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I IDITORIAL

A big thank you to all those members and. their guests who mad.e our
A.G. lU.  so  suecess fu l .  Persona l ly  i t  was  a  de l igh t  to  have you a l l
as  gues ts  and f  hope you en joyed the  even ing  as  much as  I  d id .  I t
was a l i t t le crowclecl  but  f  bel ieve that helped to break the ice so
much more quickly.

As usuaI,  Rayts s l ides were the highl ight  of  the evening with a great
deal-  of  audienee part ic ipat ion in the eomparing of  the bj-rds of  South
Afr iea and Austral ia.  Thank you very much Ray, your contr ibut ion to
the evening was truly appreciated..

I t  is  good news that Peggie Beaton j -s reeover ing wel l  af ter  a reeent
operation ancl we hope to see her and Roy on our outing to Ravens-
bourne.

Our November outing ls the last one for the year and it wil l- be at
Ravensbourne. At this time of the year the rainforest ls always a
weLcome place to do some birc lwatching. Please try and make this
out ing as successful  as the Last couple of  c lub funct ions.

An end of year break-up has been arranged for Tuesday, ltth December.
ft wil l be an evenj.ng of f i lmsr so keep this d.ate elear. We wll l be
raffl ing a splendid photographic print, executed. and d.onated. by Ray
Vi l joen. A perfect  Chr istnas present.  Guests of  members wj .1 l  be
more than welcome.

Lastly, our annual Bird Count was well patronised. and all of our
study area was coverecl, thanks to a greater interest than no:mal.
Michael  wishes to thank al l -  those that part ic ipated..  At  the t ime of
going to press all the results were not collected so that further
informatlon about the count wil l have to wait for a later issue.

lesley Beaton. Ed. j - tor

--oo0oo--

BIRDTNG HOTIDAY NOWN SOUTH - CONT'D FROM IAST ISSUb

Pni f f ip  ts .  ana Wi fson

Thanks to Kevinrs local larowledge, we watched our own penguin parade
away from the tourist site while on Phi1llp Islancl. We saw the Fur
Seals and Dominion Gu1ls on Seal  Rockso -

One o f  the  most  scen ie
near  Sand.y  Po in t ,  Cape
added Common Wombat and
in te res t  were :

S,cuthern Emu-wren
O l ive l lh ist ler
C rescent l ioneyeater

stopovers was Wilsonrs Promontory. En route,
Barren Geese were added while on the Prom we
Hog Deer to our mammal list. Bj.rds of

Beaut i fu l  Firetai l
Forest  Raven
BIue Pet re l  (dead)

One of  the highl ights at  the Prom are the Cr imson Rosel las at  Tldal
River, 0n pr<lducing a paclcet of seed. you are l lterall-y invacled by
the'n. Clarnbering over you and so intent at eating the seeds enabl-es
you to pick them up.

The.  Den i l iqu ln  Area

Our  nex t  and las t  ma jor  s top  fo r  new spec ies  was a t  Den l l iqq in  (N.S.VJ . ) .
At the Gulpa Siding we had magniflcent views of Superb Parrots ancl
ta1,--c l  them just  for  the record.  We also cheekei l  a Spot less Crake
si1;.: but held. d,oubts on seeing them since heavy rains had coverecl. the
mudbanks. Nevertheless the crakes responcled i runediately to a tape of
thr  i - r  eal- l ,  Yet i t  took several  hours for  a l l  of  us to see one as
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SOUTH CONTID

they darted through the reed.s and no more than two of us saw it at
any  one t lme.

A Pacific Baza (Crested l lawk) was seen Sicm north of Gilgandra which
is rvel l  and truly out of  range for th is raptor.

A total  l is t  of  252 species for  the t r ip was a gooi l  ef for t  but  th is
would have been much lower and without nany good. species were i t  not
for Kevj.n. We are very grateful to him.

Michael  Atzeni Pat McConnel l

ANNUAI GENERAL MEETING

Please note that  unless any
these minutes wi l l  be taken

--oeOoo--

ob jec t ions  are  rece ived
as reacl ancl wil l not be

by the Secretary,
re-read at the

1984 Annual  General  Meet ing.

t '!UleS_pg_!he ANNUAI GENERAI MESTING held at 15 Dunmore St, Toowoomba
t--
7.4O pm. The Presid.ent,  Mari l ; rn Jacobs, opened. the neet ing and
greeted the assembled members.

1 .  Apo log ies  fo r  absenee:  From Ron Co lpus ,  Roy  & Pegg ie  Beaton ,-f  an Col l ins, Mika & El izabeth Russel l ,  J6e
Deuble, Bert & Ma::go ?ott lnger.

2. Minutes of the l-ast A.grl / i . :  fhese were taken as read ancl approved.
ect ions.

3. Business Arising:
ffi tras its own mail box.
b) The change in the Clubts logo had. been made followed by a

new format for page 1 of the nonthly news-sheet.
c) The proposal for a waterblrt l habitat ln Ebst Creek would not

now be the No. 1 project for the Blcentennial unfortunately -
however there was some snall hope that it might sti l l  be
included as a lesser proJect in spi te of  the aclverse report
f ron the Counci l ts Parks & Gardensr Mr Shaw.

Correspond.ence:
f f i t heB icen tenn1a1Pro jec tsen tby thePres id .en ton

behal f  of  the CIub.
b) A letter had. been recej-verl by Ron Hopkinson from the Water

Resources Conmission replying to his earlier one obJecting to
the possible dralning of lake Clarenclon for falm purposes.
We and other bocl ies ob jectet l  and the appl icat ion Las- been
refuged..

c) L,etter to secretary i lrawing members attentlon to Canoe Safarj-s
on the Balonne River.

d) I lelpful letter from Bird Observers Club glving hints on the
runni-ng of a Beginnersr Outing.

e) Cooby Dam. The President read a let ter  f rom the Club to
appeal for Council pernission to continue birdwatching there.
Council is not prepared. to a1low irregular use of the dam by
individuals or groups as this might pollute the dam. The
President wi l l  not  accept th is anct wi lL ehal lenge i t .  The
meet ing was in agreement.

J
4.
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TIII'IUAL GENBRAI ME}]TT}trG CONT I D

5 .  0 f  f j -eers I  Repor ts :  a  )  lv lar i lyn Jacobs read out  her  Pres j -dent  t  s
Ee-po-rt:_-

n1985 has been an interest ing and var ied.  year for  _the Toowoomba
Bird Club. Four act lv i t ies stand. out in my nind as highl ights:
1 )  the annual  b i rd count held last  October where 22 members
recorcled. 144 species,  the highest total  s inee the count began 5-n
1977 , 2) eontinuecl participation of members in send.ing monthly
checkl ists in so a . record of  each monthr s s ight ings can be
compi led ancl  pr inted by the Recorclrs Off icer,  5)  part ic ipat ion
in the Hobby-rn-Craft show held at the showgrountls in February,
where 15 club rnembers helped man our staIl, ancl 4) the beginner
bird out ing last  nnonth which at t racted 26 part ic ipants.  Beeause
of the t remendous suceess of  th is act iv i ty,  f  would l lke to see
it become an arutual event. It might help us build up our rather
low attend.ance at monthly outings which has been averaging only
arouncl  1O people.

Besides vis i t ing our good birding spots of  Redwood Park,  Hood.fs
lagoon and Flagstone Creek, members have had the opportunity to
participate in two weekend canpouts thls past year - one to the
Bunyas with the Q.O.S. in January, and the other to Girraween ln
April. ft was unfortunate that a scheduled. f i ln evening had to
be cancelled. due to a strike at the National l ibrary in Canberra,
but we thank len Hanrey for showing us some of hls manrellous
bird. slides in Mareh and. Ray Vil joen for presenting a program of
s l ides  a t  ton igh t f  s  A .G.M. ,  fo l low ing  h is  exce l len t  p resenta t ion
at last  yearr  s Annual  General  Meet ing.

As you have no d.oubt noticecl, both the club logo and the format
of the news-sheetrs page one have changed. clurlng the year. We
hope you l ike thet tnew lookfr .  The elub l is t  of  Toowoomba birds
now stands at  zt9 -  an increase of  s ix new birc ls s lnce the last
A .  G.M.

F1any thanks to all members who have supportett the proposed water-
blrd habi tat  wi th Letters to the Chronic le and City Counci l ,  even
though the project  was not selected as the rnajor bicen.
venture.  Also,  speci .a l  thanks to lesley for  her superb ef for ts
above and beyoncl the eall of duty with respect to the publishing
of the news-sheet each month.  What an excel lent  Job she d.oes!
Most members have no idea of the work that goes lnto thls prod.uct-
ion.  Michael  has c lone another ma:nrel lous job as Recorcl ts Off ieer,
ancl we all envy him as he travels the eountry in seareh of more
new birds to t ick of f !  Also,  thanks to Ann who, as usual ,  has
ably handled. both the job of  Secretary and Treasurer. t '

b)  Treasurerrs Report :  Read. by Ann Shore as fo l lows:-
ftF5.rstly, may I thank my fellow officers for agai.n puttlng up
with my very lnexpert handling of the Clubf s finaneial affairs
and for the support they have glven ne cluring the year both as
Treasurer and. Secretary. Figures for 1982-8t d.o not make very
comfortable reacling as they leave us with a very snall bank
balancez $38.57 in al l ,  aceording to rny calculat ions.  As thls
is approxinately half of what we had. in the bank at the last
A.G.M,. ,  when f  asked you to review subscr ipt ion rates,  th ls polnt
is again to the fore and. f would ask you to eonslcler lt later in
the rneeting. Perhaps ln the meantLne members coulcl thlnk of any
other funil-raislng methods which night be more aeceptable or
pro f l tab le .

This poor balance was occurred. in spi te of  the k indness of  a few
people ln helping to hand-del l "ver more of  our newslet ters and by
the Execut lvers ef for ts to keep expenses d.own and can be

J)

r
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attr lbuted solely to increased charges for almost everything we
use  o r  buy . r l
(The annual  audi t  had. not been completed by the t ime of  the
neet ing.  When this is avai labLe i t  wi1l .  be publ ished in the
news-sheet .  )
c )  Record ts  Of f ieers  Repor t :  Read by  MichaeL Atzen l : -
r rSlnee taking on the posi t ion of  Recorclrs 0f f icer in October 198O
I have seen our l is t  of  specles for  the area steadi ly grow to 238
spee ies .  fn  the  pas t  th ree  years ,  27  spec ies  have been a t lded
includj-ng slx s j -nce the last  A.G.M. These were: Bl"ack-taiLed
Nat lve-hen, Marsh Sandpiper,  Freekl-ed. Duck, Ye1low-tai led Black
Cockatoo ancl  Apost lebir i l .

This total  of  278 species is,  roughly,  one third of  the speci .es
regularly founcl in Australia. As members of the Toowoonba Bird.
Club we can feel proud. of this high figure. Our area is lacking
in habitat d.iversity, especially rainforest and. wetlancl.s. ff we
had. these habi tats our l is t  would easi ly pass 250 species.

I and. other members d.erive great satlsfaction out of f ind.ing new
speeles for our area. Currently, f have rellable local reports
of at least another twenty specles which have yet to be seen by
two or more members together before they can be added to our
cheek l i s t .

ftrs a gooil feeling to be able to show both beginners and. know-
ledgable birders new specles.  Fortunatelyr  I  have been in a
posltion to clo so r especially with new members such as Don Gayd.on
who ls in my car at  a momentrs not ice.  I f  other members are
interested in some guiclance they are more than welcome to call on
me. Ifm sure tresley, Marilyn and other members are also wil l lng
to help where possible.

For anyone j-nterested in chaslng up unusual or rare species, the
Club is will-ing to aclcl them to the grapevi.ne lf you pass on your
phone number anil address. I have goocl sourees ln Brisbane at
present .

With respect to th is yeart  s Annual  Species Count I  am pleased
members have acceptecl the change and f have confld.ence in lts
longter"n value as it wil l pinpoint the presence/absence of a
species far  more accurately.

I wish to thank those members who sencl in their nonthly checkllsts,
an invaluable practice, whi.ch I urge others to adopt. I wish you
goocl birding in the comlng year. Thanks also to Ann, Maril lm ancl
lesley for  their  advice and help ctur ing the year.rr

d) Edi tor fs Report :  lesley Beaton gave her report  as fo l l -ows:-
frI have hacl great pleasure in editlng the news-sheet thts year.
I emphasize editinE as lt is the contrlbutors who make the news-
sheet. TherF[?6been 20 members who have contributed 47
art lc les and reports ln the twelve lssues since the last  A.G.M.
A sineere thanks to those people, where would. the news-sheet be
without you?

Thanks, also, to Marilyn for contlnuing the ind.ex this year. I
f ind it of great value ln ny Job.
I have had. no ad.verse conments about the new front page. antl I
must say lt makes ny work Just that bit nore uneonplicated..
Editing ls t ime-consuming and every l ltt le bit he1ps.

Lastly, thanks to Marilyn, Ann ancl Mlchael wlth whom Irve hacl many
enjoyable evenings dur lng the year.r l

.Y'
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6. Elect ion of  Off icers:  Mari lyn Jacobs requested. Ron Hopkinson to
his part  of  the meet ing.  Agreed..

a )  Pres ident :  Mar i l yn  Jacobs  proposed by  Sand.y  !o t t inger .  No
other nominat ions receivei l  so she was duly elected..

b) Secretary/Treasurer:  Ann Shore proposed by Mari lyn Jacobs.
No other nominat ions so elected unopposed.

c) Records Off icer/ l ibrar ian:  Michael  Atzeni  proposed- by lesley
Beaton .  No o ther  nominat ions  so  du ly  e lec ted .

d) I id. i tor :  lesley Beaton proposed by Ray Vi l joen. I - lesl-ey was
persuailecl to earry on doing an excellent job as no other nomin-
a t ions  had been rece i .ved .

7 .  Genera l  Bus lness :
f f i t had .d . i seovered tha tno in fo rua t ionon theC1ub
was yet appear ing in the Toowoomba Vis i torsr  Guide to the c i ty.
This would be rect i f iecl .

b)  Mari lyn Jacobs reported. on the part ic ipat lon of  hersel- f  and
three other elub members in the Q.O.S. bird.  eount on 9th October.

c) Flembership application forns had now been printed..

d) Ron Hopkinson read from the copy of, a report he had receivecl
of  Mr Shaw of the Counci l rs Parks & Gardens Dept.  I t  concerned
a survey Mr Shaw had carried out for the Council on the suitabil ity
of  set t ing up a waterbird habi tat  in East Creek swamp, He l is ted
many ob ject ions;  pol lut ion,  mosqui to-breecl lngr i logs,  cats r  rats,
e te .

Members were amazecl ancl the Presiclent sald. that the report be
dealt with by the Executive l ine by l ine"

.j,

Mention was mad.e of  the Clubrs let ter  to the Field Natural ist
Club enquiring why the Bird. CJubr s support hact not been sought to
add welght to the submission by the Field. Nats & Greenwatch for a
waterbird habi tat  in East Creek as a Bicentenni .a l  project .  The
President of  the Fiel i l  Nats,  Ray Vi l joen, apologlzed that no reply
to this had yet been received by the Blrd. CIub. He erplained that
they hacl been lnvited to make their submission by the Council. r '
e ) Funclraj-sing: Dlscusslon followed. the Treasurerr s earlier 

'1-'

appeal - Ray Vil joen very kindly offered a birt l photograph as a
raffle. A wonclerful idea. He was sincerely thanked by Marilyn
Jacobs. Members discussecl  posslbi l i t ies of  holding more raf f les
as an al ternat ive to rais lng subscr ipt ion rates.  Al l  in favour.

f) Ron Hopkinson read. a letter receivecl from Monash University
on a national rainforest study to be carried. out on bird.s, f lora
ancl  fauna.

B. Arranqements for  Bth Annual  Bird Count:  Michael  Atzenl  was
e proposed. changes, In the

past the bount had not been carr ied out suf f ic ient ly scj .ent i f ical ly
to be a useful  recorcL. I t  should be the big event of  the year for
the whole Club to get involved ln so he had proposed that it be
changecl to a Bird Species Count. The two ten-minute blockst
eonst i tut ing the Clubf s study ar iea,  shoulc l  each be sub-div id.ed
into four. fnformation obtained could be continuing ancl he could
also use earlier infornation and results would. be more beneflcial
in the long term. Members were in favour of the change'

8 sub-cl iv is ions' .  1 ,2 r5 & 4 up range .  /
5 ,5 r7 & I  d.own range.
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The fol lowing arrangements were made, al though they were not
f ina l  and cou ld  be  open to  change.

Sub-d . iv is ion  1 .  Jane & J im Corb in ,  G lor ia  G lassr

Sub-d iv is ion  2 .  Mike  & E l izabeth  Russe lL ,  l4 rs  Bar t l -e t t .

Sub-d, iv is j -on 1.  Graham Corbin,  Don Gayclon, Dean Col l - ins,  Ron
Colpus .

Mar i l yn  Jacobs ,  Les ley  Beaton ,  Sandy lo t t inger .
Ann Shore,  John Shore,  Angela Ki lmart in,  Craig
Shore .

Ron Hopkinson, Vl i l l  Corrmack.

Pat  l {c0onne l l ,  Ter ry  Re is ,  Br ian  Fou l is ,  t i i chae l
A tzen i .

I r t iehael  Atzeni ,  Don Gaydon.

Sub-d iv is ion  4 .
Sub-d. iv is ion 5.

Sub-div is i -on 6.

Sub-d . iv is ion  7 .

Sub-d lv is ion  B.

,(  - .9.00 pn. There being no further business the Presic lent  e losed the'v-  
meet ing wi th thanks to everyone present.  Speeial  thanks were
given to lesley and. John Bal l  for  holding the meet ing at  their
home. I ' lembers re-grouped themselves for a s l ide show and talk
given by Ray Vi l joen ent i tLed. r fDi f ferehces and Conparisons
between South Afr lcan and Austral- ian Birdsfr .  Af ter  which al l
adjournecl  for  refreshments to c lose an enjoyable and informat lve
evening.

Ann Shore.  Secretary

- -oo0oo--

IqEI'IBERS ' BIRD NOTES

Jab i ru .  9 .10 .8 r .  B ryan t rs  lagoon ,  Ten th l l l .  I ' ,B ,  MJ ,  SP.
Freck le t l  Duck  .  9 .  1O.Br .  Hoo i l r  s  lagoon.  lB ,  MJ,  .SP .
Blue-winged. Shovel ler .  9.  1O.83 .  Bryant I  s lagoon, Tenthi l l .  IJB, MJ,

SP.
-ncotton Pysmy-eoose, 9.10.8r. coLes Rcl Swamp, otfrlrf i j :r j*:" *u,

Musk lo r ikee t  (4 ) .  25 .10 .81 .  r tBrand;nr iner r ,  Sy1van Cour t ,  T tmba.
MJ,  SP.

Weste rn  Wh is t l -e r .  22 .7 .87 .  l i nco ln  Na t .  Park .  (S .A .  )  MA,  BF,  PM,  TR
Rufous-crowned. Emu-wren. 26.7.81. Hattah. MA, BF, PM, TR.
Thick-bi l led Grasswren. 21 &, 27.7.83. Whyal la/ I ronbar Rd..  MA, BF,

PM,  TR.
Str iatect  Grasswren.
Rufous Br istLebirc l .
Ruf,ous Treecreeper.
Beaut i fu l  F i re ta i l .

27  .7  .83 .  Hat tah .  MA,  BF,  TR,  PM.
29 .7 .87 .  Point  Acldis (  Vic )  tnt^ l  ,  BF, pM ,  TR.
2O.7  .83 .  lake  G i l - l -es  (S .a .  I  MA,  BF,  pM,  TR.
4 .8 .8 t .  T ida l  R iver ,  Wi lsonr  s  Promontory .  MA,

BF,  PM,  TR.

MA: MiehaeL Atzeni ,  I ,B: , lesley Beaton, BF: Br ian Fou1is,  I {J l  Mari lSrn
Jacobs,  PM:  Pat  McConne l l ,  SP:  Sand.y  ?o t t inger ,  TR:  Ter ry  Re ig .
(Apologies to Br ian,  Pat ancl  Terry who got lef t  out  of  the key last
month.  )

- -oo0oo--
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FIEIJD DAY FOR NOlrfl|'IBER

Date: Sunday, 27th November 1985. PIace: Ravensbourne Nat.  Park

Assembly  Po in t :  P igo t t ts  Car  Park .  .
T ine  z  7  "15  on .  fo r  depar tu re  a t  7 .5O am.  sharp .

Ravensbourne is always a pleasant outing. It glves us a chance to
see the rainforest birds such as Catbird.s, Wonga and. Toplrrot Pigeons,
Noisy Pittas and the seld,om seen Black-breastecl Button-quall.
Invite your friends ancl have an enJoyable clay. Please bring a packecl
lunch ancl spencl a blt of t ine chatting to other menbers"

Centre.  Baker Street

T inez  7  "15  pn .  fo r  ? .5O pn .  s ta r t

Unfortunately, at the time of going to press the actual f l lns to be
shown are not,known. It is hoped that they wtll be the ones we
missed out on earlier 1n the year. That ls - t f l lns featuring
seabirds, with one magnifieent f i ln on the Christmas Islands ln the
Paci f ic  and fncl ian Oceans.

V is i to rs  we lcome.

Members,  p lease br ing along a smal l  p1ate.

--ooOoo--

FIIM ETENING/BREAK IIP

Date:  Tuesd.ay,  15th December 1983.

Anyborly who wishes
please phone Ann on

NEI^I MHVIBERS

Place: Toowoomba Educat ion

transport for elther of the above activlt ies,
70  7207.

--oo0oo--

turnecl up for the
our outLng ancl film

n
V

We weleome the following new members. [hey all
A .G.M.  and we hope yout l l  be  ab le  to  nake i t  to
evening.

Janet Berners.  e/-  r rNarrawarf  ,  Euston Rd.r  f rmba. 7O 1149.

W111 Coruack .  21  Ar thur  S t r  T rmba.

Glor ia  G1ass .  5  Pat te rson e t ,  T fmba,  tB  2404.

Angela Kl lmart in.  40 Mabel Str  l l tmba.

Craig Shore.  t rShor-a- leetr  r  Withcott  I { .S.  224r Trnba .  4152.

--oo0oo--

RXCENT PUBIICATIONS

These ancl many past coples are avail-able to members for loan. They
make very interesting reacling. Please get ln touch wlth Mlchael if
you are interestecl .

The Bird Observer.  October 1987. (Newslet ter  of  the Blr t l  Obserrrerst
Club )

The Darling Downs Naturalist. November 1981. (Newsletter of the
Toowoomba Fleld Naturalist CIub)

The Sunbird. June 198t. (Journal of the QueensLand. Ornithological
Soc ie ty )

Urj.mbirra" 0ctober 1983. (Newsletter of the Chinchil la Field
Natura l i s ts f  C lub)


