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Act iv i t ies

Field Outlng anct Monthly Meeting - 4th Sunday of each
month -  usual ly leave fron Plgott ts car park at  7.50 am.

Camplng trips, f lIm ancl sllde evenJ.ngs.

News-sheet

Published. rnonthry, before the outing.
l ine of the last day of the month
the ei l i tor .

Articles have a d.ead.-
and should be nailed. to
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EDITORIAI,

Although lt ls onLy the first nonth of the year, the Club is alrea4y
well ancl truly into its activities. As we broadcast Last month,
January is an S.S.S. nonth. I an fortunate Ln having the sehool
holidayq whtch allows ne plenty of tine to go blrdlng ( or so I
thought! Isnrt it anazLng how other buslness getg in the way - llke
paylng bil-ls , buying food., visJ.tJ.ng friend.s , etc. ) . tr{evertheless,
I I ve managed a bit of bircling up-range ancl seen a few blrtts that Are
not often on ny list. r nust say that rrve been encouragetl to go
along hlgiways and byvrays unhown to me and thls has been a pleasure
in itself. I hope you have been able to clo some blrtting yourself and
have been a litt1e aclventurous and abl-e to give Michael-a- useful ltst
at the end of the month. At the end of thie news-gheet ls a tear-off
page wlth the uprange ancl d.ovmrange stutly areas diviclett lnto the new
subd.ivisions. Keep it handy with your birtl books, binoeulars, etc.
fhis infomatlon le lmportant as the club wishes to prod,uee a'book in
about three years tlne uslng the data gathered by Ig.
February is the nonth for the R_otary Club of toowoonba SouthtstrHobby
-n-Craft Spectaeularrr. We are_looking for volunteers agaln to help
on the tlisplay. More of that later ln this issue.
To end on a high note, the Club hacl one more new bircl for 198r. A
Musk Drck was seen at Hooclrs lagoon. It Ls a good. omen for 1984.
Ird like to wish all our nembers Euch exeiting birdlng for the nert
twelve months. f am sure your l{ew Yearrs Resolutions includ.ed. one
that read. - rrMore involvement ancl support for the Bird Club.rt See
you on the 22nd. January,

Lesley Beaton, Ed,i tor

--ooOoo--

NEW TOOWOOMBA BIRD

24O. Musk Duck. (Bizlura lobata) .  17.12.8r. Hood.rs lago'on, Hel idon.
Brian Foulisr@RETil

A Lone female. Plunage generally blackish-brown finely narked. wlth
brown. large head with shorf broad., black bil l ; no lbue beneath
biIl. Sat low in the water and dived frequently.

--ooOoo--

MXS{ORY JOI,T!

JANUARY IS A SEASONAI SPECfES SURVXY (S.S.S.) !*10NtH.
IET'S DO TT WELI,.

Our New Subclivisions

fn this newsletter are maps showi-ng the B new subellvislons ln our
local- stud.y area. l lhese subalivisj-ons were agreed. on at the'.tr-ast A.G.l{.
The Uprange antl Downrange clivlsions still hold but now both of these
have been cut in quarters for more aecurate record.lngs.
It i.s desirable that menbers who fi l l  out checkllsts become fanil-iar
with the subil ivision bound.aries and intl icate by lts nurnber (1-8) the
subd.ivision a species was seen in. This ls partlcularly clesirable
for any u+usuar sightings. rf all your blrt l ing is done- at home,
sinply write the nwnber of the subdivislon you Live in rather than a
t lck .

Magpiesr currowongsr starl ings and the l ike neecl only be tieked, as in
the  pas t .

I f  there are any quer ies,  p lease contaet me.

I

Michael  AtzenL. Records Off icer



/ /floBBY -II-CRAFT SPEC IACIII.A,R

Spectacular ls being he1d. on the weekend of February 17th, 18th
1  9 th .

last year the Executive feLt that the Blrcl Clubr e tlisplay was a great
success. We have 2 ains for holcltng this rlieplhy:-

i) - publlcizing the Club. (lettlng the Ioowoomba public lnow
that we exist.  )

ii) - membership d.rlve. last year we had. sueh members as Don
Gayclon and. Dean CoLLlns Joln the Club following our
clisplay.

It ls inportant that there are membere on the display at aLl tLnes
rluring the Spectacular. As l-ong as yourre enthueiastic about the
Club antl its activities you quallfy aa a genulne, goJ.cl-platerL volunteer.
Birding expertJ.se is not necessary aB any trlcky queries nay be passecl
onto more hrowledlgable members. Mari.lyn is hoplng tbat 1 member-e can
be on at a tlne so that coffee breaks and confort stops nay be had
wlthout any fues.

ii,,*," CIub has been gJ.ven free passes for dJ.splay volunteers for the-foLlowing tines: -

The
ancl

(

Frlday 1?th
Saturclay 18th-

Sunrlay 19th

5pm. to

tam. to
12pn.  to
5pm. to
tam. to
12pm. to

9pm.
12pm"
5pm.

1Opm.
12pn.
5pm.

If you can help at any or part of thc above tines please phone Marilyn
Jae6bs (a/h f5 elg;DfTFnFnuers are needed., PLELSE EELi.

--oo0oo--

ESSENIIAI EQUTPMEITT - BII{S/GII,SS/I{OCKIDS

*So what clo you call- then? BlnocuLars is 0.K. Dinlnutlvee lndicate a
lilertain hip-ness, hence bins, anel glass J.s acceptably ellte. 0n the-other hancl nockies is a bit tree, and sowrds ltke sonethLng out of

l{od.cly.
So what klntl of bins/g1ass/noclri.es? the ftrst thlng to accept iE that
size lmpresees no one! and that goes for bLnoculars too-
So tlny poncy llttle binoculars are often very expensive ancl good, ancl
the blg butch ones are usually lousy!
Apologies to Bill Oddle (of fthe Goocllesr fame) for the above abritlgecl
ancl nutilatetl extracts to Chapter 5 of hls rtongue in cheekt book on
birdwatehlng entitled rrBill Otlcllers l.littl.e Black Birrl Bookrf .
Ihe intentlon of thie artlele is that it nay be helpful, and to pass
on a few tlps arisj"ng fron the recent purchase of two euccessive pairs
of binoculars for nyself ancl ny wife and encouraglng her ancl my
tlaughter to update their binoculars on slmilar 1ines.
In solvl.ng our lndlvld.ual problenE we aBpear to have etrayed. fron the
acceptetl experts aclvlce antl right up to the moment of truth - partlng
company with our money - we were very conscious of the tradttional
guide llnes and hail serious doubts about our flnal declslorso Actual
experience in the field. has since allayed any fears we may have hacl.
fn more preclse te:ms we tlid not buy the well reconmenelecl ?x5Or s or
8x40rs and the naln reason for this ls that our dlfficultiee were
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ESSEI{IIAI EQUIPMEHf CONfID

overcone by what appears to be a new breed of bLnoculare. Referring
to Bill Oddie again we have endecl up with rtiny poncy little blnoc-
ularsr; they urere expensivel and. they are excellent precislon
instrunentg.

I{owever thts ls a llttl-e prenature in its chronologioal orcler as lt
was ln May 19e, that we made our firet attempt to inprove our blnoc-
ular situatlon. Our reasons for wantJ.ng a change wae that at that
tl.ne t hacl a very heavy and. cu.mbersome palf of Carl ZeLss 15x5O
nllitary binoculbrs which I hatl been qu-tte'happlly lugglng around, for
the past 25 years or more. Ior the purpose for whlch they were macle,
they-were exeellent. When tt cane to blrduratching the hlgh nagnlf-
icatlon ancl snall fiel-tl of view coupled, with the fact that I now wear
bi-focal specs permanently, caueed lots of problens ln the fle1tl.
Peggie on the other hancl hatt a tatty palr of ?x50r s of some obscure
pedigree purchasecl fron the A:my Surplus Store in lraunceeton. At
best they could be calletl O.K.r but by conparl.son wlth a pair of
Pentax 7x5O they were poor. Not surprislng when you consltler the
price d.ifference. It was certai.nJ-y a casd of tyou get what you pay
for r .
0n reflection we went about the selection of these purchases Llke
amateurs. At least we tlid one thing rlghtr w€ took our time; over
an hour. Takj.ng one brancl after another lnto the street and twldtlttns
wlth the movable eye piece and the focueslng wheel, thlnking we were
doing the rlght thLng. 0n hlndsight we were not! Ihere ls a comect
procedure to assist ln getting the best results for onere partl.cular
eyeslght, and it appJ.ies whatever the prlce range. I'm amased that
the venclors ttld not lnpart this infornatlon, after all it was at
their flngertips. Actuall-y I came across lt nyself 1n llterature
accomBanylng one brand of bl,noculars.
But on thls flrst occaslon I envled the binocuLars that ?eggie
finally selected. llhey hacl a very close rninLnum d.Lstance of focus.
Thls was enthusiastlcally d.emonstratecl by belng able to read the
pages of a norual paper only 6ft away. Very few blnoculars have thie
flexlbility. They were a reputable brantl wlth Zeiss lenses and.
retalIlng at $1?O. Unfortunately I had. dtlfftculty with then ln
conJunctlon with my specs, and I settled for a less erpenslve brand.
at $5? after the trad.e in on ny olcl 15x5Ors. Inclclently both of our
new blnoculars hrere Bx4ors. For the flrst tLne f was able to leave
my specs on whilst bircllng, a facllity I had. not enJoyed up to then,
and though f didnrt have thls short focus feature, mlne gave me a neu
enJoyment ln birclwatching! I could. plck up ny targets more easlIy,
hold then if they movecl aronnd and they aLso let a lot'nore llght ln,
and hence a much better colour cleflni-tlon.
Durlng the ensulng 1-4 nonths we struck a perJ.od of birdwatchlng
sltuations where the vegetation was reLatively close to qulte ctenee,
and the naJority of birtls which came lnto vieu xrere very often und,er
15ft away. Peggle nerely had to make a small aclJustnent t0 her focus,
whereas I hatl to back-off to get within my nlnlnum focusslng rtistance
which I estlmaterl to be anything fron 18-2oft.
At least on thls second. oceasion I had at least one specificatlon
that I wantecl, and that was short distance focus binoculars.
Yourve probabJ.y guessecl it l  They didnrt have another palr l lke Peggiers
Ln stock so somewhat non-plussed I began to go through what was
available. tJhat I was looklng for ras a pair that would clo the same
Job as the popular 7x5or s or Bx4Or s ancl yet be 3-lghter and smaller.

. . .  Io  be  con t inued  . . .
Roy Beaton



It ls with a sacl heart that I announce the tleath of Bert
PottJ,nger. In the conparatlvely short tlne t!"t her^wlth hls
wife Margo, was a Club-member he had. nadle_ an-funpreseton that
w111 ltneei for some tlne. He was aR enthueiaetic blrtlo and
was an eicellent raconteurr regaling menbers rlth hlg anuglng
antl lnterestJ.ng anecdotee durLng our fLeld, outlngs r ancl alEo
as a contributor to thls n€wo-gheet. It ls a ehame that ue
viff no longer have hLrn as a source of Lnfo:metLon on early
birtling in Toowoomba.
0n behalf of the Club I shoultl ltke to elpreso ny sJrnPathy_
to Margo, Sand.y and Marilyn. However, on future outlngsr I
ehall 6e6 Bert- out of the- comer of ny eye - wlth that
lnfectious emile of hls - Juet as excitedl ae we are at the
partlcular biril we are vlewing. Hle splrtt ls wtth ue.

--oo0oo--

MH|{BERS I BTRD TOTES

Tahtti Petpel . 12.11 .8r. Brlsbane SeaP_lr_d frlp.__BF'_PI{r [R.
Black-whsbtt PetreL. 7.12.83. Coffrs Harbour:_ BIr TR.
tr'reckled Duck. 27.12.8r. DSrnwor Lakes. UAr BF, IR.
Musk Duck (? ) . 17 .12.8r. Hood'f s lagoon. -PT r[l:

f f  r  f r  19 .12 :97 :  i l  r r  -  MAt  DG. -
C6tton f  ypi i-Coose . 1r.11 .Br. Atkinson]s D. am. - IPr _JAB. --^
CrestCd FtiwL. 19 .12.8, . Connole I e Rd., Postman I s Rlclge. lt4 r DG:
White-breasted. Sea-Eagle (5).  Atklneonts Damo !8, JAB. 1r.11.8r.
r,ewinrs Rail (hearct).- l itull i-nbinby. BFr :lR. 4.12.8r-
Busb-hen (heartt) " 4.12.85. MuLlimblnby. BFr-fR.
Recl-necked Stint . 20.11.8r. Hood.r s lagoon. Ifr.

,(hustralian Pratlncol-e. ?7.12.85. D5rnwor lakes. MA, BF, [R.
:SulpUur-erested. Coekatoo . 5. 1 1 .95 . Eas_t_Ck_9*"qP. IrB r JAB.

Souikef s Parrot.  26.12.8r. Eulo. MAr BFr PM, TR.
Grass 0w1. 5.11.87. Iruggage Pt '  BFr [R.
Flarbled Frognouth. 6.11.8r. Cononclales. Pl lr  .TR. .
Australian dwlet-NlghtJar. 12.12.87 . Upper Wlthcott. !!{rff-._
White-throated Needletall. Nov/Dec. Upper Wlthcott. lWr J1{.
Sorest Klngfisher. 1r.11 .81. Atklnsonf s Dam. IrBr JAB.
Chestnut-bieastect Quail-th:rrsh. 25"12.87. Eulo. MAr BFr PMr llR.

tilA: FllchaeL Atzeni, lB: lesley Beatonr JAB: John BalLr BF: Brlan
Foulls, DG: Don Gayclon, PM: Pat llo0onnellr IR: Terry Relst
llt: Loiralne Wllson, JW: Jobn ll i leon.

--oo0oo--

SIEID OAY FOR JAI{UARY

Date: Strnclay. 22ncl JanuarT 1984.

Assenbly Point;  ?lgottrs Car Park.

Place; Helldon HllLs

Tinez 7. ' l !  am. for d.eparture at 7.50 am. sharp.
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Weather per:nittlng, this should be a goocl outing. It is not an area
we go to, as a Club, very often. Yet there are some birtls seen there
that are not necessarily seen in any other part of our stucly area. \
These lnclutle the beautifuL Squatter ?igeon ancl the Fuseous Honey-
eatgr.  ' r

FEBRUARY OUTING

Just a gulck plug for February 26th. This will be a Joint outing wtth
the ChinchiLla Fieltl Naturaliste CIub at a property in Stockyarct
Creek. A great opportunity to meet some new peopLe ln a place not
available to the general publie.

APRII OUTIHG

?lease note that the clate of our outing in April has been changed to
the 29ttr- because of the Easter break. lhis w1]-1 be the fifth Suntlay
of the nonth not the fourth"

--oo0oo--

PUBIICATIONS R3CEII':ED .J/

Q.0.S. l tewslet ter .  I {ovember & Deeember 1983. (Queensland
OrnithoLogical Society. )

There is some lnteresting reacting ln these two lssues - Bribie Is3-and,
RAOU Report, lake Gregory in northern W.A. are just sone of them.

--oo0oo--

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Please remember your 1984 subscriptions are due. Ann has only
receivecl half a d.ozen reneuals antl it cloes make her Job all that
much harcler. Ihe Clubrs budget runs on a tightrope between the
black antl the red. In orcter for the news-sheet to survive, money
need.s to be ln the bank. Ihank you.

--oo0oo-- 
f.-,1
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