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Field Outing and ivlonthly Meetjng - 4th Sund.ay of each
month --usual ly leave from Pigottr  s Car Park at
7 "7o am"

Camping tr ips,  f i lm and sl ic le evenings.

News-sheet

Publ lshecl  monthly,  before the out ing.  Art j .c les have
deadline of the last day of the month ancl shoulcl
mai led to the ecl i tor .
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EDITORTAI

Spring again ancl not only the birds are bg"y !u! 9]so the birclos.
OctoUer is always a BIG rnonth for  the Club, wi th the A.G.M. ancl  the
Bird Count.  More about those later in the lssue. '

Because the birds are so act ive and because the weather is so
September out ing is a s l ight
r ips.  We are going to run a
anyone who j.s not confld.ent 1n
somebody who would. llke to lanow

This event is particularly for
a membership drive, however it has the adclecl bonus of enco-uraging
people to b-ecome more aware of bird.s anil their habitat. The
bxe-cutive is appeali-ng to the members to support l l t ip venture. We
need new membeis to swell- our ranks ancl make the Cl-ub more viable.

I 'fe hope to get some meilia co_verage_r.bgt yo.ur involvement +" YuTt.
impor-tant.  

-Even 
i f  you prefer to birdwatch on your ownr iust  th is

on-ce make i t  to an out ing.  I  feel  that  the news-sheet and recorcls
that the Club has procluced over the years are of enough value to
ensure their  cont inr-rat lon.  Ral1y round the f lagl  Make the ef for t l
Show your  face l  Br ing  your  thermos and.your  b_ icc iesr  en l igh ten
the uir in i t iatea into the thr i l l  of  b i rd. ing.  You never lcnowr Vou
might enjoy yoursel f  at  the same t i rnel

IHE CIUB IS ONLY AS GOOD AS ]TS I\IEi'EERS.

les ley  Ba l l .  Ed i to r

--oo0oo--

]'{E}{ TOOWOO}IBA BIRD

258. Apost lebird- (SlrBthi*)a c inerea )  .  22,8.81 .  Cotswol-d.  Fl i l ls
Stud, 

"ir" 
fiarrego iilEEvJAF?iA frilgenfPinch Rd.. Itiichabl l\tzenL,

les ley  Ba1 l " ,  Pa t  l v icConne l -1 .

Unusua l ly ,  a  s ing le  b i rd  loca ted  by-1 !s_ca l l .  A  du l l r . c la rk  g rey
with l ighter streaks giv ing O ruf f led.  appearance. A sturdy beak;
clark around the eye; browni-sh colour on the wings_ and a d'rooping
b lack  ta i l .  The b i rd .  was  feed ing  in  a  p i le  o f  s tab le  waste .

Five of  these birc is were seen in the same place l -ast  month by
les ley  Ba l l .

- -ooOoo- -

SHOUI,D A}INUAI BTRD COUNTS CO}ITINUE?

There have been several  quest ion marks over the value of  our Annual
B i rd  Count  f rom a  sc ien t i f i c  v iew.  A l though the  da ta  co l lec ted  is
quant i t i ve  one can apprec ia te  the  number  o f  var iab l -es  tha t  nus t  be
dontrol- led ln order to make sat isfactory comparisons from year to
year .  To  i la te r  we have a t tempted to_cover  the  same sec tors  each

!ear .  Unfor tunate ly ,  th is  has  no t  a lways  been poss ib le .  In  9ny-
Las"  we have no t  p laced any  ru les  on  t iqe  spent  count ing_on the .dayr
spec i f i c  a reas  to -be  v ts l t -ed  w i th in  each sec tor r .o r  sampl ing  methods

" ig .  
v ra lk ing  a  c le f ined.  t ransec t  a t  a  spec i f i c  t ime.

of  the census ancl  d 'ecic l 'ed'  that  i t
or  annual  event for  members to
sus  methods  to  ProPer  se ien t i f iP
t  out  of  i t  and- Probab1Y d'eter

many f rom Par t i c iPat ing .
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SHOUID ANNUAI BTRD COIJNTS CONTIIVUE? CONT'D
I  then macle the suggest ion of  an annual  species count.  I  proposecl
that  seetors be aboLished. ancl  instead.,  c l iv ide both the Uprange ancl
Downrange blocks into quarters to procluce eight subblocks.  In th is
way we can beg in  to  ga in  a  more  accura te  p ic tu re  o f  spec ies  d is -
t r ibut ion in the Toowoomba/Hel idon region in a s lmi lar  way the
R.A.0 .U .  B l rc l  A t las  d id  fo r  Aus t ra l ia .

On the specj-es count,  a group would be asslgnei l  to a subblock ancl
asked. to record as many species as possible in the t ime they can
spare.  Even people that  are otherwise engagecl  can make a note of
the  spee ies  they  see  (a t  hone ,  work ,  church ,  e tc . ) .

A.s recorcls of f icer f  can then compi le and. upd.ate checkl ists for
eaeh subb lock .  H is to r iea l  reeords  € .go  persona l  s igh t ings ,  pas t
bird count sheets can be clrawn upon a1so. A long tern goal  could
be to prod.uce a Toowoomba Birct  At las

At  p resen t
al terna t ive
the  A .G.M.

Michael  Atzeni  r  Recorcls-OffficE'-

- -ooOoo- -

(News-sheet 87, March 1987)

Joe Deuble was asking about Y fo:mat ion f ly ing in the above-
ment ioned a f t i c le .  Ron Co lpus  suggested  he  wr i te  to  Tr ing  Museum
in England. Joe d. ic l  th is and reeeivecl  a reply f rom fan GaLbrai th,
Heacl  of  the Sub-department of  Orni thology. Unfortunately Ian was
not able to throw much l ight  on the subject  as nany references on
geese and books on bird f l ight  we,re unhelpful .  He wrl tes:

rfMy own impression about the aeroclynanic advantage of the
format ion agreed with your snippet,  but  the only reference
I  have been ab le  to  f ind  is  in  the  ar t i c le rF l igh t r  o f  the
New Dic t ionary  o f  B i rds  (e i l .  landsborough Thomson;  Ne lson,

' l luch of the .tf ig component is du6
to the formation of wing-tlp vortj-ces Lwhichj are increased.
clur ing f lapping f l ight .  Some birds f1y in V-format ion to
make use o f  these vor t i ces :  each one,  except  the  lead.er ,

. .  ) ,  has one wing part ly supported by the upwarcl  vortex eaused.v  by  the  b i rd - i i r  f ro i r t ' . t -

As  Joe suggests ,  i t  goes  to  show these peop le  a re  in te res ted .  enough,
no t  on ly  to  answer  h is  le t te r ,  bu t  a lso  to  d .o  a  b i t  o f  research  ln
orcler to answer i t .

Joe  Deub le

Thanks ,  Joe ,  fo r  tha t  fo I low up.  Ed.
--ooOoo--

BIRDII\IG HoIIDAY DO"{N SOUTH

tr ' ive of  us neet led only one major incent ive to spend a hol iday in
southern Austral ia in vr inter.  Ancl  what better incent ive than
Orange-bel l ied.  Parrots wi thout Bass Strai t  between them and us!
l , Ie began our three ancl  a hal f  week birdlng hol iday on the 15th July
along with Terry Reis and Br ian Foul is and l inked up with Tony
Pal l iser f rom Brisbane and Kevin Bartram from Melbourne at  Port
l , laeDonne l l  (S .A. )  the  nex t  n igh t "  B l rds  o f  in te res t  on  the  d- r i ve '

the  Exeeut j -ve  is  keen to  l i s ten  to  ob jec t ions  or
suggest ions but i t  is  imperat ive they be voicecl  before

POSTSCRI?T TO GOOSE POWER
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BIRDII'IG HOIIDAY DO}T}I SOITT}I COl'trTID

down were Pink Cockatoos at  Goond. iwindi  and long-bi l led Corel}as in
good numbers  south  o f  Avoca and a t  G len johns ton  anc l  Cas ter ton  (Y ic .  )
Boat  Tr ip

The next morning we embarked on an organized boat t r ip of f  Port
I ' lacDonnell whieh proved. very reward.ing. Apart from the amusing
ant ics of  hardenecl  seabirc lers,  balancing whi le t ry ing to focus on
everythlng that f lew, highl ights incluctect  Royal  i \ lbatross,  Slender-
bi l led Pr ion and Grey-backed Storm-petrel .
0 ther  spec ies  seen :

l i t t le  Pengu in
i{ancLer ing Albatross
Black-browed Al-batross
Yel low-nose d.  Al-batross
Shy A lba t ross
Southern Giant Petrel-
Northern Giant PetreL
Great-winged. Petrel
Cape  Pe t re l

From here oi l r  Kevin,  a member of  the 500 CIub, became our guide.
I{ext  stop at  Nelson yielded Hood.ecl  Dotterel ,  Calamanthus, Greenf inch
ani l  Beaut i fu l  Firetai l "  Then a stab at  Carpenter Rocks for Orange-
bel l - ied Parrots fa i led but we had excel- lent  looks at  a L, i t t le
Penguj-n and heard.  the Rufous Br ist lebird.

Twitching a Red.shank

I t  was  oppor tune tha t  the  I .C .  Sa l t f ie l -c ls  near  Ade la ider  3s  weL l
as belng a s i te for  Samphire Thornbi l ls ,  Bandecl  St i l ts  ancl  Elegant
Par ro ts ,  a lso  had South  Aus t ra l - ia rs  f i rs t  reeord .  o f  the  Redshank,
an at t ract ive and rare vrader in Austral ia.  f  ts br ight  recl  legs
looked. inept amongst the duI l  legs of  the many winter ing wai lers i t
was feed.ing with. lttre dipped. out on Elegant Parrots here and they
eluded us for  the ent i re t r ipr  ?s did Blue-winged. Parrots.

Birdlng on the Eyre Peninsula

Cn the l lyre Peninsula we hopecl  to see some of the western species
r r rhose eas tern  most  range is  th is  po in t .  A t  lake  Gi l les  we recorded:

Fairy Pr ion
Short-ta i led Shearrr,rater
Sooty Sheanr,rater
Fl-uttering Shearwa ter
Black-fa cecl Corrnorant'vlhite-fronted Tern
Artic l lern

Var ied  (R lack-capped )  S i te l la
Rufous freeereeper
Yellow-plumed iloneyea ter
Tawny-erowned lloneyea ter

Io r t  h -nco ln  Par ro t
Iurple-crowned Lor ikeet
Turquoise Fairy-rvren
i t lestern Yel low R.obin
Grey Shr ike-Thrush (r , restern form)

The Rufous  Treecreeper  took  the  good par t  o f  a  day  to  loeate  and
was the f i rst  of  several  species for  which r ,ue had. to spend-
excess ive  t ime search ing ,  somet i rnes  requ i r ing  a  s tay  overn igh t .

Michae l  , \ t zen i .  Pa t  McConne l l

Unfor tunate l -y ,  tha t rs  aL l  we have room fo r  th is  t ime.  Dont t  m iss
nex t  month rs  eonc lus ion  rAch iev lng  our  I ' i a in  Goa l - r  o . . .  Ed .

--oo0oo--

FTEID DAY RE"PORT - SUI'IDAY 28TIi AUGUST or i{ow f arn a Bird-dog,

The al-ann roused me from my baslcet  at  6 am. -  brrr  i t  was cold.  and
the rv ind was f ierce.

They  go t  up  and scur r ied  around -  co f fee ,  toas t  -  then ou t  came the

(.-
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FI]'ID DAY REPORT CO}IT I D

Thermos f lask ani l  p icnic hamper -  Ah! I  became j .nterested -  an
excursion -  I  t rot ted around, very exci ted,  looking hopeful  and.
being as po11te as possible then out came the binoculars and. bird.
books -  Phooey -  I  thought,  there goes my chance for an out i .ng.

At th is point  perhaps I  should te l1 you that I  am a goocl  looking,
brown quad.ruped of the canine persuasion, but of lncleterminate
her i tage. This birc l -out ing business is a bi t  of  a t r ia l  for  me
beeause usually the weekencls are when I share J-n my ownersr act-
ivit ies so when Bird Outing Sunclay comes arouncl f become rather
c lepressed .

Imagine my surpr ise and del ight  when my water bowl was placed
besid.e the picni(  baslcet .  f  was very exci ted but quickly got
myself j-n paw - had to show that I was worthy of this opportunity.

A very small group met at Pigottf s ancL proeeed.ecl i lown the range to
l,t ithcott where Ann Shore joined the party. Before venturlng to
I t I r  Dlannrs property we cal lecl  by Karraschrs l ragoon where we saw a
Dar te r ,  t fh i te  (Saered)  fb is ,  a  so l i ta ry ,  sp lend. ic l  Pe l i can ,  sone
Grey Teal and Black Duck - a surprlsingly l- initetl variety in a
usua l ly  r i ch  a rea .

After aniv ing at  l t ' I r  I ' lannrs property,  t tPyararr ,  the more stalwart
- members, accompaniecl I '1r l iann along the creek bank. I cleelined. to

accompany them as the wind. in my whiskers was most annoying.

Upon their return, l ' lari lyn told of the numerous exciting observatlons
incl-ud. ing Rainbow Bee-eaters -  the f i rst  of  the season, a pair  of
Rufous Whistlers, Dusky tr{ood.swallows and Reil-baekecl l{rens.

Leaving Mr Mannrs we cont inuei l  towards Dyerrs lagoon, stopping
along the way to see a bird of  prey ably ident i f ied by Don as a
Whlst l ing Ki te.  Dyerts lagoon certainly showed evid.ence of  the
yearr  s heavy rains as the r+ater level  seemed very high. The birds
seen inc ludec l  l i t tLe  B laok  and P iec l  Cormorants ,  a  Pe1 ican,  B l -ack
Swans, Intermed. iate (Plumed) Egrets and a Sacred Kingf lsher.  I
pr ic le mysel f  on d. iscover ing several  l i t t le Grebes which, i .ncid.ent ly,
ignorecl r:ne completely.

Dyerf s T,agoon also afford.ecl us a welcome lunch stop ancl. a chance to
bask in the sun out of  the strong wi-nd.

On the return journey, a t rVed.ge-tai l -ed Eagle was seen to c l ive on
.,some prey,  whi le magpies and crows circ lecl  around. making loud

,-.r 'comments.
I  enjoyed my f i rst  of f ic ia l  b i rd out ing ani l  s incerely hope I  can be
includecl  again as I  feel  my behaviour was qui te exemplary -  th is
opinion being shared. by l l i lary Phi l l ips,  a v is i tor  f rom Sydney who
a lso  jo ined the  ou t ing .

Those present  ine luded :
Ron Colpus, Don Gaydon, l ' iar . i - Iyn Jacobs, Hi lary Phi l l ips,  Sancl-y
Pot t inger ,  Ann Shoren Bront6- the-cLog.

BrontE

Spee ies  l i s t  ava i lab le  f ro rn  the  Records  Of f i cer .  There ts  no t  enough
room this month for  fu l l -  detai ls.

- -oo0oo- -
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i':trtlBliRs ' Bf RD lioTns

Grea t  Cres ted  Grebe .  6 .7 .85 .  Coo lmunda Dam.  DG.
T ieregr lne  Fa lcon.  10 .7  "87 .  l , ' i l son ton  Aeroc l rome.  JD.
Top i r i i o t  P igeon .  23 .7 .83 . .  Jub i lee  Park .  nC,  D9 .  -
Br6 ' , ^m P igeon (Cuckoo-dove) .  9 -10  b i rds .  B  & 13"  B .BJ .  r rBrand.ywl ine ' r ,

Sylvan Court ,  Tr mba. l lJ  r  SP.
i ionga P i -geon.  27 ,7 ,83 .  Jub j - l -ee  ?ark .  DC'  DG.
I Ius [  lo r i kee t  "  26 .6 .83 .  Jub i lee  Park .  DG.
I , las te rn  Rose l - la  .  21  .7  .83 .  Jub i lee  Park .  DC rDG.' ; , t rh i te-bel-1ied Cuckoo-shr ike .  3.7.83. Hel j -c lon Hi l l 's .  DG.
Rose Rob in .  25 .8 .85o c r l r  I ' i nd 'say  .? :  Kent  S ts .  I ,B .
Scar le t  i {oneyea te r .  23 .8 .85 .  Lnzac  Ave .  JD.
Regent Bowerbird .  23 . ' l  .83 .  Jubi lee Par l  DG.

LB:  les ley  Ba l l ,  DC:  Dean Co l l - ins ,  JD:  Joe Deub ler  DG:  Don Gayc lon t
} IJ :  I 'Tar i l yn  Jacobs ,  S?:  Sandy Pot t inger .

- -oo0oo- -

FIEID OUTING FOR SEI'TEMBER

Date: Sunclay,  25th SePtember 1985

Place: Begj-nnerst  l {orning to Flagstone Creek

Assembly  ?o in t :  P igo t t t  s  Car  ?ark

T ime z  ' l  .15  amo fo r  depar tu re  a t  7 .30  am.  sharB.

This wiLl  be a short  t r ip,  last i -ng only 2-5 hours.
f r iend.s,  fami ly and ki 'C.s.

- -oo0oo- -

}iTiW I\IEI.{BER.S

Bring your

I t  is  p leasure that we welcome Poppy who was able to jo in us on an
out ing  ear l j -e r  th is  year .

Poppy levonls ,5 l / iargaret  St ,  Toowoomba.
- -ooOoo- -

? IIBIICATTONS RECEI1rED

The Bird Observer.  August 1985. (The Bird 0bserversf  Club)
B i r , l s .  Sunmer  1981.  (Roya l  Soc ie ty  fo r  the  Pro tec t ion  o f  B i rds ,  U.K.
Q.0 .S.  News le t te r .  ; iugus t  8 :  September  1983.  (Queens land

Orni thological  Societ l r  )
Ur imbirra .  August 1983. (  Chinchi l - Ia Field l latural istsr  Cl-ub )

There is an excel- lent  ar t ic le about beginning birdwatchlng and
choos ing  b inocu lears  in  B i r i i s  na i taz ine .  Q.0 .S.  a re  aLso assess i .ng
the value of  b i rd counts and Dot Brovm wri tes about The fnternat-
ional  Year of  the Tree in Llr imblrra.

--oo0oo--

OCTOBER A.G. IU .

Th is  year  the  A.G. lu l .  i s  to  be  he l -d  on  T  .
As last  yearts meet ing at  a member 's h6-me was so suecEff iFi lut i l l
i l o  th is  aga in .  Th is  t i rne  a t  John an ' l  les ley  Ba11rs  p Iace .

I  take  th is  oppor tun i ty  to  inv i te  a l - l  members  no t  on ly  to  the  A.G. l i .
bu t  to  our  home' fo r  a  conv iv ia l  even ing .  I f  tea  or  eo f fee  ie  no t
qu i te  s t rong enough fo r  your  tas te  p lease fee l  we lcome to  B .Y.O.
As usua1,  members ,  p lease br ing  a  smal - l  p la te  fo r  re f reshments .
Entertainment in_the way of  b i id.  sTi l i6 wi f f  f in ish of f  the evenlng.
See you there  -  les ley .

)


