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EDITORIAL

The Beginners,r Bird Outing was a €and good. weather, together with wi

r.  hope^son!,.of you ?re_catehing the bird cal ls being broaclcast onthe ABC racllo. Denls Bearcl is-playing them at ?,2oim. on hisbreakfast session. Th"y are pr-od.yi"*-ur Heten H;niil in--gi:isbane,and as well as some lesser known blrtls ihere are sev;rat oklfavouri tes. HeLen gives a brief descript ion oi th;-uira i"a i t"id. iosyncrasies wlth a record. ing of l ts ial l .
a eouple of reeent newspaper

me. For pbi losophieal r6aions I
Beaton.  (p .S.  -John 

and f  a re-
n Dunmore St. )

les ley Beaton. Ed, i tor

--oo0oo--

RXFT-,ECTING ON OUR I,EASI SEEN SPECIES
Slnee 0ctober 1975, when mernbers_ began r,:corcllng speeies for ourToowoomba area, certaln species havd eme:rged 

"u-" i i i t ies,  
a[  ieastin  these par ts .  .

A number of waterbirds and waders
we have only one reeord each of t l
_Cott_on_Pygmy-Goose (7 .1 .821, B1ael
Marsh  Sand.p lper  (4 .12 .82 . )  in t t  Cu:
these- s lght lngs- were at  Hooclrs la6
eui table local  habl tat  for  these i
Goose, Wand.erlng TfhlstLing Duek ar
temporary appearances tlurlng the c
year. The Great Crested. Grebe anc
the water leve1 was particularly h
sui table for  both- species_ to reappear,  / is  for  the other speciesmentloned', I think i.t wlLt te sona tlne trefore tre-"""ora tf len-a[afn
wlth the tlrought over.
Recentlyr--only the second Iocal stghting of the Jablru was maale atHood.f  s.  fhe prevlous record.  was tn lpr l : . ,  19ig.  

- . - - -

The club has 9!1y 9ng record of the Red c.oshawk. rt was seen onloth t{prl l- t J977 flylng over the Ruthven St souitr area. Recent--
reports of thle species near.Stockyard, are encouraglng and the areals well worth opentllng tlne in.
Turquolse Parrots have been_seen once (A1r11 19go).  Thls was in
l lpv country near Echo valley Racetradk. ihe-;nii ottrJr mentron orthts.species_waa in the cabarlah area (June 1g7g);" *rrtot i ;  jGi--
outside our boundar ieg.
Oriental Cuckoos.-|?y" PToy.ed an elusive species for menb€T5. Threerecorc ls  ex is t . l  Wi thggt !  ( I 'eb .  1977)  r  B la i rchv iew ( ig .1 : i t . ) - " ta - - - -
Jubl lee Park (Oct .  19' lB).
Two record's of the Barkil8 0w1 exist. One was seen ln Rectwood. park
ancl  a pal l  were seen on Glen ] ,omoni l  Creek (15.4.79-:) :  The fai ter- 'area 9?y be worth a visit at night to l isten for hwoot-wootsil - ---

emanatlng fron treeg.

)

{
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RXFIECTING ON OUR IEASI SEEN SPECIES CONI'D
Of .the passe-rlnee, the_spottetl Quai}-thrush and. Whitets Thrush,
although probably tresitlent, are rarely seen. lhree records eiist
for both specl.es. lhe quall-thrush has onlv been seen in *he Raifor both specl.es. lhe quall-thrush hle only been seen in itri gaifara
regLon whlle the Vlhl.ters lhrush has been recorrled, once at Plcnlc
Polnt ancl twlce in Red.wood, Park. I have no doubts both speclesspecles are
not as rare as our few sightlngs lndlcate.
The Searlet RobLnr Lltt1e Grassblrd and Whlte-breasteal T{ood,swallow
have only been reported. once for our area. The eltes wete bef,ow
Nelson St (South-Ioowoonba), Hood.rs Lagoon antl Wlthcott respectively.
The little Grassblrtl took up resltlence when .the reeds were irell
estabLished,. rt woultl appear the other two species are rare
visltors even though the area seems sultable for both specles.

Mlehael 4tzenl, Record.s

--oo0oo--

sl{a,r,toI.Is

Ostrlch and W

One or two of the nore lntelllgent gsallows at the D.D.r.A.E. are
Lti+_e colr gattlng as rellforcdnent for, thelr nests tfrfs Veii insteaa
o-f the usual grass_etc. fhl.s renlnds me of the palr at Dbrlfng{on,
England who, ln a tlry perlod, were Eeen to use yet oeuent fron-a
bulltling slte and flnlEhetl up wlth, an all-cenent .reofulence. !o
quote the old saylng tr0hey bulliled better than they lcleyn.

Ron Colpue

--69Qgg--

BIRDrsc HOIIDAY DOIJN S0UIE - COl{lrD F4OI,| I/tSf MOrylH
Thlck-bllletl Grassyren - fhe Artful Doalger
Between Iron Knob antt WhyalLa we were shown a slte for these Rra3s-
trrens - a patldock of bluebush ancl bLackbush. Undoubtettly, thfs was
the most frustrattng blrd of the trlp. After four and a-f,alf houre
search only t*vo people had gllnpaeil the blrd but we had found a nest
wlth an egg_after a cuckoo flushed frou the same blackbush lt was ln.
No anount of yal-_tlng and looklng^ near the nest worked,. Oyo days
i .ter we. spent three houre eear_cllng anrl eventually we al,I gad it.
Ivo more than three of us saur a blrd at any one tlne. fhe frustratl.on
overr we all agreed.,what grat value grassureng are. The few species
ln thls habltat lnclude lthlte-wlngeil Fahlr-rren, Redthroat, Safrphlre
fhornblll, and Black-eared Cuckoo.
LlncoLn l$atldnal Park
Kevin coul.il only reasonably
Ostrlch and Westerr l{blpbin

sonably erpect 7 nev speclee, namely Rock parrot.
l{htpbiril, ln thie park. lhe latterwae hlsh onOstrlch and. w'estgrr Yh+pblrdr _Ln thle_park. lhe latter eas hlgh on

q:_qf|g"ryI.11.9!-?o.tl le reglden! 11.lr^1oo$ T.p. but w{.thour, i tape
recor t le rwou1dhavebeenext rene1Jd1f f tcu ] ' t to6ee.S1t t1ng
guletly on a track, we taped lts i[etlnct call and played lt-back.guletly on a track, we taped lts i[etlnct call and played lt-back.
rhe blrtl clrcrerl us several -tlngs, _ueuaLly out of vler, etopplng to
call before uovlng on. We obtalnerl excellent vleve and the-fiesiern
Vlhlpbird remains one of the hlghllghts of the trlp.
Other noteworthy specles:

Bmsh Bronzering Westerzt Yelloy Robln
Port Irlncoln Parrot Yellor-rugtlert ?artlalote
Southern Serub-Robln Purple-gapEtl Honey,eater

A ssaxch for Rock Parrots failed but we tlecldetl to lw Coffln Bav
pext morning. lhings soundetl rosy as ye lletened to the owner o?
the local caravan park gl,ve a perfect deecrlptlon of Rock Parrots
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After three and a half hours of no ostriches we were
ln but tried one more area ancl f lnally gJ-assed' one.
birt ls were seen ln aIL.

Into the MaLlee

-4 -

BIRD]NG HOIIDAY DOWN SOUTH CONTID

vlsit lng the park. Hopes noseclived. when she salct they _only turn up
in summer! Sti l l  we triett at Polnt Avoid ancl were on the verge of
giving up when Tony saw one flylng._ We hastened in lts clirection
5nd founct a feetling group of 60+. These attraetive 499p!9499 are
remarkably tane so-we obialned crippling looks. 

-

A Touch of Africa

After returning to Port Augusta we approached. the owner of rEmeroof

north of th'e town who obliglngly let us on what used. to be an ostrich
farm established. in 188r. We were tolcl that the feral populatlon
woulcl probably dle out since droughts and lnbreetl ing had sent thelr
nurnbers plunmetting.

reacly to gJ.ve
Probably, seven

We drove on to Conet Bore south of Plnaroo but lt was unusually qulet
anct onJ.y Owlet-NightJar and Shy Heathwren lrre of interest.

.Alone the Ble Desert Roatl (Vtc.) we chanced upon the Black-earetl
(Dus[y) Minei before movlng on_to Hattah Irakes. Rggglt Parrot_sr_
pink Oockatoos anct Yellow Rosellas were Eeen arouncl the lake while ln
the porcupine grass we saw the Mallee Ehu-wren antl the Striatetl
Gras-sl.rtren. Although slightLy eaeler to track tlown than the lhick-
biLled Grasswren, the Strtatecl requJ.red two tlays for all to see it.

Two specles we d.ippecl on in the Mallee were the Mallee Fowl antl the
Red.-16rect l,Ihlstler. Need. some excuse to returtn.

Melbourne-bound.r w€ saw our onJ.y Gtlbertr s ttlhlstlers at I(nows3.ey
State Forest west of Heathcote.

AchLeving our Main Goal
gur prime concern, Orange-be11letl Parrotsr regularly winter at
Weg-lbee Sewage Fam. We assigned two and a half clays to flndlng
then - lf past experl.enceer lvere any gulcler ure night need. that long.
luck had changecl. After ten minutes we flushed a flock_of elght
birtts which enltted thelr buzzLng call on rislng. We glaseed then
after they settlett again. The ease of f-l-ntling then took much of
the thrlli away but whofs conplainlng. We saw many BLue-billecl
Ducks here but the tlcle beat us to a lewln Ratl site.

Next stop was Port Adrlls for the Rufoue -Brlstl,eblrcl, a-19o hlgh on
our pri.oifty llst. Agafn the-taperecorder was lnvaluable. 0n
playing lts- call one obllglngly ran across the bitunen in front of-us.- 

At Port HenrXr we obtained goocl vlews of Falry Tel1s.
gur vlslt -to Toolangi State Forest was hampered by rain. We left
wlthout Pink Robln antl ?tlotbird but d.1tl see Superb lyreblrtl antl
Crescent Honeyeater.

MLchael Atzenl.  ?at McConneII

Once agaln I have not enough room to conclude Mlchael and Patfs
art lele. I f  you are enJoying at as much as I  yourLl be looking
fonuard to next month . . . .  Ed..

--oo0oo--

FIEID DAY RE|PORI 25.9.8r. SEGINNERST MORNING. FITAGSTONE CRXEK

Vanishlng eloud.s ancl a cooL easterly breeze road.e for tlelighlffl
conclitions when fifteen members ancl e]-even vlsitors attencletl the
Beginnersr Morning outlng at FJ.agstone Creek on September 25.

J '
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FIEID DAY REPORT CONTID

The event was an unqual i f ied success. There was plenty of  b i rd l i fe
about, and. an unusual amount of aeril to-lng and fro-ing duer l lo
d.oubt,  to seasonal  preoccupat ion of  feathered people wi th nests anclctoubtr  to  seagonal  preoccupatr r .on or  rearnereG peopr-e wrLr l  nesrs ano
young.  fndeed,  we were abl -e to  watch,  through b inoculars,  a  nest fu l
of magpie-larks being fett by an exceedingly_ busy pall_ of parent
b i rdsr -ds  we l l  as  c rows,  magp ies  anc l  No isyMiners r  a l l  hard .  a t  work
tendlng ancl protecting thej-r young.

But the variety of biri ls rve saw! I r although a tyro at the game t
rdas able to hote t5 c l i f ferent specles of  the 52 reeorcled, ancl  some
of the speeimens w beauties. l ' tre went straight into busj-ness the
moment we parked our vehicles at FJ-agstone Creek for_thgrer _on a
branch above the water, was a magnificent Azure Klngfisher who gave
us plenty of  t l rne to observe him. He was a br i l l lant  royal  b lue,
rel-Leved-by white ancl orange. l ' tre hatl been there only a few minutes
when we notieecl two Crestecl l iawks (Pacific Baza) perforning aerial
gyrnnast ics c lose at  hand, ancl  we soon spotted_-thelr  home.--high_up
iir a big clump of mistLetoe near a treetop. Thelr swoopings ancl
it ives were very interesting to watch, and in their plunage of blue-
grey, they showecl up well agalnst the d.ark mountalnsitle.

Ll contrast, were some outstanding examples of beauty among the
sma1l scrub birt ls; for instancer the bril l iant blu of a Superb Blue
Wren (Superb Fairy-wren) r and the flash of a bright l i tt le Red-
backecl  F- i ry-wren, wi th,  later,  a blaze of  colour as Scar let  Honey-
eaters d.artecl anong the green leaves.

These were but some of the highl ights.  Space d.oes not permit
mention of the whole paracle of ,activity and blrt l beautyr from Rain-
bow Bee-eaters,  p igeons ancl  parrots,  to f lnchesr par i la lotes ancl
or io les,  swal lows and Plover.
ltre even had a long-range vj-ew of r high up ln a tree, a fat and vely
sleepy- looklng koala!

Morning tea of tea or coffee ancl sanclwj.ches $tas enjoyed. wlth the
same bird actlvlty going on all round. us. Altogetherr it was a
morning of clellght ln the bird worlcl agalnst a glorlous backgrounrl
of green ranges ancl rippllng streams.

Bert  Pott inger

I hbers: Peggle and Roy Beatou, Ron Colpus, Jane ancl Grahan Corbln,
i\Hrilyn Jacobs, Poppy levonis, I'ydia lSrntlonr Bertr Margo ancl Sandy
?ottlnger, Ann and. John Shorer Craig and Graham tle1den.

Spec ies  l l s t :

Swallow, Black-facect Cuckoo-shrike

52 spec ies
--oo0oo--
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i\IEMBI|RS I BTRD NOTES
Ost r l ch  ( fe raL) ,  -  .7 .9 t .  Nor th
Roya l  A lba t ross  .  17 .7 .95 .  por t  t r
9fert-wlnged. petrel  .  17 .7.97, p(
B lue  Pe t reL  ( r tead) .  3 .B .g r .  Nor r

cd, .  I r iA,  G. 
PMr [R.

.  MA, DG.
roocl .  I rA,  MA, DC.
vtldrl le Rldge Golf l inks. JD.

rA: f raur ie Atzenl ,  I {A:  Michael  Atzeni ,  JD: Joe Deuble,  DG: DonGaytlon, AHS: Ann Shore.

FrE'D oulr*e FoR ocroBER 
--ooooo--

Annual Birtl Count as rletailetl at the A.G.II.
--oo0oo--

4ISI4I cElr8R.At Ir{EE[I$e
0n ruesd'ay, 18th october the cLub has lts Annual General Meetlng.This ls an oDportunity for you to cone-ana irr-youi"i."r" on any
:;3:;tr;f.tha-and 

lis"acirviii"i, iiTJ ior ana ;,;;l ih" looonln6

al menber for an offiee on the
n forn at the botton of the

,gr "itr$t!?t =1"" 
preslcrent,

As I wrote last nonthr accept thls as a personal lnvitation - neet
_sone of__your felLow menbers antl enJoy an excellent ellde presentatlon
by Ray VJ.IJoen.

] l l

Members, please provld.e a snal1 pLate.
--oo0oo--

RXCENI PIIBTTCATIONS

[he 3lrtl 0bserver. Septenber 198r. (Ihe Bird Observerst C]-ub)
The Darllng Downs Naturalist. August & Septenber 199t. (Neweletter

of the loowoonba Fleld-Naturalist CfuU)
Q.0.S. Newslettel .  October 1985. (Queeneland Ornithological goeiety)
Urimbirra. Septenber 19e3. (Newsletter of the Chlnchllla trlelcl

Naturalistsr Club)



TOOWOOMBA BIRD CIIIB ANNUA,I GENERAI MEETING

ITENIIE: 15 Dunmore St,  Toowoomba.

Tuesd.ay,  18th 0ctober ,  19gj .

7 .11  p6 .  fo t  7 .30  pn .  s ta r t .

DATE:

TIME:

1
2

3
4
5
5
7

,-.: 8

AGENDA

To be followecl by supper and a chat.
Mernbers,  p lease provic le a snal l  p1ate.

Anyone requi.rlng transport, please contact Ann 3o 72a7.

Apologj-es.
Minutes of  previous A.G.M. ( taken as read sa per News-eheet

Noo 85, November 1992,)Business ar is lng f rom the ninutes.
Correspond.ence ,
0f f icersr ! "pq4".  (presldent,  Treasurer,  Records & Ed. l tor)Elect ion of  Off icers.
Arrangements for Eighth Annual Bird Count.
8.5O pm, -  Sl ide presentat ion by Ray Vi joen.

rrComparisons and Slnilarit les of Australlan
and. South A.frican Bird.srl

)

NOMINAIION FORM
FOR THX EXSCUT]'m OF rHX TOOWOOMSA BIRD CIIrS

r  nomLnate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .o . . . . . . .  to  the  o f f i ce  o f(Pr in t  p lease)

. . . . . . .o . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  o f  thg  foowoomba B i rd  C lub  in  1gg7 .

S i g n e d ,  . o . . . . . . . . . . o . . . o o . . . o r . . . . . .

n a m e  . . . . . o . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . r . . . . a

d ,a tg  a  .  .  .  .  .  .  o  .  .  .  .  a  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  o  .  a  .  .  .  o

I aecept the above nomi.nation to the Toowoonba Birtl Club Executlve.

S l g n e d ,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  d a t e  . . . . r . o


