
t i re -pers is tan t  d in  o f  the  Cur ra" ' rongs .

I . ,ockyer Creek on the lociryer Sidingl  turnoff  showed much evid-ence of
eros ion  f rom the  recent  ra ins  anc l  v , ras  a  peacefu l  se t t ing  fo r  severa l
snee i  es  i  nc lud ing  a  male  i lu fous  i ih is t l -e r .  v i  e  l vere  d isappo in led-  a t
v j , v v 4 v

t i i e  l -ac l<  o f  wate i  b i rds  h .e re .  Sefore  s topp ing  fo r  luneh a t  Rocky
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Creekr  w€ were  t rea ted  to  a  magn i f i cen t  d isp lay  f rom a  l i /edge- ta i led
Eagle who caused a great d.eal  of  anxi-ety amongst the inhabi tants of
a  h la te r  ho le  as  he  l -anded nearby ,  pursued,by  severa l  l i l agp ies .  I Ie
then took  re fuge in  an  ad jacent  t ree  bu t  l -e f t  when the  pers is ten t
hec lc l ing  go t  too  much.  i le  had some'exce l - len t  v iews o f  th is  lAr re
raptor Soin in f l ight  and perched .  

+. . l tJv

Everyone agreed i t  had been a part icurar ly enjoyabre out ing.  t l r , ro
enthus ias t ic  members  even cont j -nued.  on  a f te r  luneh to  i lood- is  lagoon.

{emPgrs  erese l t : -  Joyce Bar tens te in ,  les ley  Ba l - l ,  Ron co lpus ,  Graham
corb in r  -Jane corb in ,  Don Gaydon_,  I ' ;a r i l yn  Jacobs ,  sand-y  po t t inger ,
Bert  and l tTargo Pott ingerr  Ann Shore.

I ' iar i lyn Jacobs

Spec ies  in  C lub  Area :

Aust ra las ian  Greber_ l i t t le  BLaek Cornorant ,  l i t t le  F ied  Cormorant ,' r^ ;h i te- faced T{eron, Blacir  Duck, i ianed Duck ( ! Iood Duck),  I r ' t redge-taj_l6d
I?gfe,  Dusky i t {oor len,  Purple Sr,ramphen, Comb-crested Jacana, leral
P igeon,  Peacefu_ l  Dove,  Bar -shou ldered Dove,  c res ted  p igeon i  Garah,
Sca ly -breas ted  lo r ikee t ,  Pa le -headed Rose l la ,  Kookabur ra ,  l fe lcome-
Swal low,  Tree  l {a r t inn  _Richard  

r  s  P ip i t ,  B lack- faced Cucko6-shr ike ,
_. iggty 

l r i inter,  Rufous i ' rh ist ler ,  Grey Fantai l ,  Wi1l ie 
" ' Iagtai1,  

Eastern
i i ih ipbirdr Grey-crowned. Babbler,  Sup
wren, l ' Ih i te- throated Gerygone ( l ' /arb
I t ro isy Fr iarbird,  I ' t ro isy l r i iner,  Srowr
St r ia ted  Parda lo te ,  S i l ve reye ,  Spar
I ' iagpie-Iark,  Dusky l /oodsr^ral lovr,  Pie
Crotnl .  48 species
Spec ies  ou t  o f  C lub  Area :  ( I i u rphy ts  Creek)

B l -ack  Duck ,  t r /edge- ta i led  Eag le ,  i tus t .  Brush- tu rkey ,  peacefu l  Dove,
Bar -shou ldered Doy_u,  Cres te , l  P igeon,  Ga1ah,  Sca ly -breas ted .  Lor ikee t ,
l i t t l -e lor ikeet,  Pheas:rnt  Coucal ,  I (ookaburra,  ' r , 'h i te-bacl<ed Swa1low
_. lose R.9bin,  Golden i ' /h istLer,  Rufous i^J" i r is t1er,  Grey Fantai l ,  1 ' , ' i ] l ie
t fag ta i l ,  Eas t_ern  \ /h ipb i rd ,  Go lden-headed C is t l co la ,  Superb  Fa i ry -
yre!r  Red.-backef_Fai- . {y-vrrenr l ih i te-brov,red Scrubwren, Bro'rn Thornbi l l ,
S t r ia ted  Thornb i l - l ,  ' ; i h i te - th roa ted  Treecreeper r  B l -ue- faced i loneyeater ,
I ' Io isy lv l iner,  lewinr s i {onelreater,  Yel low-faced Honeyeater,  Brorvn-
l loneyeatgr ,  -E?s tern  -  Sp ineb i l l ,  Scar le t  l {oneyeater ,  t l i s t le toeb i - rd  ,
Spot ted  Parc la lo te  r  S t r ia ted  Parda l -o te ,  -  S i l vereye,  Spar rowr . .  Red-browed.
Flretai l r  Double-barred Flnch, l ,ynqh_, 0l ive-backed. Oriole,  Figbird. ,
I iagpie- lark (Peewee),  Grey and } ied Butcherbir ,J. ,  I ' iagpie,  curydwohg,
Crovr .  48  spec ies

To ta l  spec i_es  69
- -ooOoo- -

I'{XiIqBERS I BIRD IiOTES

Grea t  Cres ted  Grebe .  12 .6 .87 .  Perseverance  Darn .  I \ i J ,  Sp .
r r  n  f r  9 . ' l  .83 .  le rseverance Dam.  i \ i J  r  SP.
,  r f  r r  71  .7 .83 .  Ferseverance  Dam.  lB ,  AHS.

Iv lasked lapwing  nes t ing  s ince  approx .  mid . -June,  ha tched 5 th  &  6 th
Ju1y .  .  B iggs  l load . ,  Wi thco t t .  , tHS.

Rec i - ta i l -ed  B laek  Coc l ia too  12)  .  12 .6 .81  .  Ravensbourne.  GC.
Glossy  B lack  Cocka too  (4  f l y ing  over ,  N  -  S ) .  11 .7 .83 .  t shore lands '

Wi thco t t .  A I IS .
Ye l low- ta i led .  B lack  Coc lca too .  12 .6"87 .  Perseverance Dam.  I , l J ,  Sp
Su lphur -c res ted  Coc i ia too .  2 ' l  .7 ,83 .  Feed ing  w i th  Ga lahs  a t  Eas t

Cree lc ,  l l d .e r ley  S t .  -  escap6e?  )  LB .
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Spot ted  Har r ie r .  26 .6 ,83 .  F lags tone  near  Back  l l ags tone  tu rno f f .
LB,  I IRB,  PB.

l lz l re l i ingf isher.  .6.83. I 'ersevef"ance Dam. I ' iJ  r  SI ' .
r lh i te -w inged Chough ( f - tO) . .  20-28- .7  - .83 .  Cotswo ld-  l l i l l s  S tud ,

t iarrego l l ighway, Tf  mba. LB.
Apost lebird (  5 )  .  26. ' l  .85 .  Cotswol-d- I { i l l -s Stud, l /arrego } l ighi+ay,

Trmba.  LB"

lB :  les ley  8a11,  PB:  legg ie  Beatonr  I t I tB :  R.oy  Beatonr  GC:  Graham
Corbin ,  i ' fJ  :  I {af i lyn Jacobs ,  SP :  Sandy Pott inger r  AHS :  i \nn Shore .

- -oo0oo- -

FIEID OUTT}IG FOR AUGUST

Date :  .

Assembly  Po in t l  P igo t t r  s  Car  Park

T ime z  7 .15  am.  fo r  depar tu re  a t  7 .50  am.  shqrp .

l le are trying to arrange to spend. some time on lr ' lr l4annf s property at
Ien th i l l .  A  var ie ty  o f  spec ies  have been seen here .  I {opefu l l y  we
can watch the Superb lairy-rurens fighting their i-mages in the car
s lde  mi r ro rs .
For those who need. help rr,rith transport please phone Ann on 30 3207 .' - -ooooo- -

NEW MEI,IBERS

Place:  Tenth i l l  Cregk .  l yer rs
!agoon

Pl-ease refer to the edl i tor ia l
we lcome.

fo r  fu r ther  de ta i l s  o f  Audrey fs  be la ted

Audrey Sorensen. rr l ingalongaf ln Flagstone Creek. ( I r iarch nembership)

- -oo0oo- -

PIIBI,ICA TIO}TS RECE]ITED

the Bird Observer.  June & July 1983. (The Bird Observerst  Club)
tBreed" ing  and l r iovements  o f  the  St ravr -nec$ed lb is  in  Aus t ra l ia r ,

The  Emu.  Oc tober  1975 .
The Darl ing Downs ldatural ist .  June & July 1983. (Toowoomba Field- 

Natural- ist  Club )
Q.0 .S.  Idews l -e t te r .  Ju ly  1983.  (Queenb land.  0 rn i tho log ica l -  Soc ie ty )
The Sunbi . rd.  I4arch 1983. (Queensl-and. Orni thological  Society)
Ur imbirra.  June & July 1985. (Chinehi l1a Field l {atural istsr  Club)
! /estern Austral ian Bird.  Notes.  ' l {arch 8:  June 1981. ( l {estern

Austral ian Group of  lhe Royal  i iustralasian
Orn i tho log is ts  Un ion)

There  are  some exce l len t  a r t i c les  in  these news le t te rs  and journa ls .
A.mong them are the s ight ing of  a new bird for  Austral- ia,  the Red.-
rumped Swal l -ow; Victor iars Endangered- Alps;  Butterf l ies in the
Classrooml  Rufous  Rat  } langaroo.  f t  j - s  a lso  in te res t ing  to  read the
b i rd  no tes  in  the  ' i i es te rn  i ius t ra l ian  news le t te rs .

- -ooOoo- -


